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E% He Princeſs Mary remaining 
2 Was 4 Widdow by the Death of 
S<57 the Prince her Husband , 

" Imployed all her Art and 
Care in Governing the Stats, which we 
may yet call Hers, and us'd much Di- 
ligence in Chuſing fit Miniſters to aſ- 
{iſt Herin that Afﬀair, during the Mino- 
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rity of her Son Charles, who was too 
young to-meddle with Aﬀeaires of that 
Nature: I need not here nndertake 
the deſcription of that extreme tender 
aftetion which all the World obſerv'd 
in this Princeſs towards the young 
Duke ; but will recommend it to thoſe 
fond Women, who are Mothers of an 


' only Son, and ſole Heir to a great and 


Illuſtrious Family: The Carefles of 
this indulgent Mother were more pow- 
eriul upon him, then all the Political , 
Scholaſtical, and Military inſtructions 
which he received every day from the 
different Maſters of his Exerciſes, All 
the Ladies of the Court, to comply 
with thedeſires of the Dutcheſs (whoſe 
oreateſt pleaſure was, to ſee her Son 
won by thoſe extraordinary Careſles,) 
and to delight themſelves in the great 
ſatisfaction they every day took in diſ- 
covering new graces in that little Prince, 
made it their whole ſtudy to pleaſe 
him, by carrefling and imbracing him 
even in their Armes ; although he 
was already in an Age wherein Nature 
uſually excites thoſe motions which 
Love often produces, One day one of 
the Principal Senatours of Mantug ob- 
ſerving 
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ſerving the Ladies that waited on the 


Dutcheſs.8 her Maids of Honour, were 
thus. employ'd abour' this litrle Prince, 
could not refraine from ſaying aloud , 
That the State would have but an Ef- 
feminate Prince, in' which, he proved 
GS... = 
_ Among all the young Ladies that 


attended che Dutcheſs, there was one 


born 10, the C ity of Caſake, and was; by 
reaſon of her beauty, and good Meene , 


_ Juſtly called., The Ornament of the 


Court, and delight of the Courtiers : 
he little Duke, himſelf expreſſed a 
reat inclination for her, andone may 
fay, mych aboye what his tender years 
ſeem'd' to: permit :' but perhaps her 
name being Margaret, this young-Pringe 
believed he did nothing below, himſelf; 
in admiring the Jewel, which, is gene- 
rally, called, che pureſt, = ORE 
The Princeſs, who was infinitely 
pleaſed, with, what ever, her Son des 
lighted in, recommended him particu; 


larly to this young Lady ( not as to2. 
. Governeſs, her Age being almoſt. equal; 


bur onely), to. divert him if his holites 
of Recreation, which was truely to re- 
commend' the Cabbidge to the care of 


i . 
the Kid, and to give the Sheep' into the 
Keeping of the Wolfe : For, this young 
Lady looking upon this Imployment as 
_ a good Fortune for her, and ſeeing very 
well chat nothing was wanting in this 
young Prince bur the Age to Goyern, 
ſhe ſo well-applyed her ſelf to get his 


Favour, in making uſe of ll thoſe lic- 


tle Arts that uſually takes young Peo- 
ple, that in a little time it was eafle 
to be obſerv'd, her Intentions were not 
ſo much to ſerye him as a Maſter,but to 
S4in him for a Friend; and, to change 
the quality of Servant into thar of his 
Miſtreſs,” ** | | 

- The little Duke, who already began 
to take ſome' other kind of delight in 
the Company of Ladies , then what 
little Children uſually do, very eaſily 
ſacrific'd theſe Firſt Fires of his Love, 
which were newly born in him, to this 
young and ſubtil Play-fellow of his ; 
who,on her fide,was more and'more in- 
flam'd with Love to this young Prince,. 
by the great and particular kindneſs he . 
expreſt to her, 

In the mean time, whileſt theſe two 
young heatts burn in a reciprocal Fire 
for one another, yet their years were fo 

| re; tender | 
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tender, that all their Pleaſures confiſt- 
ed in Falking, and taking each other 
by the hand, and perhaps in ſome little 
ſtolne Kiſſes now and then: . All chelli 
Diverſions which the Duke found in 
the Court amongſt the Ladies, being, 
either to pull down the Stool, when 
they were ſet to work, or elſe to fling 
cheir work 1nto the fire,o: ſometime to 
ſteal a Kiſs , or to jumpe into -their 
Armes, and talk of Love, which he as 
yet but little underſtood, Bur Jea- 
loufte, 'which is fo great a Courtier in 
the Palaces of all Princes, fail'd not ro 
make an early viſit to the Court of 
that young Duke, and was already got 
amongſt all his little Play-fellows , 
and began already to play the Tyrant in 
the Hearts of the young Ladies ; and, 
chiefly amongſt thoſe who believed 
they merited the Dukes Favour moſt ; 
if not in beau:y, yet by reaſon of their 
oreat Birth, or in the Favour of the 
Dutcheſs his Mother: yer, neve the- 
leſs, the Duke. made ſtill his greateſt 
Court to Madamoiſelle Margaret; and, 
ſhe fail'd nor to give him a return; and. 
the more they perceiv'd the envy of 


the other Ladies, who indeavoured to 
Croſs 
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Croſs them, the more powerful their 
Love grew to each other. 

-It was one day told the Dutcheſs, That 
er Son was ſo taken up with his love to 
Madamoiſelle Margaret, that he would 
never make the Sign of the Croſs with 
any Hand bur Hers: bot the Dutcheſs 
rallying preſently chat Man which told 
her ſo, Anſwered him ; Where there is 
no Malice, Love is fincere; Trufting 
to the innocent Childiſhneſs of ſuch 
terder years, and not being able to. 
imagine, that a young Child of nine 
years old ( 2s he was) could have a 
Paſsion for a Girle of tne ſame Age. 
The Mother of Madamoiſelle Marg a- 
ret liv'd alſo in this Court, and waited 
npon the Dntcheſs, which was the rea- 
ſon of her daughters being there fo 
young: This old Lady was (ſo crafty, 
that ſhe wanted nothing bur Poetry t6 
be that Coriſcoin the Paſtor Fiao; the 
more ſh2 diſcover'd figns of Love in 
the Duke to her Daughter, the mote 
the inſtructed her in the Art to increaſe 
and mannage that growing Paſhon ; 
and Tanghr her the Art of making 
Love, which ſhe underſtood in-Per- 
'eQion, 4 Er et . 
ITED Ta 
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In the mean time the Dutcheſs be- 
ginning to think ir now high time co 
withdraw her Son from the company 
of Women, amongſt whom, he ordi- 
narily, like other young Princes , paſ- 
ſed away the beſt part of the day ; ſhe 
choſe a Governour for him, prudent, 
and of approved integrity, and indowed 
- with all neceſſary qualifications fir for 
a man that was to undertake fo grear 
an Imployment as the Education of a 
young Prince, The Perſon ſhe made 
choice of, as moſt fit, was the Marqueſs 
of Arrigony ; who receiv'd this charge 
with all the demonſtrations of Aﬀecti- 
on and joy imaginable; hoping, that his 
Services would in time render him very 
conſiderable in the Government, by the 
impreſſions he ſhould make upon the 
ſpirit of this young Prince ; bar, it ar- 
:1v'd quite contrary to his expeRati- 
ons. 

When the Dutcheſs committed this 
young Duke unto the Care of the 
Marqueſs, ſhe above all recommen- 
ded ro him three things : Firſt, 
To Teach him all the Exerciſes of a 
Gallant Man with Mildneſs , that he 
might learn them with delight, Se- 
: B 4 conaly, 


CY 
coxdly, To be ſure not to negle& the 
Finding out what he was chiefly in- 
clin'd to, and moſt capable of; leaſt he 
ſhould give him too hard a Leflon. 
Thirdly, And above all, not to force him 
to do any thing againſt his will, and _ 
was abſolutely againſt his inclination 
and to be ſure to allow him his houres 
of D.vertiſements with the Ladies of 
the Court, and principally with Mada- 
moiſelle Margaret, who was chiefly ac- 
quainted with his Humour, 

To ſpeak the Truth , theſe orders 
were not at all ſutable to the Prudence 
nor Humour of the Marqueſs; who 
could not imagine to what end they 
were given him,ſeeing nothing in them 
extraordinary 3 beſides, he was vext 
within himſelf, to ſee, by that, the 
Princeſs lookt upon him as a Man very 
unread in what belong'd to the Govern- 
ment of a Prince : He Promis'd never- 


theleſs to obey her Highneſs exat- |} 


ly, and not to be wanting in that fi- 
delity which was ſo natural to his Fami- 
ly, and ſo particular to himſelf ; yet 
he could not hold from ſaying, That 
he was very ready to ſerve his Maſter to 
his capacity ; but, in his opinion, it 

would 


(9): 
would be better to diſaccuſtome a little 
this young Prince from the company 
of Ladies, then to uſe him ſo much to 
their Converſation; ſince he could re- 
ceive no Leflons from. them bur what 
were Effeminate, which was a thing 
very injurious to Princes : To which 
the Dutcheſs reply'd ; That the ho- 
neſt and lawful converſe with. Women 
taught great Men to Rule with gentle- 
neſs ; and that ſhe defird nothing 
more in her Son, nor from himſelt. 
The Marqueſs having no more to ſay 
after that Declaration, made no An- 
{wers but of Proteſtations of obedience 
to her Highneſs-in all things, After 
that the Dutcheſs ſent for the young 
Duke, and commanded him to look 
upon the Marqueſs as the guide of his 
Perſon and actions 3 and perſwaded 
him to think it no trouble to follow the 
Adviſes of a Man, who would inſpire 
no Sentiments into him but thoſe of his 
Glory and adyantage. 

The Marqueſs having paid his Re- 
ſpets and Acknowledgments to. the 
Dutcheſs, retir'd himſelf rill the Apart- 
ment order'd for him was madeready: 
In going out of the Hall he met with 
- Mounſfieur 


(10) 
Moun fieur Pianezzs a Friend of his, 
and his particular Confident, to whom 
he related his new happineſs in the 
Dutchefles Favour ; withal, telling him 
the particular Orders he received from 
her concerning the Education of the 
young Duke, not rorgecring a word of ' 
all had paſt, eſpecially that paſſage which 
concern'd of the young Dukes Recteati- 
ons amongſt the Ladies of the Court: 
Pianezz4 judging this Order not very 
agreeable to the Marqueſs, whiſper'd 
to him very ſoftly ; Monſieur, Be you 
ſure to tye the Aﬀſe where the Maſter 
bids you, and ler the Wolves eat it if 
they pleaſe, 
The Marqueſs anſwer'd, ſmiling; I 
am too Old to make.uſe of opportu- 
nity; and roo Young to ſerve the 
Amours of another, | 
Madamoiſelle Margaret , who knew 

the humour of the Marqueſs was mote 
inclin'd to Rigour, and Duty, then of 
Compliance, would not have been trou- 
| bled to have ſeen the Education of her 
young Duke committed to any other 
chen he; though it is certain ſhe was 
roo young to make this diſtintion of 
her ſelf, but that ſhe yas Oey 

er 
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her Mother, Now it happen'd one 
day, that this young Lady meering wich 
the Duke and the Marqueſs together , 
ſhe ſaid ( without doubt, by the In- 
ſtructions of her Mother) Sir, I am 
extreame glad to ſee the Choice the 
Dutcheſs has made of you for the 
Condut@ of our Prince 3 for certainly, 
it could have been committed to rio 
perſon in the World fo fit as yourſelf ; 
- whoſe merit is ſo univerſally eſteem'd, 
and *ris likely to be moſt profitable for 
his Highneſs advantage, The Mar- 
queſs gueſsing from whence this Com- 
plement came, and that her Mother had 
taught her what to ſay, could not re- 
frain from Laughing alittle; and ta- 
' king her by the hand, acknowledg'd 
her Favour by all the expreſsions he 
could think of : taking very much de- 
lighr in the diſcourſe of that young La- 
dy, who, to ſay truth, beſides herother 
extraordinary beauties, was very agreea- 
ble in her diſcourſe. 

Another time, meeting her ia the 
Cou:t of the Pallace, ſhe rold the 
Marqueſs, almoſt Laughingz Now the 
Prince 1s fo much yours, we can be al- 
low'd no part in him: The Marqueſs 
allo 
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alſo Laughing, and putting his - hand 
upon her Face, anſwered her, My pret- 
_ ty little Lady , the Duke is roo young 
to beyours , therefore you ought nor 
to be angry that he is ſo much mine : 
Thereupon the young Duke taking 
Madamoiſelle Margaret's ſide, anſwered 
prefently, I will be theirs that will be 
mine; Would you have me be yours ? 
The young Lady only anſwer'd with a 
low Curtiy,and a Look, which ſhew'd 
the deſires and ſentiments of Her 
heart, | 
Some few Moneths after that, the 
Marqueſs being Declar'd Goyernour , 
\ and the Duke of Parma being to paſs 
through that Countrey to goto Yenice, 
the Dutcheſs, although he intended to 
make that Voyage Incognito, fail 'd not 
ro ſend the Marquels, at all adventures 
to meet him, with her young Son the 


Duke ; and the Dutcheſs defiring, that | 


he ſhould be received in paſling by , 
with all the Honours imaginable , 
though he intended not to be known : 
— The Complemental diſpute between - 
theſe two Princes at this Ceremonious 
Enterview, kept them ſo long in the 
hot Sun in the Fields, that the young 
Duke 
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Duke received no little trouble by the 
heat which is (o ordinary there in the 
Moneth of. Fae: In the mean time 
all things hire pleas 'd the Duke of 
Parma very much in this meeting, and 
the young Duke tetuming home, he 
fell into' a little Beaver, accompanied 
with ſo great a pain'in his head, char 
it was the trouble of the whiole Coutt, 
eſpecially the Dutcheſs; who was moſt 
ſenſibly afflicted; no Remedies imagi- 
_ nable for his diſtemper were omitted, 
yet nevertheleſs they did no good, , for 
the Feaver and extreame pain- in his 
head rather increaſed; although Mada- 
moiſelle Margaret ; whoſe grief was e- 
qual to her cenderneſs, ſtirr'd not from 
his' Bed-fide - laying her hand ſome- 
times'upon his head;which was no ſmall 
pleaſure; and eafe to- the ' young” fick 
Prince. The Dutcheſs his Mother, who 
was almoſt every day coming and going 
to his Chamber, to inquire 'of his coti- 
dition, asking him ofie day , How he 
did 2 he anſwer'd her boldly; Madam, 
ever fince Madamoiſelle Margaret has 
toucht my head, I have {ſcarce felt any 
Paine, It was not very difficult for the 
Mother « to believe her Son, from the. 
obſervation 
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obſervation ſhe had already made of his 
Love tothat young Lady,and: therefore 
ſhe ſaid tohim, Well, my ſon, ſhe ſhall 
be put to bed to you, if the Marquis 
your Governqur will approve of it; He 
will not approve of it,(replied the yong 
Prince ) becauſe he does not know my 
diſeaſe: I do know it ſaid the Marquis, 
(who was not very faroff ) and I know 


that your ſickneſs has need of a. re- 


medy, | 

During this ſickneſs of three or four 
days the hearts of this Pirams, and of 
this Thisbeinflam'd extreamly, bur in a 
way very natural and conformable to 
their age,which did not yet allow them 
any other thoughts but what were in- 
nocent; This young Lady , who was 
not leſs intereſſed in the repoſe of the 
Prince than of his health , ſtirr'd not 
from his bed-ſide from morning- until 
night, with a Fan in-her hand to drive 


away the Flyes,which in that Ccuntrey 


ordinarily torments the ſick, ys 2 
He being at laſt recovered from this 


fit of ficknels, applyed himſelf anew to 
+ hisexetciſes, though with little inclina- 
_ tionor profit, The Marquis ſaw.-very- 


well that the loye which this young 
Prince 


(15) 
Prince had for this Madameoiſelle Mar- 
garet grew up with him, and thar his 
defires of profiting in Learning thoſe 
things more fit for his Study (without 
which a Prince looſes his beſt orna- 
ment) diminiſht every day as he greiy 
older, which was 2 moſt ſenfible affliti- 
on to the Marquis, who took all the 
pains imaginable about him, 
One evening after Supper the 
Dutcheſs walking in her Garden with 
the Marquis, ſhe askt him the reaſon 
why her ſon made fo ſlow a Progreſs 
in thoſe exercifes he had learnt, as well 
Military as others, and -wond: ed that > 
at x4 yearsof age as he was, then, there 
was nothing: at all extraordinary to be 
obſery'din him. The Marqueſs fancy- 
ing the aſtoniſhment the Duccheſs had 
put on was 2 reproach to his diligence 
and affetion both, was very much 
piqu'd, and a hetle mortifted, never- 
theleſs without diſcovering his reſent- 
ments; Me thinks , Madam, ſaid he, 
if I may have leave to fay: fo. to your 
Highneſs, that your Speeches ate very 
much alter'd from your declar'd opinion 
to me that minute your Highneſs was 
 pleav'd to give me that honourable im- 
ployment 
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 ployment of Governour to the young 
Duke your ſon; For, I remember you 
commanded me then, to inſtruct him in. 
all things with mildneſs and moderati- 
on, and now your Highneſs wondets 
why I have not forc'd his nature, and 
his ſtrength, I confeſs, Madam, I ſcru- 
pled nothing more than diſobeying 
your Orders, but to deal ingeniouſly 
with your Highneſs, I muſt tell .you 
this truth, that if my affeion to him 
and my cares had not rous'd him alittle, 
and almoſt conſtrain'd him to apply. 
himſelf to thoſe exerciſes the moſt ne- 
ceſfary for him, that he would this da 

be more ignorant than he is ak 
whatever he poſleſſes appears very 
inconfiderable to your Highneſs, the 
Duke can fit very well, and has a very 
becoming grace on horsback , he has 
often ran at the ring and won the Prize, 
to the ſhame and confuſion of the moſt 
expetienc'd Cavaliers in that exerciſe, 
he is not very nnskilful in his Arms, 
and for his Dancing , certainly your 
Highneſs can better judge of that than 
T: it is true he has but little inclination 


 totheFrench and Latine Tongues, ne- 


vertheleſs he underſtands the one, and 
begins 
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begins to ſpeak the other, but if your 
Highneſs will permit me to ſpeak my 
opinion, I muſt tell you if that Mad» 
meiſelle Margaret were made tutour 
to the Prince, or were the onely thing 
he were torſtudy, he would without all 
queſtion profic much better then he 
does, For he ſpends more time in ma- 
king love to this Lady, then he allows 
to his Leſſons: whil'ſt the Ducheſs and 
the Marquis were in this diſcourſe, the 
young Duke came into the walk, and 
the Ducheſs immediately askt him, if 
it were true that the Matquis ſaid; to 
which he ſuddenly made anſwer with- 
out examining what it was, that it was 
a thing impoſſible for hinz to anſwer a 
demand upon the ſudden of a thing he 
was ignorant of ; the Ducheſs would 
have preſſed him further, but that 
minute ſhe receiv 'd Letters of great 
concern from Fenice which ſhe read, 
and communicated them to the Mar- 
quis as ſhe was wont to do all Papers of 
publick buſineſs, In the mean time 
the young Dukes afteftion fot Mada- 
moiſelle Margaret increaſed every day, 


| and grew faſter then hez he ador'dand 


reſpeted her, and he did not ſeem to 
C live 
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live when he was abſent from her, 
though -but a momenr., every one 
knows there is no Lady in the Court 
ſo Bair, nor ſo. cruel, whom intereſt and 
ambition does not ſoften, ro gain the 
love of their Prince, nay, the very men 
of Quality, the moſt conſiderable a- 
moneſt the Courtiers often ſhur their 
eyes and ſerve their Prince, neer thoſe 
of their own Relations, certainly there 
never was a Prince ſo paſſionately de- 
fird by the Ladies as this Duke 
Charles, he was often treated by many 
great men, to no other end but to ſhew 
him their wives, or their Daughters, 
but to their great diſappointment, be- 
cauſe this Prince Ilookt onely modeſt- 
ly upon them, his Jove to Madamoilelle 
Margaret made him negled all others, 
looking upon none but her with tender- 
neſs 2nd loye, and often proteſted he 
wouid not change her for all the Faireſt 
Ladies in the Univerſe, 

And now this young Duke is ar- 
riy'd to his eighreenth year of age, 1 
will call him no longer the little Duke, 
This Duke then went often into rhe 
Chamber of Madamoiſelle Margarers 
mother, where he was always flatter'd- 

and 
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and carreſs'd, nay, the mother her (elf 
ſhuc him up ſomerimes with her daugh- 

ter, and left chem alone upon the bed 
playing together, carrying the Key 
away” 1n . her Pocker, One day the 
Duke going to walk, perhaps with de-: 
ſign, in i the Palace Garden, he mer the: 
mother and her daughter -walking 
alone in the wood, the Dukeno ſooner 
approached them then he cryed, Mada- 

moiſelle haye a care in coming ſo often 
into this wood you are not ravithe, The' 


* mother (who was the craftieft woman 


in the world) an{wer'd him preſently, 
So ſheis raviſht by a Prince, there will 
be no great hurt; bur the Prince res, 
plyed as quickly, You had better let 
her give the Favour to a Prince, then 
ſtay till he forceir: Ie is true, ſaid the 
mother, but Favours gain'd that way 
are more {weet and ſecret, :The Prince 
in the mean time took the young Lady 
by the hand to walk with him in the 
wood, whil'ſt the mother return'd to 
the Palace very well pleas'd to leave 
her daughter in ſuch good company, 
who ſtay d three hours: together i in that 
place, none knows what-they did :- But 
after they had taken their walk the 
C 2 Prince 
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Prince waited-upon Madamoiſelle Mar- 
garet to her mo >» 955" whom 
he ſaid, Here Mat n,take your daugh- 
ter which I reſtore you in the ſame con- 
dition you left -her with me, I believe 
what you ſay, Sir,anſwered ſhe,becauſe 
you are a Prince, 

From that day Madamoilelle Mar- 
garet begin torake upon her, and ſhe 
ſome kind of Empire over the Duke, 
and the Prince found no inclinations 1n 
himſelf to reſiſt her. The Ducheſs ap- 
pear'd indifferent, and did not ſeem dif- 
pleas'd at their Friendſhip, imagining 
that the Duke was oblig'd one way or 
other to divert his youth, and ſhe was 
the more willing to allow him this 
Friendſhip with Madamoiſelle Marza- 
ret, becauſe ſhe was well acquainted 
with her diſpoſition, and believ'd ſhe 
would-not ingage the Duke into any 
Siſorder'd way of life prejudiciable to 
his Perſon or Fortune, and ſowhile all 
this paſt, ſhe ſhut her eyes, and took 
no notice atall, and though one day ſhe 
hid her ſelf to watch their aQtions, yer 
ſhe could diſcover nothing between 
. them but ceſtimanies of a Friendfhip 

which reaſon allows of, = 
ut 
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But fince' the Love of theſe ro 
perſons was become the general dif- 
courſe, the Ducheſs conſulted many 
times very ſeriouſly with the Marquis 
Arigone, who very farre from approving 
. this too violent inclination, as many 
others did , who were, well enough 
_ pleas'd ro'let the Duke freely purſue 
his inclinations : He on the contrary, 

. forgot nothing, to ler chem ſee they 
ought to have . prevented him : the 
Marqueſs was preſs'd on by theſe rea- 
ſons ; : 

In Mantua there dwelt a widow that 
was one of the moſt conſiderable wo- 
men of that place, who was mother to 
one of the moſt fair and agreeable 
young Ladys of all that State, This 
woman who was not very-richin world- 
ly goods, ſuiting her ſelf to her fortune, 
liv'd onely in the quality of a Gentle-. 
woman, and not like a great Lady, 
The Marquis, who had a paſſonace 
kindneſs for her, let no occafion paſs 

- of diverting his melancholly hours at 
her houſe,and as ſhe was not very cruel 
co him, ſhe granted him willingly thoſe 
Favours that Love demands, without 
expeRing iatereſt, imagining 'thar the 

C 3 Marqueſs 
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Marqueſs-, who was naturally very 
grateful, would not fail, for the Mo- 
chers ſake, who granted him all things, 
to ſerve the Daughter to his Highneſs 
the Duke ; and this opportunity pleas'd 
"the Marqueſs very well, of ſhewing 
bimſclf grateful to the kind Widow, | 
in procuring the Love of the Duke for 
her Daughter, and alſo of teſtifying his 
Aﬀection to his Prince, in bringing to |. 
him one of the moſt Accompliſh'd 
young Women amongſt his Subjes z 
bur, ſince he fear'd ic a thing impoſsi- 
ble to do,ſo long as this paſsion of the 
Dukes to the Lady Margaret.continued; 
he tryed all wayes to ſtifle it, but unpro- 
fitably ; becauſe the Duke was ſo in- 
ſenſible-for all other Women, as well 
Maids as Wives, that neither the hand- 
ſome nor ugly work'd any effe& upon 
him ; for he us'd them both ſo indif- 
ferentlv, they had no reaſon to be jea» 
Jous of one another: The Lady Mar- 
garet was the only Favourite, and the 
moſt lov'd; and what beauty ſoever 
hapned to be in the Dukes preſence , 
he had eyes for none but ſhe, 

- One day the Marqueſs imagining 
that it was impoſſible for the _ 
X, . fee 
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ſee that fine young Lady of his Ac- 
quaintance, and nor fall in love with 
her, carryed him to her Mothers houſe , 
who had invited him to that purpoſe; 
and had ſpar'd for no Coſt, nor Orna- 
ment, to ſet off the Beauty, of her 
Daughter, but all was to no purpoſe: 
and though the Marqueſs and the Mo- 
ther-left this young Lady and the Duke 


alone. two houres together in a Cham- 


ber, the Duke fate by her, as if ſhe had 
not been there, without ſpeaking one 


obliging word to her: The infenfibili- 


ty.of this Duke was as a Dagger tothe 
heart of this. young Lady; and, in 
trath, What is. more vexatious to 4 
Woman, then to ſee, that all the arts 
ſhe has us'd to gain'a heart ſignifie ſo 


little in the. end, The - Marquiſs- 
.quickly perceiv'd, that the Duke was 


not! very well pleas'd in the place 
where he had brought him.z "therefore 


In returning home to the Palace, he be- 


gun to praiſe her extreamly ; the Duke, 


although he ſeemed to take no notice, 


and yet nevertheleſs forc't by the 


Marqueſs to ſpeak of that Ladies 


Beauty he came from, ſaid to the 
Marqueſs, My Lord, This Lady is faire 
| C 4 enough 
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enough for you, who ſees her every 
day, but not for me, who never ſaw 
her before, and looks . not upon her (0 
often as you do: The Marquels re- 
ply'd, Your Highneſs muſt rhen ſee 
her often, that you may think her fau- 
er than now you do: The Duke an- | 
ſwerd {miling , 1f Tſhould ſee her once 
more, certainly I ſhould think her 
more ugly then I do now, The poor 
Marqueſs was mad at this, and eſpect- 
ally when the Duke, whilſt they were 
talking, turn'd about and ſhew'd him 
the Lady Margaret, who they met in 
the Street; See there, my Lord Mar- 
queſs, ſaid he, there is the faireſt a- 
moneſt all 'thart are faire, 

W hil & theſethings paſt,the Dutch- 
eſs growing angry , to ſee her Son fo 
far gone in Love with the Lady Mar- 
garet, Carryed by ſome unknown Poli- 
tick reaſons, and Pres at the earneſt 
Solicitations of the Marqueſs, ſent the 
Mother and the Daughter away to 
Caſal, yet with all the Civilicy imagi- 
nable, and with a particular Promiſe to 
Marry her very ſuddenly, as indeed it 
happen'd ſoon after: The Duke ex- | 
preſs'd no great ſigns publickly of re- | 
 fentment 
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' ſentment for her going away, hiding 
his trouble, without all doubt, very 
prudently , to take all ſuſpition from 
the Court: Till chen, it was believ'd 
_ by moſt, that nothing but vertue had 
paſs'd between this Lady and the Duke; 
but others, that lookt nearer into the 
. buſineſs, and could ſee farther into 
matters of Love, believ'd the contra- 
Iy 3 not being able to imagine, how 
Vertue could ſubfiſt with ſo great a 
Liberty: and that a young Girle, who 
defir'd nothing more then the heart of 
a Prince, could refuſe him any thing. 
The Duke certainly was not without 
defires, nor the youpg Lady without a 
good will ; the youth of them both, 
and the preat liberty allowed them, 
gave ſtrange cauſes of ſuſpition: In 
fine, believe who will , that all their 
time was ſpent in ſaying their Chape- 
lets, and their Pater-noſters , for my 
part I never will. . 
Some time before the parture Whe 
| Lady Marearet, the Duke had! 
long and private Conferences wit 
where there wanted no Tears on | 
ſides at that cruel ſeparation,as a 
ing-Woman obſerv'd ; he co 7 


=> 
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forbear promiſing to Wrice to her , 
till he had the opportunity of go- 
ing to viſit her at Caſal, which he gave 
her his Word ſhould be very ſuddenly : 
Theſe Proteſtarions of the Dukes rais'd - 
her Heart a little, which ws ſo ſunk 
with the Fears and Troubles of a cruel 
Abſence ſhe was to ſuffer, and gave her 
courage to ask his Highneſs a word or 
two under his Hand, every moneth ar 
leaſt 3 which Favour ſhe demanded of 
him in theſe Words ; It your High- 
neſs will pleaſe to Write ro me once 
every moneth, it ill give me every 
day a Paradice: The Duke embracing 
her, aid, with all the tenderneſs of a 
paſſionate heart, go, and believe, that 
nothing in the World fhall ever be ca- 
pable to catry me from loving you. 
She was ſcarce atriv'd at Caſal, but 
the Duke writ a Letter to her, as well 
for his own ſatisfadtion, as for the con- 
* ment of her he Loyd, it was 
[ | | 


_ +» Margaret, 


(27) 
MARGARET, 


My Heart - | 

His is the firſt Letter which I'write 

to you, with oxe of thoſe Pens that 
are ' enided by Love ; I addreſs to you, 
whom 1 alone adore, as the onely and. firſt 
object of my Love : Totell you how ſen- 
ſible I am of your abſence, you muſt ashe 
this Heart, which thinks more of you,then 
of it ſelf; I do not ſware it to you; the 
Words of Princes needs no Oaths to Au- 
thorize them : however, 1 ſhall give you 
ſach-proofes, that you your ſelf will not de- 
fire ereater. Let me know the ſucceſs of 
your Yoyage, and the ſtate of your Health 
{ince you went from hence, and whether 


you Love him that is wholly your - 


Cuanres. 


This Letter was given in charge to 
a Poſt that was ſent from Court to 
the Governour of Caſal, with expreſs 
Order to give it to no other hands but 


ſhe ro whom it was directed; -TheJoy 
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of this young Lady was ſo extraordina- 
ry in receiving it, that ſhe read it three 
or four times over in the preſence of the 
Man that brought it; and every time 
with 2 Face ovyer-joy'd, to that extre- 
mity ſhe ſeem'd to him, ſhe would have 


eaten it, that ſo her heart might have 


been the Cabinet to preſerve it, The 
Mother was not at home when her 
Daughter was thus entertaining the 
Poſt, and examining him with great 
concern of the Dukes health, and 
chiefly of his Employments ; and whe- 
ther he did nor particularly Viſit ſome 
Lady or other with great Familiarity : 
bur, in theſe Queſtions to him , ſhe 
ſeem'd not to underſtand what ſhe did, 
for a Man of that condition, that ſees 
the Courr bur at 2 4iſtance, is not to 
be askt ſuch Queſtions: Bur, it is true, 
ſhe was at thar time to be pardon'd, 
fince the occaſion of that Letter was 
enough to put her into extraordinary 
_ tranſports for him ſhe Loyd, The 
Mother being recurt'd, gave order for 


ſomething for the Poſt to cate, whil'ſt 


ia the mean time ſhe read oyer and over 
again with her Daughter the Dukes 
Letter, and conſulted together for the 


- Anſwer, 


\ 


A 
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Anſwer, which they retum'd by the 
{ame Meſlenger, in theſe words ; 


S Great PRINCE; 


& tell your Highneſs how much 
comfort your Letter gave me, 6s 
impoſſible for me to expreſs; I could not 
defend my ſelf from wanity, in reading 
ſo many proofes of Aﬀeition from your 
Highneſles Goodneſs - if I were not well - 
acquainted with the nature of it, which & 
indulzent to all thoſe who like me, Courts 
with a moſt humble Reſpei? all opportu- 
nities of obeying your Highneſles Com- 
mands, It mill not be hard for you to 
find amongſt your Subjeits a Merit a- 
bove mine; but, 1 Qneſtion very much 
if your Highneſs can find any more af- 
fecfionate to your Service then I am © 1 
| have already Sworn to you all the Fide-. 
- lity and Service can be expected from 4 
Perſon of my Sex, It belongs ito your 
Highneſs to Command, and me to Obey x 
yet my Feares tell me, that you do not ſo 
often think of Commanding we, «s I do 
of Blindly obeying you. As for the 
Account you are Gracionſly pleaſed to 

mM defire 
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defire of my Fourney hither , 1 aſſure 


Jour Highneſs, it had been very pleaſant 


and happy fer me, if every ftep-1 made ts 
Caſal had not carryed me from what 1 
left behind at Mantua, ſo dear todiſe : 
Tour Highneſs asks me if I love you; 
How can you believe it poſfSible to be ſo 
ungrateful, net to love a Prince that loves 
me. Iwill ſay nothing more, but that I 


4m ana will be, to your Highneſs, Great 


Prince 
"A molt Humble, 
and Obedient Servant, 


Margaret, 


' The Dukes of Mantua had a Cu- 
ſtome, of going three or tour times eve- 
ry year to Caſal, to Vifit that place, ſo 
conſiderable, for its Scituation,and be- 
cauſe it is the Capital City of Montfer- 
74t : The Duke reſolved for the fu- 
ture.to make that place his ordin:ry re- 
fidence; carryed more by his Love to 


the Lady Margaret, then for Intereſt of 


State : And none can expreſs with 
what repugnance he quitted that Town 
-0g0 to Mantua, when at any time the 
neceflity 


[ 
l 
| 
| 
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neceſs'ty of his Aﬀaires called him thi- 
ther yet he indevour'd to conceal the 
true reaſon of his ſtay ſo much in thar 
place, by pretending the Ayre was ſo 
much' better; ſaying often, That the 
Ayre of Mantna was an Ayre for Monks 
to dwell in, but that of Caſal was an 
Ayre for the Seat of a Prince : And, in 
truth, he was very much in the right , 
when ke ſpoke ſo of thoſe two pleces, 
ſo contraty to each other ; for the 
Ayre of Caſal was extraordiniry good, 
and that of Mantua had nothing art all 
commendable in it: though, *ris true, 
the Ayre where Princes reſide purifies - 
admirably, All Afﬀaires the Duke 
took in hand at Maztua proſper'd very 
ill; bur, on the contrary,it ſeem'd that 
Caſal was: Fortunate to all his Enter- 
priſes : There was ſcarce a day but the 
Duke complained of ſome Indiſpoftti- 
on or other whiPſt he was at Mantua; 
his Head, his Stomach, and I know not 
how many more Infirmities tormented 
him, or art leaſt he pretended it: but, 
when he was at Caſal, he never made 
the leaſt complaint of any thing , 
whether he had cauſe or nor ; bur, it ir 
hapned, that ſome Fits of an- Ague , 
Feaver 
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Feaver, or any diſtemper ſeiz'd upon 
him at Cafal, he would lay the fault 
upon his having ſtaid too long at Man- 
tua. | 

The Dukes of Mantua havea Pa- 
lace near to Caſal, call'd the Margaret , 
whether they have alwayes been accu- 
ſtom'd to divert themſelves ſome time 
of the Summer ; and there was a Phy- 
ſitian in Mantsg, who, being pretty well 
acquainted with the temper of the 
Duke, and the inclination he had for 
the Lady Marzaret , underſtood very 


well , that all theſe Diſtempers the 


Duke ſo often complained of at Man- 


t44, had no other cauſe but an Amo- + 


rous Feaver; and therefore he fail'd 
not to adviſe the Duke to viſit often 
that wholſome Ayre of Caſal: And, 
whil'ſt the other Phyſitians were ſearch- 
ing out the cauſe of the Dukes diſeaſe , 


and buſying their heads to find a re- 


medy, this wiſe happy brother of theirs 
advis'd the Ayre of Margaret as the 
only place of Cure for his Highneſs, 


and was well rewarded for his paines by 


the Duke, whoſe delight at Caſal you 
may eaſily imagine was great, and his 


health perfect, The fatisfation of 
S - £oing 
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oing to Caſal, and leavitg Aantus ; 
= IE hams in the Riff 
Journeys he made, in going and return- 
ing between thoſe two places; by the 
haſt he made to the one, and the flow 
pace he went towards the other: ro 
Mantua he went with a Tortoy[es pace, 
and to Caſal he flew as faſt as an Eagle: 
Whenſoever his Important Afﬀaires ob- 
lig'd him. to go from Caſal to Mantua, 
he Trayell'd like a Prince; bur, when 
he was to leave Maxtua, and go to- 
wards Caſal, he went in Poſt, The 
Paſtimes of the Duke were not very 
preat, nor. divertizing to the Court, for 
is greateſt pleafure was in viſiting 
the Lady Margaret, in whoſe Com- 
pany his moſt delightful houres were 
pent 5 and it was no great difficulty 
for a young Prince to entertain himſelf 
| very pleaſantly with a young handfome 
Woman, inſtruted by an old cunning 
Mothers who, in her youth, hadar one - 
time oblig'd more then four ſeveral 
French Gentlemen, whil'ſt they ſtaid a 
| Caſa/, The houſe of this Lady was 
not far from the Caſtle, in one of the 
faireſt Streets of the Town, in which 
place the Tennis Court was kept3 the 
: D ae, 
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Duke, who hated Tennis when he was jw 
at Maxtua; took great delight in it at | 
Caſal , perhaps to ſhew his Miftriſs his 
addreſs; but, he ſpoyl'd his own de- fn 
fien : For, he not being able to take Iv 
his Eyes from the Window where ſhe 
was, he hardly ſtroke one Ball of three, 
It was no ſmall diverfion to the ſpecta- 
rors , to ſee. thoſe two Lovers ſpeak 
with their Eyes and Hands, and uſe 1 
thouſand other pleafant Geſtures, in 
that place, where there was conſtantly = 
more perſons aſſembled to obſerve 
them, then to ſee the good play off 
thoſe that were at Tennis : In thef( 
mean time jealoufie ſeiz'd furiouſly up-F 
on all the Ladies in that place; but, 
amongſt them all, it chiefly laid hold of 
a young Woman whoſenamewas Nata, 
Grandchild to the Preſident ; ſhe al- 
moſt dyed with envy at the Dukes 
Courtſhip to the Lady Margaret , be- 
lieving her ſelf much handſomer than 
her Couſin the Lady * Margaret; and 
had great deſires (at leaſt) coſhare with 
_ her in the Dukes Aﬀection: and her 
Grief increaſed the more from the vex- 
ation ſhe had, to ſee, that all her Beau- 
ty and Ornaments had not power e- 
= _ __nough 
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nougl to draw'one kind look from his 


[: 
2c {Highneſs for, whom the had dreſt her 
is felt to no--pÞþrpole., -The Duke never 


went to Play, bat by his dearly Belo- 
e ved: Marearets 'command , his innen 
e was alwayes brought to her Houſes 
>: the ſcarce touchrt:the Ball three times , 
but away he muſt go to ſhift himſelf 
n ker Chamber, leaving the reſt: of the 
2 IPlayers at Tennis:, ſometimes: three 
n ſhoures, to waic, till he came down to 
y make an end 5-which, he ſometimes 
ecommanded-them--to.gdo,. A French 
xt Gentleman hapning to be in the Tennis 
ef[Coutt onedayy was by chance on the 
- Dukes fide, who was gone up, as his 
Cuſtom was/,/to the Lady Margaret ; 
fEthis! Frenchman, impatient (as thoſe of 
his Nation commonly are -)-at- the 
-YDukes giving ſo long .a time to rub 
sYhimſelf, ' fell into a paſſion , -and ſaid 
-Epublickly to ene of his Camerades,; - It. 
nf the Dake of: Maztva muſt :(: as is re- 
{{ ported) haverhe Command of theIm- 
18 petial Army! for the King of Spazn, 
| Lombardy. will quickly be ours, tor he 
{| takes: up more: time in changing -his 
- | Shirt, then the French d0 in taking a 


. | Town, —Y | 
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There was no body but plainly fawM 
this ſo often changing of Linnen wagkc 
rather a prerence of the Dukes, than 
neceſſity; nothing moving him to runſi 
op to her Chamber, bat ſome Amogia 
rous fancy, which the ſight of her a 
the Window awaker'd in him $ andhr 
there was great reaſon to believe it, faſ© 
ſhe never ſtirr'd out of the Balcony ah 
long as the Prince was in the Tenniga 
Court; but, immediately wvanifh' 
when he went out to'go to her Cham 
ber; and, afſoon'as he was got imtqpe 

. the Streer, to return to his Play, thi 
appear'd in the Balcony again: whic 
diſcover'd eafily , that he ſought: na 
pleaſare, bur rthar, of being near hi: 
Goddeſs; and ſhe glory'd in nothing 
more; 'then to ler the People ſee, ſh 
had been giving him bis Shirt, @ -: 
| In the mean time the Mother of thi 
young Lady, and alſo the Duke, begui 
ferioufly to think, of finding out -ar 
Match' for this betoved Margaret , whey 
wanted no pretenders , her power bel 
ing fo great with the Duke ; who, wy 
this deſign, tro, Marry her, intended 
not fo to rid himſelf of her, whom hifal 
loy'd paſſionately: Nor did the oldb 

SH Mortheſ 


* 
another reſolve fo to loſe her; but,they 
ook this way, to diſguiſe thoſe ſhame- 
zaful effets, which uſually follow theſe 
kind of diſhoneſt Paſſions, as it ordi- 
1hrily happens in 7taly, where the Hus- 
atþand ofren ſerves for a Cover : For, 
nan unmarryed Woman, though ſhe is 
faſCourted by a Prince, is lookt upon in 
 aFhar Country as infamous, if ſhe enter- 
ain him s - But, on the contrary, ler a 
IQ{arryed Woman be never ſo impu- 
Jenc, ſhe is nevertheleſs very well re- 
eqpeiv'd amongſt all Ladies of the great- 
of. of qualliry, | 
ny The Family of this Lady Margaret 
12d been ſo blaſted by the abominable 
1Featriage of her Mother with the French» 
199271, and the Spaniards , her eldeſt Siſt» 
&r particularly , whaſe name was the 
FCounteſs LZovize, lately a Widow, had 
Seen notorious, and had liv'd the life of 
mW common Curtizan, taking Mony of 
any body; living that kind of life, 
awhich is ſo much praRiſed amongſt 
hoſe Women, ſo well known by Tra- 
avellors ; ſhe fell in love with a French- 
Sn, who came off better cheap, and 
Falmoſt for a ſimple Grand Mercy; he 
dbeing, as one may ſay, more Courted 
_ D3 by 
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by that young Widow, then he car 
for , which made her fall-into ſtrangg - 
diſorders, when- he was forc'd to return. 

- into France with the French Army, u 
which he was an Officer, and left cha; 
poor diſcanſolate Widow to re-takg | 
that habit of Mourning ſhe had fo late 
ly quitted ; and, it is believ'd, ſhe hag” 
remain'd unconſolable, if the French 
9ans place had not been kindly take 
up by a young Eatle in-Caſal ; buty. 
what was moſt remarkable, was thi 
Counteſles flattering her (elf with thi 
hopes of Marrying this young Earle 
by the Credit her Siſter had with the 
Duke, and his Authotity ; ſhe gave 
him all the Liberties imaginable , and 
they liv'd together like Man and Wie 
with {o publick a Scandal, that the Bi 
ſhop intended to Excommunicate them 
but was (00n-prevented from that trou 
ble; for, the young Earle at laſt cloy 
ed with the Embraces of that Lady 
and weary of her Addrefles, began te 
leave her off by little and litrlez which] 
the Counteſs perceiving, addreſs'd het 
ſelf to her Siſter, deſiring her to per 
ſwade the Duke, to Command the 
Earle to. Marry her z which, when Fe 

Du 
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Duke went about to do, the young 


"1 Earle briskly anſwered ; Sir, The Earles 


] of Caſat do:not uſe to Marry Whores: 


-1 Thus this poor abus'd Counteſs ſought 


I her ſatisfaction in her patience, and 
| try'd no more that vain atternpt, of 
Marrying the Earle by the Dukes Au- 


-4- thority and Juſtice, as her Siſter incou- 


raged her to hope; for the Earle 
Swore, he would rather a thouſand 
times die a Man of Spirir, then live a 


4. baſe Cuckold: So the Counteſs ſeeing 


Force would do her no good, employ'd 
Mildneſs and Carefles to gain him; bur 
the Earle being well acquainted with 
the Crafts of Women, us'd his oppor- 
tunities, took ſome times his pleaſure, 
and derided Matrimony + Nevertheleſs 
the Lady Margaret had pretenders good 
ſtore, who were drawn more by their 
Ambition, becauſe of the Empire ſhe 
had over the Duke, then by any other 
Motive; whil't ſhe minded nothing 
more_then the enjoying her pleaſntes 
at full liberty, which ſhe could only do 

y bygetting a Husband quickly ; but a 
Husband of her own chuſing , fir for 
the purpoſe; that is to ſay, a good ho- 
neſt Man, and one as the 1talian layes, 
4.  Ungran 


Un gran cog, &c. The Mother | 
and Daughter both jump'd in this x uk 
niongs the Mother fearing, that if her 
Daughter ſhould chance to fall into 
the hands of ſome Fantaſtick Husband, 
ſhe might loſe all her authority over 
her; and they both together fear'd 
that his i]! hamour might be the occa- 
fion of raining her Favour with the 
Duke, and ſo they ſhould be quite un- 
done, and loſe all their hopes, The 
Duke alſo was mindful of his own inte- 
reſt jn that Afﬀair, and conſented noe 
ro the Marriage of his Miſtreſs but up- 
on thoſe termes z chuſtng rather topoſ- 
ſeſs her in that condition ſhe was alrea- 
dy, then loſe her in another, The 
Dutcheſs, on her ſide, conſidering the 
Intereſt of State, the conſervation of 
the Houſe of Gopzague, and for the 
general ſatisfation of her Subjeds , 
looking upon the Duke as the onely 
prop of her Family, defir'd, and ſoughe 
nothing more then to.ſee this Lady 
Margaret Marryed away; fearing, leaſt 
the Duke might, loſing himſelf-in this 
extreame ridiculous Love for her,think 
ot Marrying her himſelf : At that 
time there came to Caſal. the Earl of 
es in Roveras 
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Rovera,a man made for their purpoſe, 
and made as ſuch a man ſhould be; he 
he was born at Savors, and deſcended 
from that noble Family of Rovera, 
which has given to the Church thoſe 
two famous Popes Sixtws the fourth, 
and Fwlizs the ſecond, The humonr 
of this Lord was yery peaceable and re- 
tired, not caring to ſee any body bur 
thoſe of his old acquaintance, In fine, 
he was a true Ball for theſe Ladies to 
roſs, and ſuch a one as the Duke, the 
mother and daughter all deſired, and 
to ſpeak him in one word, he was of a 
humour to let them do what they 
pleas'd, and go were they had a mind 
ro; and though he was not a man 
of great Learning, yer he was for. all 
Yhar,a man of very good ſenſe, and his 
wit was Capable of ſerving him better 
than his Language, ; 

 Thedeſtgn of this Earl had been to 
paſs his Life in a ſingle condition, if 
the ſolicitations of the Duke. and the 
Lady Margaret (who was reſalv'd nor 
co let ſlip this occaſion) had not alter'd 
his reſolutions, and from the firſt day 
he made her a viſir,put him into a con- 
Cition of not being able tg live one 


iy 


and that he ſhould ſeriou 
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day withont ſeeing her: Whilſt they 
were treating of th's marriage, the La- 
dy Margaret, to try whether the Earl 
were ot a jealous humour, pretended 
one day (as he fat muſing by himſelf.in 
her Chamber) that the Duke had ſent 
for her to play at Cards with him, ſo 
that ſhe ſhould be oblig'd to ſtay there 
with her mother till che next day; and 
to perſwade the Ex abſolurely to be- 
lieve the Duke loved her paſſionately, 
She told him, That the Duie loving 
her as he did, ſhe could do no leſs than 
to ſatisfie him in all chings that depen- 
ded upon her : but the Earl not under- 
ſtanding her, or at leaſt, pretending nor 


to know her meaning, onely anſwer'd, 


She would do very well to ſerve his 
Highneſs, and ſo went away, _ 
One of the neareſt kindred to the 
Fatrl, hearing of this intended marriage, 
went to him with defign to ſpeak free- 
ly to him concerning it as a Friend, and 
told him, he ought to think more than 
once ypon what he was $oug to do, 
y conſider, 
(before he proceeded any further) upon 
the love between the Duke and the 
Lady Margaret ; but the Earl anſwer'd, 
Matri- 


5 


Matrimony will break that Friendſhip. 


Thar ſame Friend of his indeavour'd 


to prove the contrary to him by a hun- 
dred reaſons, but could get no. other 


| anſwer from him (after he had thanke 


him kindly for his advice ) bur this, 
The horns. that are grafted by a Prince 
do not fit- heavy. upon. the. head, 
T wo days after agother of his Friends 
told, him openly, that for his part he 
would not marry that young Lady for 
any thing in the world, becaule that as 
long as the Duke lived, he conld not re- 
frain from being jealous, and ſhould 
afluredly die a Cuckold. This ſecond 
advice amaz'd the Earl alittle, yet he 
ſaid onely that he believed nothing of 
all theſe reports... In thE mean time this 
renewed advice wrought ſuch aneffec, 
_ that he went not to ſee his Miſtreſs in 
two days; but love being ſtronger, he 
could not refrain from viſiting her 
again, ſo great was his deſire to marry 
her and make her his dear half. | 
The Duke ſeem'd to take.nonotice 
of all theſe Paſſages, ( though they 
made a noiſe great enough,) but waited 
till che Earl (poke to himſelf abour 'ir, 
which he at laſt did, at the NY 
® 
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of the mother,who ler him know thay 
| her houſe had been always proteed 
by his HighneF, and her daughter in 
particular, rowhom the Duke had al- 
ways OP much friendfhip , and 
ſhe conld do nothing without his High- 
neſs conſent and approbation, The 
Earl anſwer'd her preſently, That all 
Geatlemen were as much oblig'd to this 
duty, and that they were not wont te 
marry without they were certain of the. 
Princes aſſent, and therefore it was his 
- duty todo the ſame thing; after this 
reply he parted from her togo to the 
Duke, that old Lady having promis'd 
him to do the like in behalf of her 
daughter. The Earl had ſcarce began 
his complement to the Duke concern- 
ing his marriage with the Lady Atarga- 
ret, when the Duke interrupted him to 
ſpeak to him advantageouſly of her 
Family and her Perſon, affuring the 
Earl of his affeQtion and prote&ion in 
all chings; and to let him ſee how much 
he approv'd of this marriage, he told 
him with a great demanſtration of love, 
that he was certain that one or both 
could not but be happy, fince it wes im- 
poſlible for him ta find a more —_ 
a Eng 
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lent woman nor more worthy .of ſuch 
2 hnsband, nor for her to find a husband 
more worthy of ſuch a wife, The Earl 
after he had paid his reſpes and de- 
ſerv'd thanks to the Duke, ſaid to him, 
I marry the Lady Margaret, becauſe ſhe 
is protected by your Highneſs, Fo 
which the Duke preſently: replyed, 
laughing, We will love the Lady Mar- 

aret, and we will loye her until death, 
aving been brought up together from 
the beginnings of our life. . The Duke 
after he had difſconrs'd a long time with 
the Earl concerning the particularities 
of this wedding, took him by:the hand; 
and ſaid to him, Go, my Lord,you will 
gather a Flower;-worthy af ſuch a Ro- 
vers, ' My Tree (ſaid the Earl).wants 
a Flower which comes from the hands 
of your Highneſs. This marriage then 
concluded 'to the fatisfa&ion! of the 
intereſted parties, they received all the 
Complements, and made their Balls and. 
Feaſts a la moat: de France, which had 
been maſters. of \Caſal. more; then fif- 
reen. years; and had. ſo well eſtabliſh'd 
the French. Liberty in that Town to 
the delight of the.inhabicants,thar they 
16foly'd to keep it for ever; and. it is 
hy - certain, 
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certain,'that if they were to change 
their maſter, chey would-accept.of ins 
- otherbut the moſt Chriſtian King ; fo 
well do they remain ſatisfied with the 
French Nation, which is athingiexrra- 
ordinary in 7taly, where they are coms 
monly ſo much thated, though rhe 
Tralians can give no reafon for their 
averſion” ro thoſe People: For itis 
moſt certain, that in thoſe Places of 
Ttaly where any of the French inhabit; 
they bring in one moneth more profit 
to that iphace,than the' Spaniards afford 
chem in ren . year,-\/Phe Duke, alz 
though invited to this wedding; could 
not reſolve upon any-con{tderation, to 
ſee his Lady Margaret given away, t0 
whom he writ this 'Letrer, |. 


My Heart, © | 


F 1 thoueht that thy Marriage would 
Y deprive 'me of thoſe Priviledges 1 
have hitherto ipjoyed with thee, » for 
certain-T ſhould rejoyce wery little at it, 
but T do rejoyce, becanſe 1 aſſure my ſelf 
thou marri:ft with a reſolution to give thy 
Hnsband but the leavings of our _ 
= mn. Toh | crew 
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heretofore we have been forc'd to do all 
thines ſecretly to hide them from all the 
world; but from this day we ſhall find it 
more eaſie to conceal our ations: from 
onely one 1m4an; give bim the appearances, 
but .do thon be ſure to keep thy heart for 
me, and remember that 1 am wholly 


thine, __— | 
_—- -Charles. 


-"" The Duke let flip no occaſion of 
being preſent ac, all che Balls that were 
preſented to the: Bride in ſeveral places; 
and one day he was in a dreſs that diſ- 
- guized him ſomuch, that he had never 
been diſcovered but .by his great .Fa- 
*Tiliarity with the Bride. The Duke 
having taken, notice of a Diamond 
upon the Bridegrooms finger in the 
faſhion of a Heart, which himſelf had 
_ given his Lady Margaret,when ſhe was 
a maid, and was eſteemed worth a 
thouſand Crowns, was ſo extreamly 
angry to ſee the Earl wear it, that he 

reſoly'd to go-away from Caſal without 
ſpeaking to her, but ſhe having ſmoakr 
him, us'd all her endeayour to appeaſe 

him, and bring him back again, pro- 

a reſting 
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teſting he was in a miſtake, to believe- 

ſhe had vive that Ring to het Hu(- 

band. which ſhe eſteem'd ſo'much for 

his Highneſs ſake, as the pledge of his 
affecion, that it was more dear to her 
thah any thing in the world, The 
Duke ſoftened by her tears, dried them 

' up, not with a handkercher, buc with 
his kiſſes, and after that ſtaid in her 
Chamber with her for ſome hours that 
day. 

The wedding was kept with ſo great 
pomp atid rhagnificence , that there 
wanted nothing bur the publick pre- 
ſence of the Duke, who thowgh he re- 
fus'd to appear there in perſon, yer to 
ſhew how much he honour'd them, he | 
ſent the Bride a Medal of gold, in which 
was 2 Daizy,(which ſignifies Afargarct) . 
ſet round with twelve Diamonds, and 
two Chains of great value, which he ago 
companied with this note, 
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1 adviſe thee to be cautions in the 
Captivating thy ſelf , and cenſider , if 
tho art a priſoner to two perſons, it will 
pot be eaſic to cheat both thy keepers, 


The love of the Duke to the _ 
Counteſs 


aw «a. 
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Counteſs ſeem'd after this fvedding tg 


. | grow- by little and liccle ſomething. 


cool, but it was bur a feigned coldneſs: 
For he often found his opportunities of 
entertaining her in private” during his 
ſtay at Caſal, The Earl us'dall the are 


| he was capable of to ſurprize his wife 


| in her private conferences with the 


Duke; but in vain; ſo that at laſt he 
began to believe ſhe had been ſlander'd; 


and fo reſted in peace; giving her all 
kind of Liberty z who had wit enough 
1 to:make the righr uſe of ir; and con- 


tented the Husband in publick, and the 
Gallant in private; bur ſence now the 
Timeand Necefliry of the State ſeem'd 
to demand a Succeſlonr. to the Duke, 
ſo to-conſerye that rich-Patrimony till 


f in the ſame Houſe where it had long 


continned , and there being no other 


Þ branch lefc of the houſe of Gonzagnc 
Þ bat himſelf, The whole Scare begun 


noiv to think in good earneſt of marry- 
ing him to ſome Princeſs worthy of ſo 
great a Prince, many matches were pro 
pos'd, but heaven, that ordinarily takes 


J care of making marriages, ordain'd the 


Archdachelſs 1ſabella Clare, 2 Princeſs 


| worthy'of a Crown, to be this Dukes 


E wife, 
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wife, and ſhould by her Life and Pa- |. 
tience adde a new luſtre to the houle of |, 
Gonzague; ſome other woman perhaps 
would have brought the ſame diſorder 
into that houſe (and it may bea worſe) | 
than that which the houſe of Lorraine Wſ 
experimented in the loye which the Þ, 
Duke Charles of Lorraine ' expreſs'd 
for the Counteſs of Carntecroy, to the 
prejudice 'of that affeftion which he 
owed to his wife. Nzcola, The Ducheſs, 
who notwithſtanding all- the indiffe-&. 
rency which ſhe ſaw in her husband to-K; 
wards het, ſhe exprefs'd noc the leaſt, 
jealouſie of the Countel(s, and althoughh 
ſhe ſaw in alittle time her husband ab-, 
ſolurely eſtranged from her, and en-hy 
gag'd altogetlier in the love of that 
woman, yet the look'd no leſs kindly 
upon the Duke her husband, even 
whil ſt the Counteſs endeavoured to 
= him from her by all the wayesffo 

ofible, having writ -this Letter to 
im, noewithſtanding ſhe knew his 


Marriage with the Dacheſs was con-lſ 
cluded; | 


Great 


WO 


45 SES WO 
(Great Prince, 9: 
7 Am not ignorant that the wairiage of 
your Highneſs with the Archducheſs 
ſabella Clare ; will bring an increaſe to 
wr Family, a glory to your State, and 
comfort to your ſeryants, but as faft as 
ejoyo MF ing ſo great 4 Prince does 
ow in the heart of the Archaucheſs, that 
my heart will diminiſh in the If I am 
r ſaffer, of a beart that was alwayes the 
ject of my love, and all my deſires : '1 
we your Highneſs will pardon me for 
ritine 30 you in this manner, but in the 
edition I am in of looſpne what 1 
dere, 1 car be no longer any thing elſe 
t an extra4agant without condatt or 
Breſor; but if your Highnef has been 
Beaſed to honour me hitherto' by loving 
oe 4s 4 Friend ; 1 defire you will at leaſt 
Sfortinue your grace and faveur to we 
Or loving, for the tine to come, 45 Your 
of: bamble ſervant 6. 
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The Duke, who loy'd the Counte 

_ above his own reputation, after he ha 
Tread her Letter two or three tim 
over, ſighing, in the preſence of a br 
ther of hers who brought it to hinlll 
tore it; after he had anſwer'd it, wiſh: 
munch tenderneſs in thefewords; K; 


" jt? 
LC 
- 


Counteſs, __ F* 


A LI Princes are accuſtomed to muſh 
A ry themſelves anore by reaſon. ir 
| State then Love ; ſo they love thilhh 
wives more by reaſon of State than fe 
affettion, If the intereſt of my houſe ally; 
not oblige me to marry, nothing ſhollfs 
hinder me from being alwayes thidly 
whoſe I fhall be, in defþ ight of all thi 
that would oppo it ; and ſince this 
haſt deceiv'd thy husband to content my; 
why cannot I deceive my wie for thy [Wi 
zisfattion ? trouble thy ſelf for nothinilig 
and love thy Du 


[2 
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<9 Although the furious warres'in the 
x 1629, had yery much exhauſted 
nie "treaſure of that State, yet: the 
Ducheſs in this time of the marrying 
uf her ſon ſpar'd for no coſt, to render 
8 very ſplendid and magnificent; all 
Je Ladies of Honour that had liv'd in 
Hat Court were inviced to make the 
try-of the new Princeſs into Mdztv4 
Hote glorious. There was none ex- - 
Fepred- in that invitation bur the 
\MFounteſs, who the Ducheſs would nor 
# Fvite co that Ceremony, for ſome rea- 
Wiis',, which, mortification ro the 
 Fountels'the ſoon- after complain'd of 
$the Duke,” and her: reſentment was 
Vtipticned by hey- being, as it were, 
Saiſh'd fromthe Court ina time. 
Shen the Earl her husband had re- 
$176 one of the chiefeſt Imployments 
Sr the Ceremony' of that Entry; of 
Which place he very well acquitted 
itſelf to the: Contentment 'of the 
[Puke his maſter: yet notwithſtanding 
| this, the Counteſs would 'go':to 
lantua ; and adorn'd her ſelf with all 
e eallantries that fine Ladies rake at 
Poſe" times ro ſer themſelves off ar 
Toure, whither ſhe went co. ſee the 
TOY E 3 ne 
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new Ducheſs, where at laſt the Dacheſ 
- motherto-the Duke, gave her leavey 
ſtay ta take part in the divertizemey 
of the: Balls, which were given thay 
for many dayes together, The fit 
great Ball paſs'd without the Dukg 
ſeeming to take any notice of his La 
Margavet ;.and although -there wi 
moragk Prudence.than.caldne(s of-4 
fetian:in this carriage of his, yet tall 
Counteſs could hardly refrain from 
preſſing-thoſe' fignes ] af... anger:: . 
jalouſie which ſeiz'd upon her hea 
imagining that the Dake f(arisfied wil 
the beauty and carrefſes of |his Bridſ: 
began: to neglect her charmes ; whid] | 
had fo long captivated him; ſhe. qtmi 
ted no- opportunity of 'fpeaking +0: 
Duke, w > able: her, and. 
avoided talking with her, though 
did not forget to canſe-her to be take} 
put to dance as well as the other. Indi 
of Quality, to whom i Princes alway 
2pply: themſelves to do them chief hy 
nour at thoſe times..; Buc-this politic 
diffitanlation of the: Dukes; cold: calf 
riage' to the Counteſs continued bu 
* lettlerwhile: for before the returnid.ay” 
Faſal wich her husband, his Highne 
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ef would ſee her, and diſcours'd with her; 


ex above an hour in private. 'I know not 
"ff in what place they met, but the Mar- 
1- queſs of 4rrig0 paſling by the place 

g where the Duke and ſhe were talking, 
d and perceiving them together , Your 
dj Highneſs (ſaid he ) goes back ro the 
 Sicut erat-, -before- you ' begin tlie 
tl © The Counteſs went away very well 
a ſatisfied, after this conference with the 
Duke, which:made it beliey'd that his 
x Highneſs, confir'd theproteſtations of 
ug} his conſtancy:to hers, burr 'was impoſ- 


4 fible for. her hnsband to' diſcover the 


@ reaſon of thar great joy-which was iti 
il her face at their return toCa(al, -- 

Theſe 'beginnings of the- Dukes. 
 Matriage; though they paft rhus/ cold. 
48 ly; yer it was not to be imagin'd thar it 
<. wonld continue ſo long; :although it 
& is true ,-that'the Thoughts and Af- 
faires of Princes diſpenſes them infome 
fort from the orditaty- pradtifers of in- 


id feriour People + and, moſt-People ima- 
a gine, the Prince has perform'd his dut 


of well enough, if he has got his Wife 


#- with Child nevertheleſs, this Duke 


of Charles,, whether it were through the 
W's E 4 tenderneſs 
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tenderneſs of his Age, having ſcarce 
yer artived to his one and-tyentieth 
years or through ſome other reaſon, 
he ceaſed not for three moneths toge- 
ther to Careſs the Dutcheſs his Wife 
with all ſort of kindneſs, not only be- 
fore his familiar Friends ue alfo in the 
preſence of the Embaſſadyrs themſelves, 
which was a great contentment to the 
Durcheſs his Mother ; but-3 Moneths 
after that, ſome buſigeſs at Montferrat, 
pr, as it is conjeur'd, theLoye to the 


{a newly planted, whoſe -Rootes were | 
yet byt ſmall and tender; the ſight of 
the Counteſs made him. forget his 
'Wite; and; it was obſery'd, he had ne- 
yer taken fo great a delight in Careſ 
Fon of the Nutcheſs, as he taok onely 
.in ſpeaking with the Counteſs: but; 
becauſe the preſence of the Husband || . 
-was'an Obſtacle to their pleaſures, he] 
found out a way þy a preteace of oy 
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neſs to ſend him ro Mantua : The 
Earle, who had from the firſt night of 


the Dukes arriving at Caſal, taken ber- 


ter notice of ſome paſſages he was trou- 
bled ro diſcover,began then to believe, 


what till-chen he had bur ſuſpeced ; 


nevertheleſs he niuſt'go by his Prince's 
Command, without ſhewing any repug- 
nance for that journey: bur, at his re- 
turn, he receiv'd an account of all had 
pallet from a waiting Maid, to whom 


he had made great'*promiſes 04-Re- 


ward, with Oaths to perform them, to 
be a' fairhful Spy for him, of whar, 
paſs 'd between the Duke,and his Wife, 
In his abſence ; ſhe promis'd the Earle, 
ro give him anexa& Account; bur, ir 
was not'very difficult for her (the Coun- 
reſs not miſtruſting her)to find out the 


moſt" private paſſages for this incelli- 


Yence,' The Earle had fooliſhly be- 
eved, that all the Dukes Love: had 


no other- Concluſion bur Playing at 
Cards, and perhaps ſome little French 


 Freedomes with his Wife; imagining, 


that 'her Brothers and Kindred", <har 


, wereiintereſted in the-ſame reputation, 


\ 


'wobld- have prevented any furtherill, 
but: he deceiy'd- hiinſelf, For, they 
7 2434 were 
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| were of the opinion he himſelf haq ae 
firſt declar'd, ( that the Hornes Grafte 
ed by a Prince did not fit uneafily. ypon 
the Head) and were {o far from waxch-- 
mg the Actions of the Duke, and: their 
Kinſwoman, to prevent the ſhame : of 
their Houſe , that they were .yery; of- 
ficious to bring them together, and 
ſerving the Dukes Loves with all-ima- 
ginable care and diligence; and. the 
chiefe amongſt them. in this imploys+ 
ment ,, was he, whom the Duke! had 
lately made Maſter of the Artillery ar 
Caſal;, it was hethat convey by night 
his Siſter into the Dukes Chamber,and 
moſt commonly kepe the Door;watch- 
ing with the Male that was to carry back 
his Siſter te her own Lodging, when 
the had pleaſurd the.Duke ::In truth 
this Amour grew-very. ſtrong-in; this 
laſt Journey; the one began to -hate 
her. Husband, to;ſatisfie her. Gallant ; 
the-other, tadeſpiſe his Wife, to give 
bjmſelf incirely to his Friend 5 and this 
was plainly perceiv'd. by what happen- 
ed aiter the Dukes return to Martues 
where he diſcover'd, (to the great aſto- 
niſhment of all the World) that he 
was Cloyed of his Wife: Ng body be- 


ing 
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ing able. to imagine, how; a young 

Prince. could poſſibly be weary ſo ſoon 
of a, young Princeſs,who allo was new- 
lyproy'd wigh:Child, to the ;great Joy 
of! the. wholg Court ,, whil'lt in the 
meantime that..chaſt Dove knew not 
what to think. of a Hushand .ſo young 
who exprelt {oliccle Love -r@ her; and 
nevertheleſs,. although. her Grief at ic 
yas great, yet her Prudence as greaters 
{p,that .ſhe- pretended: nor. tg ſee _thar 
which ſhe bur.coo _mych diſcover'd ; 
Fhe Earle, which the Dake bad taken 
order to ſend away to Mani44,was con- 
manded not; to ſtir from.thence: till his 
Highaeſs recuin'd , which he-obey'd 3 
and the Nuke was na fooner-atrived in 


the Toiyn,bughe ſent him back to his 


own Houſe, Where his Cyriolity-coſt 
him dear, ' and.. gave -him.;no ſmall 


- Mortificarion ; the Servant he had im- 


ploy'd ro. watch , having given him 
the whole Relation of all -had-paſt be- 
tween the Duke and his. Wite : the 
ſhame and-confufion of this poor Man 
is not tobe expreſs'd , when;he learne 
ghe circumſtances of this- Impadene 
wer countenanc'd by the baſeneſs of 
is Wiyes own Brothers ; and —— 

| v 
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| he ſeem'd to take no notice of what 
he too well knew, nor hearkned to 
the Diſcourſes of his Friends upon that 
Chapter; yer, he could not imagine, 
that the Crimes of his Wife, and his 
own misfortune was ſo publick: his me- 
| lancholly grew to that height, that he 
' (aw not any body thar Salyted him in 
the Streets; and he fancyed every mi- 
nute, that People weremaking Hornes 
at him behind his back : The Coun- 
reſs, who had a good Noſe, ſmelt our 
the reaſon of the Change in her Hus- 
bands Humour, . and redoubled her 
Careſles to him ; fearing, leaſt this jea- 
louſie which he appear'd ſo inſenſible 
of before his Marriage, might produce 
ſome unhappy effect; for, it is certain, 
that had - ſhe known him' 'to be of a 
jealous humour, ſhe would never have 
Maryann fo 

- In the mean time, as the Eatle and 
his Counteſs walked one evening after 
Supper upon the Town Walls, the Earl 
ask'd his Wife, Did his Highneſs waite 
upon you often © As hewas wont, re- 
ply'd ſhe; (ſeeing towharend-he ſpoke 
Kt) And, What did you do rogether, 
{aid the Earle 2 to which; ſheanſwer'd; 


| The 
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The ſane that you did with the D#trheſs 
at Mavtua: Thus they both rallyed one 
another, The Husband perceiving what 
it was to have ſuch a Wife,and the wife 
lamented the trouble of having ſuch a 
Husband - yet nevertheleſs the Earles 
jealoufies had ſome intermiſhons, his 
Melancholly often giving place to his 
 Joy5 fo that his Wite, and Brothers in- 
Law felt ſome time the effects of the 
one, and then of he other, Whilſt 
theſe things paſs'd in the Year 1652, 
the Dutcheſs was brought to bed of a 
Son, which is now the onely Prop of 
the Houſe of Gon=ague; the Confola- 
tion of his Mother ; the Glory and 
Hope of the State, to which he. gives 
oreat hopes, promiſing very. much, 
ſhewing himſelfa great and brave Prince, 
and exprefling averſion for an idle lazy 
life z and, on the contrary, a great incli- 
nation for aſl the exerciſes of Warr : 
Ic is believed , that fince the Birth of 
that young Prince ,- the Duke con» 
yers'd not with the Dutcheſs as his 
Wife; the reaſon of this opinion'is his 
afſidnous love to the Countels, as alſo 
becauſe the Dutcheſs has not been 
wich Child frem that time, ny 
| is 
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This indifference of the: Duke -to- 
wards the Dutcheſs was alſs imputed 
to two other cauſes; the firſt, xo He? 
Natural coldneſs., theother, to 1know 
not what ſtrange deviſe of the Counteſs: 
the laſt ſcarce is donbted of; for, as re+ 
port has ſaid, this Woman fearing co | 
loſe the Dukes Frietidſhip after his 
Marriage, and ſeeking to injoy alone a 
good, withont which ſhe deſpis'd all 0- 
therszreſolv'd to ag all wayes to pres 
vent chat, which ſhe thought an obftacle 
to her defign; to that end, havingtold 
her thoughts to one of her Siſters, ſhe, 
by her meanes, became acquainted with 
a certain Magician, who dwelt at St- 
Sauvenr, near to Cafal 3 the Countels 
went to him, and obtain'd ſome words 
from him ;/ That he bid her be con- 
fident ſhe ſhoald enjoy the Dukes 
Friendſhip alone: but , becauſe - this 
Sorcerer was of an intelligence with 
a certain Religious Dominican, thar 
Lady gaind him-by his meanes; ſhe 
rewarding him, by not-refuſing him the 
fatisfaRion he requir'd / of her : ſo, af- 
ter that this Charme ſacceeded fo well 
by the help of this Reverend Father., 
that by their Diabolical —_— 

uke 
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Duke had that kno tyed, uſually ſo fa- 
tal ro Marriage: Others have beliey'd_ 
that this was a falſe report, and that 
_ this Witchcraft took no effe&, but thac 
the Duke: made it a pretext ro ayoid 
the Dutcheſs, whom he lov'd not; 
and deyore himſelf ro the Counteſs , 
whom the adord, in which there is no 
likelihood : For, let any body imagine 
how it can be poſſible for a young 
Prince to live in the company of his 
Wife without touching her, if there 
had nor been ſome reaſon diabolical,or 
ſupernatural to hinder him : fo, that if 
muſt certainly be believ'd , that the 
Counteſs did bewitch the Duke, 

The old Dutcheſs, troubled at the 
Dukes infirmity, told him he ſhould 
make nſe of ſome ſpiritual or natural 
remedies to cure him, but ( what was 
vety ſtrange) he laught ar her advice, 
which made people believe that it was 
done by his own conſent. 

It has , been ſaid thar that natwal 
.coldneſs of the young Ducheſs, com- 
pard to the Conſtitution (ſo contrary) 
of the Counteſs, contributed very 
much for the ſmall affetion he had for 
| her; but how could rhe Ducheſs —_ 
oft 
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off that purity ſo rare and commenda« 
ble, which ſhe had alwayes made the 
ornament of Her life, to comply with 
the Dukes deſires, and which he found 
in another? There is no donbr but 
that ſlie loy'd as much as any other 
woman could do, but with a ſincere, 
true aid real love, for to ſay truth, ſhe 
was not in the number of rhoſe that 
onely made a ſhew of love, bur ſhe 
loy'd her hitsband from 'the bottom 
of her heart 5 ſo that all her affetion 
was within, havitig not thoſe. little 
fooliſh fondheſſes which ſome other 


wives ſtudy with ſo much affetation. 


to ſhew their loves: Ina word, her af- 
fetion was truly great, though ſhe did 
not make ſhew of it ; bur to clear all 
this, I think it to ſome purpoſe to ſay 


ſomething by the way, to diſcover 
what the Dukes inclinations were na- 


rurally,atid alſo of that of the Countels 
Margaret. 


All men naturally take great de-. 
Iight in the Careſſes they receive; it is. 
certain that the Duke was more 1n- 
clin'd to that fatisfation than any man; | 
ſo that it may almoſt be ſaid,. that þ,, 
weakneſs was a fault of nature in him þj. 
| W 
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who ſo,defired to be courted by the 
women, without which, ir is thought; 
the Duke would have been inſenfible 
for theth ; "they ſay that this inclina< 
tion of the Dukes was caus'd by the 
Converſation of the Ladies of the 
Court, amongſt whom he was brought 
up, and ſpent moſt of his youch, having 
alwayes been careſs'd by one or othet 
of thoſe . Ladies that-waiced oh his 
Mother, who lov'd nothing more than 
to ſee the women make mich of him; 
and 'to be under the condud of that 
 Yſex, and particularly the Lady Marga- 
Bret, who had ſo ns'd himi to het car- 
' Brefles, that he could not think of car- 
 Frefling his wife, if he were fot prepar'd 
| by hers, which is a thing that ſeldom 
' Fhappens , but what che one could not 
* do, the other was perfect in, and e$- 
” Rercis'd her art (o to the humour of the 
> Duke, chat he could not defend hirii- 
Belf from her Charms, chough he had 
famind to it; alfo the Counteſs ivas li- 
deral enough of her Conrcſhips to him; 
moy'd rather by ambicioh to domi- 
peer and govern the Duke, than by 
any ſentiment of natore, which is be- 
liev'd by the little care ſhe rook t6 
ſe” E court 
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court her .husband at that rates and 
certainly the very Sirenes and Circes 
were neyer capable of more intice- 
ments and Aattering catrefles than ſhe 
us'd to pleaſe. the Duke, 

See here the poiſon of this Martis 
age, ſee here the Fall of the Dukes res 
putation; a Princeſs treo modeſt and 
little ſenſible of Carreſles,and a Prince 
roo deſirous of thoſe kind of Charms; 
and on the other ſide, a woman expe: 
rienc'd in all the crafts of Love. to 
gain the heart of this Prince, and take 
it from the Princeſs, and it is  ſtedfaſtly 
believ'd, that if the Princeſs had been 
of her rivals humour , the Duke 
would have loy'd her as well as he 
lov'd the Counteſs, and had been as 
good a Husband as he was a Lover; 
and that if the Counteſs had nor un- 
derſtood the way of creating him ig 
another manner than the Ducheſs did, 
without doubt he would have had no 
greater a Complaſance for her; but 
yet it was better for the Princeſs to be 
as ſhe was, than to be of the humour 
of her rival: In the mean time; it is 
eaſte ro be beliey'd, that the exceſifve 
carreſles which the Counteſs _ 

eaaty - 
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that Duke made him not only hate the 
Ducheſs ,in the way of Matrimony , 
: | but alſo to .abhorre Marriage it (elf 
\of for. her ſake: for to. juſt fie this opini- 
Jon, he was quite contrary to the cu- 
i tome of other. Princes, who delight 
I ia.change; for he could indure to ſee 
df 69. ther woman bur the Counteſs, 
of and it 1s certainly reported; that except 
his wite, he. never touch'd any. other 
woman but the Counteſs, who was his 
0:dinary Meal every day, and his Feaſt. 
elf alſo however one day he was angry 
y $6HEr fot ſomething, he to yex her ſent 
nf for. 2,young very pretty woman of the 
town.,of Caſal, and becauſe in that 
tencounter there happened a very plea- 
fant paſſage, I+ think it . neceflary 
enough to-mentiot1 it if chis place iri 
few. words : -This. young Maid liy'd 
in.a houſe, on:the back-ſide of the 
Church of the Augaſrin Fathers in a 
ſteer, great enopgh, the Duke having 
often paſs'd . that way with. the 
pooptels, pe. agt to look tpon her 
ſtill being at the door on purpoſe to be 
ſeen by the Duke ; This happened 2 
cx after the depart of the Earl in 
iis voyage t9 Poland, the Duke rather 
TYTY F 3 to 
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tolaugh than for any other deſign, ſee- 
ing this young woman, usd to ſay to 
the Counteſs, That wench is hands 
ſomer than thou art; Ttis true. ſaid che 
Counteſs, ( peek'd with jealouſfie ) but 
ſhe has fewer charmes, therefore I don't 
fear thar ſhe will deprive me of 'yout 
love. which is apter to be taken witt 
agreeableneſs than beauty ; but what 
pleaſure does your Highneſs take tq 
break my head with jealoufie ? 1 

One night when the Duke was angry 
at her, or counterfeited himſelf ſo, to 
vex the Counteſs, to trouble her braing 
yet mcte, he ſent word to that young 
woman by one of the Grooms of hy 
Chamber, (who was the ſame that us'd 
to wait' upon the Counteſs. to 'hig 
Chamber at night in the oe, that 
he would ſpeak with -her, and that he 
ſhould expeRt her aſter Supper, He 
mother, who tnderſtood this myſtery; 
faid to the Meſſenger, The words of his 
Highneſs cannot but produce great}, 
grace to my Daughter, who is wholly, 
at his ſervice, --_ 

The honr come, the Groom of the, 
Chamber went to execute the Ordety|}, 
of his Maſter, :nd to condu@"this},1 
young | 
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"| young Maid into his Chamber, (I will 
"x not ſay into'the bed) but the Countefe, 
| being inform'd by the ſame man, who 
J was her kinſmananda very good friend 
« of hers, 'ran preſently to the Palace, 
where having found that Prey, withour 
raking notice of any thing, ran to the 
x Dukes apartement, and preſented her 
"I {elt ro the Duke, ro: make him change 
A his reſolutions, who being made. ten- 
$&r by her cartefſes, he caſt himſelf in- 
JIto her arms, whilſt the Groom of the 
Chamber, roo crafty to looſe ſo god 
Javccaſion, conducted the young wo- 
dEman, which he had brought, into his 
gown Chamber, where he made her ſtay 
Wand lye with him ſo that ſhe ſaw her 
"Eelf conſtrain'd to receive- from the 
man what the expected from the'ma- 
"*Iſter, In the mean time her mother, ra- 
{king hold on this occaſion, bragg'd 
x every where: that her daughter. had 
Soreat Familiarities with the Duke, ro 
N whom nevertheleſs ſhe had nor fo 
Imach' as. ſpoke a word, .' The-Duke 
being with: his well-beloved:, was in 
[ſome apprehenfions that the Groom of 
'YFhis Chamber might ſurprizerhem wich 
5 Far young wench he had ſeit for, bur 


ko) 
he found afrerwards that all thingy 
were carried yery well. The Countcſ; 
of her ſide, reproached the Dake very 
much for his lightneſs and the injuſtice 
he did her'in going about to change 1 
love which he had experienc'd fo long, 
for one that was ſo new, and beſidts, 
which was not worth the trouble, The 
Duke excus'd himſelf, ſaying, All tha 
was but un jeſt,and to make her jealous 
from whom he. receiv'd thoſe delight 
anew, which ordinarily is-found in: the 
reconcilements of Lovers, But,ſaid rhi 
Counteſs,what did that young Wendy 
do in your Palace, The Duke quickly 
replyed, That if ſhe were. come thither 
it was for his walet de Chambre, and na 
for him. - Your Highneſs then (ſaid th! 
Countels )) ſerves the Loyes of you 
valet de Chambre. Thus the pleaſure 
baniſh'd the ſuſpicions, and the peag 
was concluded without much pain, :: 
In the mean time , the youn 
Ducheſs, too well intorm'd of this.unf ,, 
ruly life ,i the Duke led with they, 
Counteſs Margaret, could nor defenlf ,1 
her heart: from ſuffering all thoſe cor}; 
ments which an: honeſt and yertyois to 
wie uſually: feels upon.:ſach an on 
| _- - on, 
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fion. She made ſome tell the Duke 
her Husband of it, defiring him to ſtop 
the Courſe of that diſorder, which 
was his ſhame, and the ſcandal of his 
people: Her Piudence made her con- 
ceal her grief, and her Vertue oblig'd 
her to ſtifle thoſe reproaches ſhe mighr 
have made to the Dukes infidelity, 
which would draw upon him the ha- 
tred and ſcorn of other Princes; 
amongſt whom at that time there was 
not heard of the like, The Duke conld 
"F nor hear the lawful reproaches of his 
' wite the Ducheſs without being touch'd © 
v8 with the remorſe of his crime; bat if 
"J he ſet before his eyes the wrong and 
Y injury which he did to the goodneſs 
oF and fidelity of his wife, he faild not al- 
"4 {o to repreſent to himſelf how little ir 
} was in his power to leave off loving 
A the Counteſs. Thus the mortification 
E which he receiv'd from the reproaches 
| was made to him ſerved to no other 
"oy end but to put him into a condition of 
"I not knowing which fide to take, hs 
"IF knew his crime, but he could not hate 
I the cauſe, and it was impofible for 
NH him to baniſh out of his ſoul his love 
Ito the Counteſs, to place the Ducheſs 
a F in 
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ig her room ; and although he wanted 
loye for his wife, yet he wanted not rea- 
ſon rq know his diforder ; ſo that he 
ſought to ſweeten the juſt reſentments 
of the Ducheſs by all kind of ſubmiſlt- Þ. 
ns, in which he let the world ſee that 
he was yery well skill'd in ſaving (as 'tis 
ſaid ) both the Cabbidge and the kid; 
people wonder'd how he could fo well 
both pleaſe his wife and his Miſtreſs, 
and how it came to paſs that the de- 
ceived Ducheſs remain'd better fatifz 
fed than did the Counteſs, who effettu- 
ally recejv'd from his Highneſs all 
kind of ſatisfaction , who wanted no- 
thing that ſhe could deſire from him; Nl. 
but_ it was to be wiſlrd that the 
Ducheſs could have alſo the ſame pre: 
xenſtons that the Counteſs had, . . 

All that the Duke and the Counteſs 
did had no. other end. but to feek ont 
wayes t01njoy one another more ofcen, 
which happen'd as they wiſh'd, The 
one ſhudied to deceive her Husband, 
and the other his Wife: But to ſpeak 
truth, the Counteſs found it a harder 
task tq cheat her Husband, than the 
Duke found in deceiving the Ducheſs 
tis Wife : for this poor unfortunate] 
»o ck exo 2.6. nears. Lady 
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Lady perceiving that this was an in- 
curable evil and deſperate, by a great 


Prudence ſhut her eyes almoſt, "that 
ſhe might nor ſee the diſorders of her 


W þ Husband : whilſt on the other fide 


the Earl watch'd his wife,the more that 
he ſaw her give her ſelf ap to the love 


of the Duke, to her gear diſhonour 


and loſs of her own reputation, ind he 
had juſt reaſon for doing ſo: for fince 
they were not aſham'd to' a& their 
worthy affairs almoſt before all the 

world,notwithſtanding all che diligence 
of the Earl to watch them 5 "what 
would they not have done, if he had 


. winkt at their excellent C: carriage 


If theſe two Lovers'had been con- 
tented to do all in ſecret, the Earl had 
not been much diſquiered, nor had he 
taken what they did into his confide- 
ration, but had rather, would have 


| ſeem'd to. have receiv d ſome ſarif- 


faQtion in the hopes of being well us 'd 
by the Duke, and ro have recety'd ho- 
nours from him 'in the fight of the 
world : For all his great trouble aroſe 
from the publick ſcandal, and the opi- 
nion he had conceiv'd, that every bo- 
o fancied he complyed witly theſe 
amows, 
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2mours, and thus it made him fick ar 
heart , to be counted not onely a 
baſe man, but an infamous voluntary 
Cuckold, and publickly to be deſpis'd 
as ſuch a perſon : He never reflected 
upon the Nobility of his Houſe, de- 
ſcended originally from great Princes, 
who had alwayes liy'd hogourably, and 
had mantain'd themſelves for many 
years by a very advantageous reputa- 
tion, without ever receiving any ſtain , 
but thoſe refletions made him repent 
he had married a wife, whoſe carriage 
ſo much diſhonour'd that il]uſtrions Fa+ 


mily of his; and the good fame his | 


Predecefſours had acquired by their 
honeſt Lives ; his anger kindled a 
thouſand times in his heart the deſire 
of revenge, but the fear of ſome thing 
worſe happening to him, and to looſe 
not onely his fortune but alſo his life, 
ftifled all thoſe thoughts in him, Shall 
I ſay furthermore, the apprehenſion of 
a ſad end and an untimely death hin- 
der'd him often from camplaining to his 
wite of her wicked Carriage of her 
ſelf ; He durſt not, 1 ſay,correR her in 
ſecrer, or to threaten her, fearing that, 
{he being warn'd by that, might pro- 

| cure 
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 euretohim' a yiolent death in- revenge 
co his upbraids of her: ſo. that be was 
often forc'd to pretend as.- if he' had 
not; feen thoſe. paſſages he ſaw too 
plainly, and to be ignorant. of what he 
knew too well. - But in fine, not being 
able to indute 'any longer .a vexation 
that grew eyery moment, pre(6'd with 
_ Brief and ſhame, he reſoly'd to:g0 © 
$ awvona, to ask Counſel of his Parents, 
what courſe to take to deliver himſelt 
from a misfortune which was fo cruel 
to.him and ſo great and he had (carce 
acoſted them, when one amongſt them 
reproach'd him: of marrying a wife 
whether they would or no, who was 
the daughter of an ynchaſt morher, 
che ſiſter of a whore, and whoſe 'own 
honour was: ſuſpected then -when he 
' would ſo obſtinately reſolye to'marry 
her, and her life fince has prov'd what 
- ſhe wasthen,. The poor Earl,extream- 
ly mortifhed with 'theſe reproaches, 
could make no other anſwer, buc that 
he never thought things would come 
t0'this paſs ; his Parents nevertheleſs 
not to-leave him in this Sea of Con- 
.  fufton 'counſell'd him: after they had 
comforted him 2 lictle, that he ſhould 
cry 
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_ try to remove his wife from a 
calmly and withGentleneſs,to bring er 
to Savors, and there reſolve to ſettle 
and live out the remainder of his days in 

his own Country, þ eget? 
This Earl tryed the way of follow- 
ing this good Counſel, believing for 
certain that abſence would cool this 
love, and that time would make him 
forget what at the preſent was ſuch a 
heart-breaking to him, and caus'd him 
ſo much ſhame ; being then return'd 
to Caſal, he begun to try if he could 
work this miracle upon his wite, but all 
his indeavours were in vain; he told 
her his Parents defir'd her company 
very paſhionately amongſt them, that 
the Ladies of that Town defir'd impa- 
tiently to injoy her company.to render 
her all the ſervice and reſpeRt they 
thought due to her ;- he alſo prayed 
her to conſider how adyantageous the 
Promiſes of that Republick were 10 
him of making him a great man, by the 
conſiderable imployments they . would 
give him, and that the ſhould aſſure her 
ſelf he would ſpare 'no coſt to' give 
her all ſort of contentments, and co that | 

end he was reſply'd to purchaſea little 
L but 
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| - bur fair Lordſhip hard by the Sea-fide; 
wherein the Summer-time they would 
divert themſelves together, by all the 
agreeable divettiſements ſurable ro 
perſons of their condition. In fine, to 
conclude ina word, he gaye her tnati 
other politick and moral reaſons, {0 
ſtrong and plauſible, that they would 
have been powerful enough to have 
convitic'd ariy body bur her ſelf : bur 
the good Counteſs did nothing but 
laugh at this diſcourſe, ard withour 
flattering him any further, told him 
plainly, That ſhe was not of an humour 
to quit her own for a ſtrange purchaſe, 
the certain for the uncertain, and that 
which ſhe was really poſleſt of for 4 
pittire and ſhadow, that ſhe had not 
married her ſelf at Caſal with inten- 
tion to dwell at Sawvora, that the cort- 
tra@ of her marriage had made no 
mention. of this' change, and that he 
could by nothing in tne workd find 4 
lawful excuſe ro make her change her 
own Country; and if he pleas'd he 
might defire to' ſee his own Relariotis 
at Sawvora, but as for her ſhe would ra- 
| ther ſtay in the Company of her bro- 
| thers at Caſa, and after all ſhe _ 
E Im 
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_ 

_ polirick, and not ar all prudent, and 
thought it very ſtrange that for a 
fooliſh trifle ( for he lJookt apon the 
making a man a Cuckold nothing elſe) 
he.wonld hazard the loſs of his favour 
in retiring from his ſeryice, he was of 
opinion that the honours he conferr'd 
on the Earl was: fatisfaQtion enongh. 
for the honour he-took from him, and 
chat he had done: him Favour great 
enough in making: him one of the 
moſt conſiderable of his Court, which 
he had not done upon any conliderati- 
on in the world, but for che Love he 

- had for the Counteſs. HOST 

Bur if the Earl conſulted his Parents 
at S4vena, tO carry the Counteſs thi- 
ther our of Cafa/, the Duke and ſhe 
conſulted at Caſa! againſt him, and 
fought our Pretences to- abſent in 
o00d- earneſt chat obſtacle of their de- 
lights from 'them : for it was every 
day a new work, and every time that 
this Lover came to Cafal he was in 
trouble to invent ſome new pretext to 
be rid of him, to the'end that hemight 

_. fupply his place with the Counteſs, 

and divert themſelves with more Li- 

bertyz But the Duke came-ſo often 
| tO 


_ (bv) 
to Caſal, and was ſo often put to his 


ſhifrs ro find out new pretexts of Uiſ- 
miffing the Earl out of the way, that he 


was now at the bottom of his ſcrow]; | 


and his invention being tyred, he knew 
not what to do next: theſe Lovers pro- 
pounded many wayes. to one another; 
whereof one was to ſhoot him private- 
ly with a Musquetr, and pretend after- 
wards that the blow came from ſome 
of his enemies; bur the Prince could 
not hearken ro this reſolution, not 
being willing, after the example of 
David, to add murther to his adul- 
rery, not being aſſured that he ſhould 
repent as he did; befides;the Counteſs 
her felf was not of a nature ever to 
give her conſent to any ations of 


cruelty. the leaſt in the world ; or any 


that thus was an offence to the Holi- 
nefs of Matrimony, notwithſtanding 
the heat that appear'd in her firſt mo- 
tions and paſſion againſt her hnsband. 
They had already ſent him to Rome; 
twice [0 Florence, as many times to Ye- 
tice, and I know not how many times 
ro Turin and Genes. The Duke at laſt 
would ſend him into France, in the 
quality of an Ordinary os" 
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biitithere were'two obſtacles that hin- 
died that, The hate, -and'averfion' the 
Fart ever bore 'to the French N- 
tpn, was 6ne, 2d indecd his detlited 
ayerfion to ki was ſo unreatonable, 
that he' was'ug'd to ſay'inall'Cotnp F 
ies” where! ke” came, char' iF*He*h 
the Keyes 'of * Hell bag” 'one Jay | 
would Lich his whole bext' Toh hi 
the Frenchmen hither, even' to. the 
Devils Palace, beckiſe hy 7 hatl cot- 
ropired the Ciry"of Eaſt, aid by. the 
IhtroduRtion 4 their Liberty had fo 
chang'd that 'Town'ey bord ;Thus 
i apþear'd tigt teaſonable ro che Duke 
to ſend Tuch amiin t ko treat withthem: 
In the ſecond place,1 thar which Airidred 
the Earl from 'being ſent Embaiſadouir 
into theCourt of Frayce;was, 'The Fear 
the Þ we had"he' would cary' his wife 


alons with him, (as aſfuredly he had 
done;) and the Duke refuling to let her 
fo, would have difoblig'd him too 
much, and giyen cauſe to ati apparent 
ſeagdal, and therefore this Propoficion 
rook no effect, and ended juſt where ir 
begun, as unprofirable co their def? Ign; 
bir the reſolittion was certainly taken 
to ' difrmils the Earl 7 way or _ - 
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If nat for. ever, yet for great while; 
but they . endeavour'd to find on wy 
far, their. ſatisfaction that wauld: ſuit 
with the glory of che Husband and hes 
nour. of the Wite, which they Jookt 
upon ehiefly jn this deſign, As for the 


abſenting of her brothers, there was no] 


thought of that; for; they. were very 
merry and well contented to ſee they 
Siſter in, the Dykes good graces , ws 
envied one another, who ſhould moſt 
contribute to. the-pleaſures of the 
Duke and their Siſter. The profic they 
receiv'd. was ſo great byit, belides the 
Cdetle charges canferr'd upon 


themfor their ſervice.in.that trades. ig 


truth, thoſe Gentlemen | might well 
enough diſſemble their :trouble, to (e 

their Siſter hve ſo diſorder'd a lite, and 
content, themſelves more eafily .to be 
the -procuters of horns 3 fince that ofs 
fice was not ſo great 2 diſ-reputation 
to them as it was, to. the Karl that was 
the Husband, who was. to endure not 


onely the publike knowledge of his 


diſhonour,.the injuries and reproaches. 
of all the world, but alſo the pride.and 


ill, humour of his wife in his houſe, 
without daring to take notice of his 


being 
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being ſent away from het; {6 often; 
whole weeks and moneths,: which 54 
inſepportableto him : therefore ir mtiſt 
hot be s wolnlet's if the Earl was weary 
of that life, as well as the Duke was of 
ſeeking our: excuſes to ſeiid hith abroad; 
$6 injoy- kis. wife with' thore” Liberi 
who at laſt chought of # way very : 
an his deſign, = 

\ There is/inithe Kingdonn of Pilink 
a Marqueſs of Gow&arie ; very rhtich 
eſteem'd+ by all the people ' ih that 
Cottitrey,-who akliobgh they are not 


tp4,yer cary the ſame ndine;ahd artis; 
andare own'd by-the Dukes of Manis4 
3 kinſmen it-all their Letters, which 
they ſend; Ir is true that 'thi3'kinndred: 
oives thein ito matiner of pretence to 
the hereditary Sticceffion of the Duchy 
of :Manth4;-and Atar roi ate of Moyt- 
ferat + forthe Duke anti; who by 
the Emperotis | cotſent,” ar! firſt. bed 
knoivledgedichetti' of kin ro him; only 
bpon thi condition, That they ſtiowld 
be: excluded froin all pretenices of Sucs: 
teſſion to that State; - 

\ The Dyke then was of opitiiph that 
he _ ſetid the oe ra GD 
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fo much - to: make a- viſit to thar 
Marquiſeſ4. to be inform'd: of the|> 
imployments, eſtate , and- riches, and . 
the intereſt-they .had. in that Courty r 
f 


and to make his defign hit the better; © 


by the Earls making a longer ſtay in that 
journey than he expected, he order d}” 
him togo not in the quality of an Or-J* 
dinary Embaſſadour, but as aGentle«I” 
man traveller, who had-no other end 
bur to ſee-the Countrey.  . : & 
This reſolution taken between the 
Duke and the: Counteſs, the Earl was 
ſent for.to receive his Commiſſion. and 
what elſe was neceffary for that voyage; 
and to- prepare himſelf, . The Duke 
gave him - many. wicked and falſe 
reaſons, the intereſt he had'in being in» 
form'd fully of the eſtate; and ranckF” 
which thoſe Lords held in the Conre}; 
of Poland , and told him: that -he 
had already writ. Letters of Recom-J” 
mendation of the Earl. to them ; infſ© 
which, he had'pretended that he was: 
onely topaſs thorow that Kingdom'yF 
and had his Highneſs Commands to 
wait upon them from him, adding fur-iF 
ther, char he had willingly ſent him: is 
the quality of Embaſſadour to their! 4 

- | Kin g t 
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King, who was his Highneſs's kinſman, 
but forhis own convenience, and to 
fave the great Charge which ſuch an 
Embaſſie would have coſt kim, and al- 
ſo for better profiting in his defign, 
which carried him thither, he 'thoughr 
itmore neceſlary for him to go asa pri- 
vate Gentleman, who had a Curioficy 
of ſeeing the world, than in any other 
quality, becauſe that in that Condition 
he could better inform himſelf of the 
eſtate thoſe Lor@, withour ſuſpi- 
tion, 
- The Eatl perceiv'd very eafily the 
IDukes defign, and although he hum- 
fly acknowledg'd the Favour his 
\YHighneſs did him in calling him'to thar 
employment of truſt; yet he could nor 
-Ftefrain from excuſing himſelf by telling 
» ie Duke, that ſuch a Commiſſion was 
Fore fit to be givento a Page, than to 
o& man of his Quality, 
«| The Duke who wanted neither wit 
or cunning , would not receive his 
A{mumerable excuſes, although I know 
Pur one which the: Duke replyed to, 
a Phich che Duke ſaid might have 
rp<v'd had his deſign been ſomerhing 
7 Pore chan a private exa information 
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of the Condition inwhich his kinſmen| | 
were at the Court of Polgnd ;. upon|| { 
which informations depended all. his | | 
affairs with that Kingdom, which when| 
he was ſatisfied of from his private] f 
yoyage thither, he ſhoyld then prosſ 
ceed to the publick Embafhe to' the] 
Poliſh King, in which he made choicef f 
of him; and to that. end had givenl t 
him firſt this private Commiſhon, as 

moſt fir for his deſignes, and therefor 
he order'd him togo as ſoon as litff { 
could poſſibly get himſelf in readineſ y 
for ſuch a Voyage ; to which the Eat y 
gaye no further reply but. that hf y 


ſhould do all in his power to be reac ik 
ro ſerve. his Highneſs that. hour hf 
ſhould we him for this journey ] 
in which, he plainly diſcoyer'd he had 
no good will for him, .. © [1 


b 4 


_ .-In the beginning this order to gd 1 
for Poland troubled him yery much ( 
and put a thouſand Fancies in his headſ c 
and, repreſented many. things to th] x 
trouble of his ſoul; bur ar laſt, aftel } 
having well confider'd it, he conclude C 
it haves for him toabſenc. himſelf thay : 
$o Ray and break his heart, by beiog} 
an eye-witneſs of all the -impudencit j 


—_ 
1] bf his wife with the Duke, which were 
ni tome to thar paſs, that they made'no 
is | ſcraple,{carce,before his face: but that 
ns kinſman of his, which I ſpoke of be- 
9] fore, who was aged, and an experienc'd 
0+[ pan in all the intrigues of Court, and 
1 therefore had ſo diſfiwaded the Earl 
cel from this Marriage, he having ſmelt 
en the Dukes intention, and heard che re- 
ay port that the Earl was to be ſent into 
nl Poland; as he was Elder than the Earl 

= ſo he ſpoke with more affurance, and 
{ff wicthour flattery told him, I ſee very 
al well chat horns will be very cheap. Ta 
«a which the Earl replyed, Cuckold for 


bel made behind the back then before the 
Vil Face, - 
ag The Earl had fifteen days given him 
to prepare for his Voyage , during: 
24 which he took care of all rhings neceſ- 
8 fary for ſuch a journey; he took leave 
of all his Friends, but in a manner told 
J them that he gave them the laft adiey : 
q his brothers in law counſclled him ta 
4 ſerve his Highneſs with much zeal and 
ad affection z bur he felt very wellwhere 
09 his-ſhoe wrung him, and choughrt with- 
9 in himſelf rhar all rheir Counſels had 
0 G4 ga 


Cuckold, it is better to have horns 


£ 


hed 
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no other.cnd but, The diſhonour of his 
wife their own Siſter. In the mean 
time, hecould ſo well ad his part, arid 
diſſembled ſo well, that no body ima- 
vin'd that he went to Poland againſt] 
his will, he appear'd ſo gay and pleaſant; 
none wonld have beljey'd, but that he 
made this Voyage with all the fatiſ-} 
faction in the. world, The Counteſs 
appear'd' vety indifferent to all this, 
and ſeem'd to be neither well nor. il 
pleaſed ar it, knowing well char all ſhe 
could haye aid would have been di- 
truſted, and therefore ſhe ſpoke no- 
thing to, ; her Husband bur equivocally 
upon, that ſubje, being certain that} 


he was not ignorant thari in all things 


ſhe had- no-inrentions but thoſe © 
pleaſing .the Duke. the . was more 
thin convinc'd that "her Husband be-. 
liev'd not one word ſhe ſaid to him, 
although ſhe had forc'd herſelf ro ap- 


pear very much afflicted at his depart ; 


_ and ro expreſs her joy the duiſt nor, 


believing with reaſon that exceſs of 
Folly would haye given too publick a_ 
candal ro the World; however ſhe. 
affurd him, that the Duke intended ro 
raiſe him to the higheſt Dignities che 

| State 
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State and Court were capable of, and 
that the Service which his Highnefs 
w..defir'd from him was,” To open a 
y to greater Honours, to which he 


had deſlign'd him, 


. The Earl chen parted from C4ſal in 
the Moneth. of April, accompanied by 


- his wifes elder brother as far as Mantua, 


where after he, had receiv'd his High- 


neſs orders, he paſſed the Mountains, 


and went on his journey. 

The ſame day the Duke diſpatcht 
2 Meſſenger to the Counteſs with this 
note, - A 3. 


My Heart and my All! 


1 Earl i gop thu Mornine for 
. Þ- Poland, where he will do nothing, 
and 1 intend to ge from hence within two 
dayes, to a place where I hope to do 
ſomething, 1 ſhall reſt contented when 
no body works in thy Garden, which s 
onely worthy the labour of Princes, ex- 
cuſe me if I ſpeak ſo freely , do thou be 
mine, and for me, I fhall be always thine, 


#n ſpieht of all thoſe that would trouble 


dither of us; expect me with the ſame 


defire 


SS. 
 defire T have to ſee thee, and be mine, al 


I am thing, 


© Charles: 


Ir will not be unneceſſary in this 
place to conclude. the ſtory of the || 
arl, becauſe we ſhall not hetice- 
forward have more occafions of metts 
tioning him ; I will tell you then, that' 
he continued in Polaypd two Moneths 
without doing any thing; having not 
receiv'd all the remembrances, and in» 
ſtructions neceſſary touching his Ne- 
gotiations,, although che Duke had 
piven him. his word ro ſend them 'to 
im, but it was but a Pretext, to gain 
time ; becauſe the Poſts that went 
from Mantua to Poland, went lazily, 
and arrived there bur as late as poſſibly 
chey could; whil'ſt in the mean time 
the Earl knew but too well for what 
reaſon the Dake had ſent him ſo far 
off, and into a place where he was ob- 
lig'd to be his own Comforter for all 
his Misfortnnes; but what afMlited him 
moſt was, That the Dake ſent him nog. 
ſo much as the particular Inſtructions, 
whereby he might acquir himſelf 
hy wright 
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atight of his Commiſfien- in the 
Court of Poland, and alſo ſent him no 
money, without which it is impoſſible 
for ſtrangers to do any thing, and ha- 
ving it, they compals any thing : and 
therefore ar laſt, he writ to the Duke 


- and alſs his Wife theſe Letters fol- 


lowing, which he ſent by Pars : 


Great Prince ! 


EK Yet ftay for thoſe Letters of diſpatch, 
[| which your Highneſs made = hope 


I ſhould receive in this Kingdom , and 
yet I have not feen them, although two 
Moneths are paſs'd ſince T arrived in 
the. Kinedom , beſides the days were 


ſpent in my journey hither ; 1 have 


winch ſhame and confuſion at being here 
end having no imployment ,not being able 
to ferve yenr Highneſs like a true and 
Haithful Vaffal : Therefore in all hu- 
mility 1 defore your Highneſs to ſend 


we with ſpeed ſomething to do, that TC 


may teftifie to you, with what fidelity 


. Perſons of my Suality uſually ſerve 


#heir Sovereign, mho wiſh all proſperity. 


: (92) 
#0- your Highneſs , which you deſerve; 
Tan Ge 9. 

_ Your moſt humble 
Vaſſa]. 


The Earl of Rowera. 


The other Letter which at the 
ſame time he ſent to his wife was in 
theſe words, | 


My dear Spouſe! 


[] Am ſo angry and ſo unſatisfied in 
being in 4 ſtrange Conntrey , from 
2» own Houſe, abſent from my wife, and 
without money, that if 1 had two ſonls, I 
would willingly give. one to the Devil, 
His Highne(s ſent me hither with aſſu- 
rance that the Inſtruitions neceſſary for 
ve, andthe Bills of Exchange, ſhould cer- 
 tainly follow me ; but ſeeing the contrary, 
1 know wot who to complain 10, and can- 
not but think that I was ſent hither on no 
deſign, but of bring rid of me; I would 


AtVer< 
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nevertheleſs flatter my ſelf, if it were 
poſſible, ot the belief that the length 
of the way might perhaps be the cauſe of 
the flowneſs of my Letters, and hinder d 


chem from coming ſo ſoon as 1 expected 3 


time 1 am ſuffering in the houſes of 
others ;, it troubles me not to be bere, 
but Tam vext that 1 have not that which 
was promiſed 5 I pray thee ſolicite his 
Highneſs , and ſpeak to him by word of 
' mouth, if he « at Caſal, or by Letter, if 
he be at Mantua,that 1 may receive ſatis- 
fadtion, and the Duke may be ſerved; 
ml now I have not had opportunity. of 
ſeeing any Lady "therefore I can [ay 
nothing to thee of their humours nor 1n- 
clinations at or Vage This is all I can 
write to thee this day, deferring the. 

ft to another opportunity, Adicu, I 
embrace thee, WL 


But ler the Earl write as many 
Letters as he pleas'd, he ſtaid fifreen 
Moneths in Poland, always waiting to 
receive his Orders, ſcarce once ſeeing 


—— 
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in all that time the Marqueſs of Gaz 
Zagie , Or at leaſt once ſaluting. him 
from the Duke: he bit his fingers -eve- 
ry day. in deſpight of his being. {g 
cheated, he writ and writ fa 


bur to. no purpoſe in.che- world, and 


receiv'd\no anſwer to all his Epiſtles 
but fajr words, atid to ho end s. which 
the Duke caus'd his Secretary to write, 
which circumſtance aggravated the 
Earls vexation, and Pur him out. of 
himſelf, Jn fine, ſeemg he could do 


nothing in thar Colirt for the ſervice of. 
bis Highneſs, and cha the Duke his 


Maſter had very little buſineſs to. tteat 
of in that place; he made .neiy requeſts 


to him, which he often repeated, for. 


his conſent to his retiirn. to Caſal, with 


proceſtations of his-being more- {er-' | 


viceable co his Highheſs at Gaſal than 
at Polaxd, where he did [nothing either. 
for the Dlike or himſelf, as he thaughe,, 
whil'i in the mean time that poor, man. 
render'd' all the ſervice required, from: 


him, ſince there was nothing defied 


from him butr- his abſence; 


"The grear Liberty with which theſe! 


two Lovyets diverted,them(clves: toge- 


ther in the abſetice of the Earl; made 


then 
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them invent all che means poſſible to 
rolong its and fince he renewed his 
_—_ preſt ſo much, his ;return, 
A Ea ;h. wearineſs of his. ſtaying idle 
age Cort of ther. —_— 
ing reſpints for bis abſence, 
Ne deyiſed: another plot worſe than 
former, 6 Oh 
'He ordain'd. then. the Ear by ex- 
preſs Letters, That. he ſhould go to 
the C Che Wat City of Perſiq; Ry be 
ſhould, ſtay there ſome 


> the MEM his Stare 
no Lhe pondenge with 
and * Engage the Earl to 


our, becauſe 


the [ King, 
is, -he Perce him mOnpra1ns and 


SE 


vopgers, affari him thar.if: his de- 
{gnes Recent 


by þ his Negotiation, 
paler a” Honours. nd, Re+ 


campences, being none after thas 
c Ek he might not pre+ 


tend, to for himſelf or his heizs,. © 
.The Dyke fear him thele Orders; 

with a Letter of-Exhortation,and com- 

manded alſo his Secretary, and ' his 


| wives brothers-to write co.him, They 


obeyed the Duke, and ſent ro this poor 


banulh'd man. Letters full-of Flatce- 
if ries- 


' ries to 
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ahimate him tothe Dukes ſer-| 01 


vice, with all the affe&ion imaginable; 
and fail'd not to iggravate to the Earl 
the honotrs which-"they  preſtitned 
would accrew- to him by this voyage.” 

When theEarl 'receiy'd this Orde?; 
one Avotild have thotight' the Devi 
had taken him by. the Coller; "he 
ear his fingers with rape, 'atid who 
ever had ſeen-him would have thought 
he would -alſo haye devour'd his Let: 


| ters, he begun to bear- his waler "oth © 
Chaniber ; to diſcharge: ſome of high © 


Choller upon him, and” that -whie] 
was moſt yexatious in chis buſineſs,:he 
was the more inflam'd by the beljeving 
his refentments ſo juſt arid his extream 
paſſion lawful, he ſaw plainly he in 


Dukes: onely end was' to make itn 
die-of want in that long and painfn 
voyage, that afrerywards he thight'Jh/ 
joy his wife with grearer Liberty ; "Me 
could not imagine airy 'way whar fs 
fairs the Dukes of Myxt#z could have 
with the Kings of Perjia,ſothar preſs'd 
with grief he took a reſolution of ſen- 
ding-his foorman into 7taly with the 
ſame Letters which he had received' 
from the Duke, reſerving to himfelf | 

onely 


Ba —, 8-=n D waa 
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| onely:the Bills\ of. Exchange, without. 
6] giving\bimſelf thetrouble ro-wrice to' 

the: Puke ſo: imuch as: one ward of. 
| excyſe,. nevertheleſs: he gave this: ſer- 
I ac'of his twa.Letrers of tranſport, 
#8 one for bis Wite,, the other. for: his 
Biocher in Laws. {Fhe firſt was this, -- 


8 - 


*, eo. ECT% \ . 
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vwaWicked Wite,the diſhonour 
., ..ot my Houfe, and the ruine 

coil my Petſon, \ gt SY 
-2J "DE ED) work Dot lh £ 1 Io , 

| rained.-hitherto thoſe 'laivfal re- 
| [. reaches I contd have made to thy 
 difobute life, for fear of publiſhing' thoſe 
«| c:mes,. which at leaſt ought-to-be cou- 
tenbds \but fince:thy. impudencits go [0 
far; as 10 deſtroy, I do not ſay," the quiet 
of any} mind, ( for it never" taſted" any 
fect ny cruel deſtiny joyn'd me tothee,) 
but that of my .[oul, which thou perſecu- 
| teſt even nnto.the fartheſt places of the 
| warld, I think wy ſclf oblig'd now to 
| Jet thee know, that I was never blind as 
thou. belicved(ſs me, but if 1 pretended to 
'| beiſo,:twas an effect of my Prudence; I 
| complain not of the _ who perſecutes 
- Rs me 


La 


We. 
me for t by fake; 1 complain of thy eſe 
pale to fo Re" Why didft thoy 
marry, wicked w874n as the arts if thy: 
intentions were 10 be almays diſhoneſt. #/ 


þ 

4 

Thos deceived(t w_ felf % thou. —_— r 
' i] 

} 

; 


believe that at the beginnines of 
Marriage 1 did. not ſive f ary 3 
nable amour; I knew, 1 ſaw with great} 
reeret, alhough I counterfeited igno- 
rance, and pretended neithir th ſte; "nor 
hear, nor underſtand, ' It might have 
ſufficed thee to have diſhonour'd me -ut 
Caſal, without being ſo cruel as to drive 
We out of Italy, Doſt thou think I be- 
lieve that all theſe led honours 
conferr'd upon me for any 
7n conſrderution of thy: 
life, to.ineck. and abnſe 
1 underſtand it well: twong 
toGod T'did not at * that r and ob 
neme and. quality of Hucband, , heen 
forc'd ta: abandon my wife, 7 ſhould be 
the baſeſt.of men to go- about to Jon 
a Prince, who flatters me with: inragi*:|| 
mary honours, whilſt' in" effect he. aif«C 
honours.me: Tes, 1 hope to find a hap*\|$ 
pier Fortune in Barbary than in my n«-i|01 
tive Conmirey 3 and 1 believe that the. th 
Inhabitants o: # that Commrey. mw not. 
| ave 


b 


tt 
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have ſo wich cratlty for mt, as my Wife 
and my wy Prince ave fhewed me it 


Iraly; ge Jes, 1 renounce thee for my 


reſold to fly thy preſence eternally, that | 
world may" not believe T conſent t 
thy diforders, 7 ednfeſs 1 need Hot com- 
lain of thee, becauſe it is my ſelf 1 0n2ht 
0 blame for all my misfortunes, havin 
| tes ſuffaviently warned by my fries: 
and kindred of att that 1 have ſuffer 4 by 
thee arid the diſhononr thou worldft bring 
mr. Dui in fine, fince my Af has 
this for my rhine, I rax ot) = 
baxly to'it;, 26h db nov rho thank tf eſca 
wt Wah which will cowe' #Þon t L; 
day, when thou dream fe zut o it,and 
x prey the —_— of Adutltes 
BY Pers &, Like thine deferr” &; yer i is fret 
Whore s 00; God will revenge res ana b#- 
\ (6a thee, © 


| ſince they wilt be a whoye, and I an 


He Goiftrd his | ooh; to. the 
«I Counteſs int+ theſe words without 
N NeywigG and ſent it with an- 


-iJother to his* Brother-in-law wvrie itt 


p, 
J 


4 
; 


theſe terms; 


H 2 There 


(100) 
'F=x is nothing I ſhould le have 


credited, than that Brothers bory 
of an illuſtrious Bloud would have ſer-| 
wed as Raſcals in the' proſtitution of |? 
their own Siſter; There us n10 body either, f 
;n Mantua or Caſal, that -is ignorant: of | 
this; It « now become the Fame of your 
Family, and the onely thing by which it p 
& taken notice of ; but T'am-very muck 
diſp leaſed to have my reputation ingaged 
init ; For as for yours 1 deride it, ſince 
you have been ſo baſe to offer. up to the 


5 


Duke what . uo longer. belong'd to you, D 


$ » hy 
o 4 


That opinion. of yours, That Princes can 
make no Cuckolds , reſembles that Gola. 
which covers Pills, to cheat fick people ; 
I have alwayes lookt #þon: it. as ſach, and c 
T have indur'd as-much as I can; but hp 
this minute that I have not gold enouch 
left me to. cover .ſuch great Pills as art} 
preſcrib'd tome, I have no more Patis m 
ence, and muſt complain, ſince the Dukt |," 
' & pleaſed I ſhall this day begin to run r 
over the World, like a' poor Pilgrim and} | 
miſerable baniſh'd man: tothe end that ht va 
may. enjoy your Siſter in quiet, I reſueh wY 
my wife willingly to his Highneſs, and by 
the ſhame to you ; tiff now you have ated} h 
the part of Raſcals, and ſerv d the ay” * 
4 


Int 


Ie 
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| ful deſires of my wife : Now take to 


owr ſelves the employment of ſerwin 

ne Lora This Cal had be A B. 
from him that gives you abſolntcly his 
ſhare in the ſhame, that you may poſſeſs it 
all; he flyes from the company of a pro- 
fituted adniterous woman, and from the 
Pimps her Brothers; underſtand me as 


well as I underſtand both of you. 


"Theſe were the laſt Letters which 
the Earl writ to: Caſal, with which the 
Duke lookt upon himſelf fo ſenfibly 
offended, having got them both into 
bus hands, that he ſore in the Coun- 
tefles preſence to be revenged : Many 
vere of opinion that he was quickly 
er that ſatisfied in his vengeance he 
ntended on the Earl, becauſe that 
minute he made his Oath, he diſparch'd 
many Letters, giving order to follow 
tim. and to learn what was become of 
tim, of whom fince that time there 
mis no news heard, which was the 
cauſe ſo many beliey'd he was kil!'d 
by the Dukes-0rders, but | cannot be- 
Ieve this laſt common opinion, becauſe 
that Prince had nor (o black a foul; 
nd I rather think he was farisfied 
H 3 enough 


(102) 


enough with ordering him to be pu- 


niſh'd only by ſending him far enough 
. off his Statez ſome were of -opinian 
that he went into Swede, and under 4: 
diſguize chang'd his Religion and be- 
came a Lutheran; and ſome believe bg 
lives at this day in ſome little place hg 
purchas'd with thoſe thouſand Piſtols 
which the Duke ſent him by Bills of 
Exchange for his Voyage into Perſea - 


Others pretend he has been ſeen in Por- | 


tneall not five years fince, which is not 
certified credibly, Bur whatever is be- 
come of him, there has not any thing 
been heard of him fince that time, and 
at Caſal there is nothing ſpoken of 
him good or bad, and therefore we will 
ralk no more of him, bur here conclude 
the life of that unfortunate Huf+ 


banc. 


Let us now return to that pot 
Princeſs, almoſt forſaken by her huf; 
band, in all things but outward ſhew; 
who ſeeing her ſelf *thus treated hy 
the Duke her Husband, for the low 
of aa infamgus woman, and one {0 
much below her in Birth, that theres 
ao other compariſon betyeen them + 
| (* 
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þe made hut what is giveri between that 
of aPrince and aflave; fo that.ic was 
rey difficult for her. co hinder her ſelf 
from londly complaining of the Coun- 
tes; and the more by ſeeing every 
day her husbands affedtion grow colder 
far her, and increaſe ro: that wicked 
woman, who alone poſſels'd his hearr. 
This afflited. Ducheſs - was deſperate 
at .all the abominable tricks which 
from day to day were plaid the Earl 
beyond the Seas, onely to leave his 
wite-at more Liberty with the Dukes 
and her afMlition was very much in- 
creaſed when ſhe was inform'd of his 
deſpair, which had cauſed him to re- 
nounce abſolutely the ſerving that 
Court any more,and never to return to 
Caſa}, nor yet into any part of 7taly ; 
and ſince ſhe heard by the whiſpering 
murmurs of the Courtiers, that the 
Duke angry at this procedure of the 
Earl had reſolv'd to purſue him in re- 

e where-ever he went, in pity to 
this poor Lord; ſhe went to ask his par- 


don-of the Duke, and ro-thar effec the 
fer before hiseyes the example of Ps- 


vid, driven. from his Kingdom; not fo 
much by the perſecution of #6bfalows 


(104) 
his ſon, 2s the decree of "Heaven; : th 
puniftſhim for Adultery, which he had 
committed with Bathſheba, and 'that 
horrid execrable and: barbarous mur- 
therof Uriah her husband,adding, That 
that Prophet had not ſo violently per- 
ſecuted Uriah, as his Highneſs had'pur- 
ſued the Earl; nor had liv'd ſo long 1 
timeig. Adultery with Bathſheba as he 
had liv'd with* the: Counteſs, - The 
Duke, angry at theſe ſolicitations, roſe 
up from the: bed where he was fitting, 
whilſt the Ducheſs was talking -t6 
him, and walking to the Chamber- 
door, gave 'her no-other. anſwer than 
this, DF TE 
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Madam, that which men believ'd in 
the Old Teſtament to be a ſin, all Princes 
account this day a gallantry : and ſay- 

' 1ng this, he went away. FR, 


The Ducheſs ſeeing all her words 
unprofitable, and work'd nothing upon 
the heart of the Duke, which was har- 
der than any rock, to all Counſels that 
were given him to take' him off his 
ſcandalous living ; ſhe reſoly'd at laſt 
tO try another way, and employ greater: 
| __. Rtrengths. 
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ſtrengths than her own, though ſhe 
went far to fetch them, She knew ve- 
ry well the veneration of the Duke for 


the Senate of Ferice, andthe had of- 
ten heard him profeſs his conſtderable 


Obligations to that illaſtrious Re- - 
publick, with: which he held great 
Correſpondence for the intereſt and 
conſiderations of his own State, There- 
fore ſhe took the occaſion of petition- 
ing that Senate in private to interpoſe 
their authority, to deliver her from 
her troubles, and to take the Duke 
from- his ſcandalous way of 'life with 
the Counteſs, | CE 
That Senate, who does nothing 
without great Caution and Prudence, 
did not think this a neceſlary buſineſs 


for the whole body of the Counſel to 


take notice of; therefore they order'd 
Monſieur Fnſtiniani to undertake it as 
a particular man, and to uſe all poſſible 
diligence inthe affair : That Lord did 
not fail to receive that Commiſſion 
with much reſpe& and. ſubmiſſion, 


| but he was not without fear that he 


ſhould be able to effet nothing to 


the ſatisfation of the Senate, por of 
| the Archducheſs;he nevertheleſs omit- 


ted 


(106) 
| eed no. opportunity of ſurprizing the 
Duke, totalk to him about it, and ha- 
ving found an hour fir for his purpoſe, 
he begun to talk of this Commiſhoy 
with an admirable Elequence back'd 
with Reaſons ſo {olid as never yet was 
ſeen come from the rongne of that 
Exceflent Oratours bye ll his Eloy 
.quence and ftrong Reaſons were y8s 
profitable; all rhe Diſcourſes of this 
Hluſtrious Lord producing no. effec; 
and made no impreſſion in the heart 
of the Duke, who anſwer'd reſolutely 
to that Oracle of the Senate, that 
there was but one remedy to cure {9 
great a ſickneſs, and that was, To ſend 
or an Executioner from Yepice, to cut 
his heart out of his breaſt, becauſe as 
long as it ſtaid there, it muſt of neceſ- 
fity be the Counteſfes, and without 
depriving him of his heart, it was im- 


poſſible to take from him the love he 


bore to the Counteſs. Aﬀeer that re- 
ply F#/injani found it to no purpoſe 


to preſs him further, and to yndertake | 
any more againſt ſo great a wilfulnels, 


235 hediſcover'd in the Duke, 
T hat Prince then ſhutting his eyes 
to all kind of Gonfiderations, om 
Wit 


(107) 
with the Counteſs like a Husband with: 
bis Wife, he carried her along with 
| kid whenhewent a Hunting, and alfo 
$0 the Palace royal of Mantvs, where 
bis' wife the Archduchefs: alſo lay, he 
et with the Coynte(s, fleprt with her, 
and carefſed her [inthe preſence of all 
| his Courtiers, almoſt before the face 
of that poor Princeſs his wife, who al- 
$ || though ſhe faw not what they ordina- 
| rily did, did nor. fail rohear of ir, ha- 
ring the ſtory. of what paſſed: be- 
tween theſe two Lovers brought to 
her every day, all the Embaſladours, 
the Gentlemen, Noblemen, as alſo all 
the Ladies of Mantua , admired the 
great Goodneſs of this Princeſs, to ſuf- 
fer with ſo much Patience fo great an 
injury; or to ſay better, ſuch an affliti- 
on of heart; for to ſay the truth, that 
diſhoneſt love of the Dukes brought 
more glory to the: Ducheſs than any 
diſgrace, becauſe fhe in that Patience | 
expreſſed fo [great a vertue', in de- 
 fpiſing jealouſte, -and mocking ar all 
| »thote carnal pleaſures of Matrimony, 
and letting the world ſee tha all her 
trouble and | mortification: proceeded 
onely from go other cauſe rhap rae 
; in 


he would in private Shoot at her, and 
no body ſhould know of it, and that. 
he would take great carein chuſing; his 
time, asking for recompence of that * 
action but two hundred Piſtols,to keep 
him in any place he ſhould be forc'd to 
fly to, it not being poſſible after "= 
; LNATr 


(105) 

fin het Husbdrid cotrimitred, and chere-j 
forewe are not 'to-callrhat Patience of 01 
hers a corporeal-injury;but ab-affliction iy 
of Spiaritge.cÞ 7 whe: 2h fk 2:13 6 c 
 Thetewanted no-Ladies nor Gentle-'jj © 
men about: the Court, who counſelPd w 
the Ducheſs from time to time'to re-: n 
venge her ſelf of that : Proſtiture,” by: 7 

oneof thoſe Draughts fo common: in 
Italy, as the: onely remedy to! put am 
end not onely to her own afflition, bur c 
alſo the Duke her husbands adultery, 7 
and to take away the diſhonour of the || 7: 
Counteſſes Family, beiides the depri- 1 
ving the Courtof its great trouble, ( 
' Amongſt the reſt there were. two | 
perſons .of vety.large Conſciences, as R 
one*may ſay, wide as a Friars ſleeve, | - 
offered themſelves voluntarily to do | * 
this deed, the one was a Tailor, who | | 
proffered to end -the Counteſles life | * 
with the Shot of a Harquebuz, which | 
| 


(x09) 
| that tothink of terirning back to/his 
| own. kouſe; 'of :if 'they thought thie 
| fummieitoo much forthim; he'askes 
.| morethan a good Recommendartion'ts 
'] the era Ki robe ores tomy 
| with:h 19: > 6: AV I'\N ITT! Þ YITRG 
| ::44T he: other perſon "that: offeref*to | 
| difparch'the'Comnicels was a Lady tid 
| rfrmqmmar [honourable "by teafon 
Þ of: her: age; who' —1;2mdha] her YelFin- 
| rereſtes:* in; 'the *d{-reptatioh- [the 
Counteſs had breughtapon het" Famit- 
ly, and rouched with'ſhame'and com- 
Mon: for 'the- \Atchduchelſs,- Ay 
per ſole alſo to:poiſon' this adatterons 
Counteſs.fo privately” that none ſhoffet 
ever knowir, *: | 
- Bur thar _— Pririceſs who logkt 
upon all thoſe Miſeties!: 2s being by "he 
permiſfion| of- Heaven, and recelyin 
them 2s. comingifrom the handsof. 
did not onely blamethoſe bloudy wr 
lutions, and cragical defisnes of thoſe 
murtherers, bur ſhe alſo forbid thein' 
for ever the preſeatitig (themſcly& be- 
foreher with thoſe Propoti tiohs, and it 
is ſaid. that! one day}, as the was dif- 
cntielink with het Confeſſour (in the 
preſence of. the Governels -of- her = 
| houſe) 


| 
4 
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(110) 
houſe ) of the ſcandalous life the [ſhe 
Duke liv'd 'with; that Counteſs, and i 
the Propoſals had betn offered her of 
revenging that adultery, That 'Con+ ſe 
feſlour told her,7 hat great perfons #vight (to: 
commit 4 (mall evil, to deliver: thenn [x 
ſelves from 4 greater, Which 'the 
Duchels ; ſcarce heard: him ſay; bit 
gueſſing well his. deſign; which was tel 
ny: ro. carry, her: to re ez - tur 
quickly replyed, Je bid rather | 
the. Counteſs to live -with her ſin; 
let her die with owr$;;;; 
pI: words ſufficiently efified 

£35 gopdnes and-admirable' vers 
hs By that excellent Princeſs , with 
which the indured all her diſazace- fo 
We that the yook Gags delight in 
uffering, w Otners were: pleas! 
than < cout hey --—amde led i 
among 'of proſperities, whil'ſt 
other people had been unhappy atfo 
ge BETS went about ro-buy her own: 
40; to Crime, and fatisfie the de« 
rpg, body by an offence fo pre- 
judiciall -co bo Cut, which mites 
me believe that God will take: her in- 
ro: his; particular care-duting het Re- 
gency; and ſo much themore, _—_ 
e 
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e [ſhe prefers . the intereſt of her Maker 
| {before all choſe of the world. 
ff The Emperonr and the. Archduke 
ſent by. their Ambaſſadouts a deſire 
tothe Duke of. Maxi», that he-would 
+ little open his eyes, and confider the 
at ſcandal. he liv'd jn, even ia the 
he of all-che Princes of. zip, pro- 
teſting that they. propounded: this to 
hin! not; out of Rect , but were: 
peſs'd to it: our: of the tendet! affecti- 
0a: they -bore to his perſon,. 'They 
afo-aflurd-hio1 thas they had rBotbeerm 
Iſolicicedto this tnotioh by the Princeſs 
their kinfwomanz! whoi complain'd noe 
t the leaſt;to them of i} createment, 
buc on the conttary;, proteſted na then 
that the Duke ker: Husbapd: Lienowr'd 
her very muchy 2nd-except: inthe bed 
Jacer him; Yowhieh'the- Connteſs alone 
{was priviledged:;: the Duke: us di her 
metrall thecivility:unaginable,;aswell 
Jmprivare as gublich, Therefore the 


——_ 
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JEmperonr andthe: Arcliduke; had: no 

cauſe to complain of any-thing ; ani 
leſs yer, incharie happend | contrary in 
this: fcandalans life 'af: the: Nukes; © 
caſe: by, many char-uſerheir wives uL 


for 


(112) 


for the ſake of their Miſtreſſes. For! 
the Duke. contrary to other men, was| 


grown ſo-crafty, that he knew how! to 
a& cunningly by apparently. ſatisfying: 


his wife before the wotld,: and' taking: 


his private pleaſures with the Counteſs; 
ſo thar it was not eafie: for any to: obs 
ſerve any. change in the looks of thiax 
chaſte Princeſs, bur rather much' cots 
rentment and pleaſure. I i&rrue; that 
_ outſide Friendſhip in appearance ought 
not to be .imputed ro! the. care and 
prudence of the Duke ſo much as 69 
the goodneſs of his wife 5 who bei 
endowed witha 11 ngularvertue, and at 
extraqrdinary prudence; could hide: ha 
grief, and expreſs no fignes of trouble 
in her: Face; alchough her heart "es 
preſs'ddown with afflition,:: n 

The Court of Rumer reciived wich 
much diſpleaſure the news-of this fcans 
dalous adultery, and the.trouble ir 'res 
ceived was aggravated. y the TY 
of that great Perſon,who was : 
_ that publick diſorder. z:-and t a3 
it gave Orders to the Supetiours of the 
Convents/at Caſal and Mantua to ink 
joyn the Preachers ro exaggerate "the 
nature of this Crime in cheir POR 
WII 
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(113) 
Whil'ſt in the mean time the Duke ſuf- 
fer'd the World to Talk, and the 
Monks to Croſs themſelves, and went 
to Sermons when the Fancy took him , 

and hearkned to what he liked, upon 
which, it hapned, that a Father cf che 
Order of St, Francis, by an indifcrete 

Zeale, haying too much tefl-&<d npon 
the Perſon of the Dake, and roo open- 
ly ſpoke of the Counteſs, found him- 
{elf ſo intangled, he was conſtrain'd ro 
quit Maxtua, till he was torc'd to 
Swear, That for time to- come he 
would change his Note, and in Cor- 
reting the Vices of Princes, he wou'd 
henceftorward uſe more diſcretion - 

The Dukes Confeſfor was alſo ex- 
horted to remember his Highneſs 
ſometimes of the Obligation he had to' 
fkeaye off his ſcandalous life ; (as if the 
greateſt evil of that Crime ly in the 

Scandal of 1t: ) but that good Father 


 lov'd better to be in the good graces of 


4 Prince, Adnlterons. and Criminal , 
'then Enemy of a Juſt and Innocent 
one: And furthermore, he was ſo in- 
dulgent, thar when he Confeſt him, 
he eafily gave him Abſolucion ; Lay- 
ing all the fault upon the weakneſs of 

E onr 
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our Nature: Ia truth, there are Con- 
teſlors in theſe dayes, that are cauſe of 
the loſs of many Princes3 For , they 
being Ambitious to Domineer over 
the other Brothers of the Convent by 
their. Princes Favour ; they would be 
content ( rather then loſe that Digni- 
ty) not onely to ſend their Princes 
to Hell, but alſo go themſelves to 
the Devil ; neglecting the Duties of 
their Place, and their Paſtoral Oblt- 
gSations, in excuſing the Faults which 
theſe Illuſtrious Sinners commit. 

The Counteſs alſo receiv d from 
time to time her ſecret Mortifications z 
for the Biſhop, ſolliciced perhaps from 
Rome , and the Arch-Dutchels, repre-* 
ſented to her ſometimes the condition 
of her life, threatning to refuſe to give 
her the Holy Sacrament at Eaſter, but 
it was but Threats, to which ſhe heark- 


ned very little, and which gave her bur || 


lictle trouble, becauſe ſhe was confident 


they would never be pertorm'd , for | 


fear of diſobliging his Highneſs ; and 
the more, becauſe ſhe excuſed her ſelf, 


by laying the fault upon the Duke, | 
ſaying ro him that came to ſpeak to | 
her from the Biſhop , That being 


born 
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borh a Subje& , the could not com= 
| mand che Duke not to ſee her an 
| more, becauſe he would do her that 
| Honour, 
_ I cannot forbear in this place to re- 
Plate an Accident , no lefs curious then 
Politick ; which hapned during theſe 
| paſſages. 
| My Lord Biſhop of Caffal had un- 
Pderraken a thing believed impoſſible by 
Bal che World, which was, to find ouc 
| $a remedy to dive:t the Duke from this 
Love of the Counteſs; which was ſo 
| BPablick, that there could not be a 
—_ between two perſons Marryed : 
ut the whi.*ſt he labour'd by I know 
*FJiot what Political and Paſtoral Zeal, 
| the found the end of his dayes in ſeek- 
Jing that of a Scandal ; this Death of 
 fltis regreted by all: he having been a 
- BPrelate of an exemplar life, and held 
; Forthy of ſo eminent a charge in the 
Charch, in'which he had alwayes ſhew- 
& himſelt with great Zeale, | 
The Counteſs was not very ſorry ; 
eeing her ſeif by that celivered from 
the apprehenſton, of lofing the Dukes 
bood Graces, of which (he was in dan- 
ter, by the ſtrong exhortacions of that 
r-2£ ' .- Biſhop- 
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Biſhop. Oa the contrary, ſhe had no|ing 
ſooner heard the news of the Death offTc 
the Biſhop, but ſpeaking to her. SiſterſS0 
the Counteſs Lovize, ſhe ſaid ro her ,|#f 
che poor Biſhop is dead, for aymingÞ# 
coo much ar Fiſty-Cufk againſt Hee! 
ven; ſhe meant by that, to ſhew itÞt 
was all one, to Fight againſt Heaven, P! 
and to endeavour to ruine her Fayouf| i 
with the Duke. is 
The Earl her Brother going alſo toſ'© 
talke to her upon -the Subject of cheſ|th 
Biſhops Death, ſaid to her. Siſter, youſ ©C 
have loſt a great Enemy at leaſt, if he 
that is his Succeſſor prove not of hisg "c 
humour : To which ſhe anſwer'd ; HP B: 
ſhall be my Friend, or nothing, hl 
The Biſhops Funerals were ſcarce dt 
ended, bur, as well from the State off Y 
Mantua, aS Rome, there ſtarted up ms tl 
ny precenders to his place, The Popt h 
preceaded a right in the chuſing of iÞ L 
Biſhop for Caſad, in the State of Man 
##a, becauſe all knew very well, chat 
alchough che right of making a Biſhop 
of Caſa! belonged to his Holyneſs, yet 
there was no great ſatisfaction to be 
found, for any that ſhould be made 
without the Dukes conſent : It be- 
I; 
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20[ing certain, that to be a Biſhop of any 
off Town, againſt the Good-will of their 
e[Sovereign, it is no other, thento ruine 
any Mans Fortune, and keep him al- 
gf wayes in trouble - : There is no per- 
2.1 {on that will accept it without having 
irfat the leaſt the nomination of the 
nf Prince, or elſea recommendation from 
of him And for this reaſon, there were 
[is well at Mantra as at Caſal, the pre- 
tenders to that Biſhoprick, ſeeking ro 
the Duke for a Nomination, or re- 
commendation from his Highneſs, 
Amongft many others, the Pro- 
x voſt of Mzroglio had a mind to this 
Biſhoprick , and it was very eafie for 
him ro attain it, becauſe no body 
ef dream't of him, for the way he took 


e 

{| was better, and very different from 
| 

: 

1 


.| thoſe that the reſt of the Pretenders 
had taken ; he addrefles himſelt to che 
Lady Margaret, with whom he had al- 

.| wayes held a very good correſpon- 

;f dence, and now. ſought her Recom- 

| mendation by ſubmiſſions and promi- 

of {s, with extraordinary Proffers ; he 
| promis'd hera Purſe with a thouſand 
| Crowns 10 1t to buy her a. Diamond; pro- 
| teſting to her , that he would willing- 


yy 


=> 
iy tefign the. Croſs into her hands 


ſhewing her by thar, that he would ne- 
ner do any thing which ſhould not be 


as ſhe would have it, and to her ſatis 
fa&tion: he forgot not to intreate her, 
that for all theſe conſiderations ſhe 
would imploy all her intereſt with his 
Highneſs, to obtain his-Recommen- 
dation to his Holyneſs, 

This: occaſion lookt ſo faire, that 
the Counteſs would not neglect it: 
Therefore ſhe promis'd him to imploy 
all her credit to bring his deſign abour, 


- 


ſo well, that he ſhould be farisfyed 
with her indeavonrs; ſhe went then to 
her Well-Beloved, and repreſented tq 
him, how neceſſary it was to his High- 
neſs to have a Prelate at Caſal, of ano- 
ther Humour then the former, who, 
under a colour of Zeal, ſhould nor in- 
ter. upt the repoſe which their Loves 
injoy'd , ſince the death of the laſt 
Biſhop ; telling him further, that Ai 
reglio was a Man of a perfect prudence, 
and worthy of that Biſhoprick ; ſound- 
ing theſe words often in the Dukes 
eares, My Heart, I deſire thee to a& 
ſo, that this affair ſucceed: in behalf 
of this Gallant Man; and cer Fan: 

c 
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he was alwayes lookt upon as ſuch; 


for, being a Prelare, he acquitted him- 
ſelt of his charge very well, and conti- 


nues ſtill ro do ſo; and although he 
ſalutes every Body with a Smiling 
Countenance, and all kind of affabi- 
lity ; and that in his ordinary Difcour- 
ſes he ſtill mingles ſome jeaſting word 
or other : he nevertheleſs with all thar 
forgets not to Govern the Church and 
his Dioceſs extreamly well. 

The Duke, who of himſelf was .in- 
clin'd to fayour that Lord, not onely 
conſented to the requeſt of his Well- 
beloved in his behalfe , but engag'd 
himſelf farcher to a&t with all his 
power, _- 

After this teſtimony of the Dukes 


1. good will , the Counteſs willing to try 


the conſtancy of this Lord Miraghio, 
and to diſcover what his Thoughts 
would be ( if he arriv'd to that 1ſho- 
prick) of her Amour with the Duke, 
ſent for him, and after having afſurd 
him of the Dukes Favour and ProteCtt- 
on, to the end he defir'd ir, ſhe repre- 
ſented to him the great imprudence of 
the deceaſed Prelate, who, not content 
ro injoy his Biſhoprick in peace, which 

| I 4 he 
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he held by the Dukes Fayour, 
would trouble the repoſe of His 
Highneſs, in ſeeking to make him 
paſs for an Adulterer, 

Monſieur Miroelio, who, penetra- 
ted to the quick into the Soul of 
this Crafty woman , anſwer'd her 
like a Gallant Man; for, after he had 
very much condemn'd the procedure 
of the dead Prelate; he Swore to 
her, that if eyer he receiv'd the Mt- 
tre, he would never do any thing, 
but what ſhould pleaſe the Duke 
and her ſelf; furthermore, he added, 
That the Sins of Princes were bur 
ſmall in the eyes of God ; and in 
fine, he brought many other ſuch 
kind of reaſons , and perhaps better 


to reach his end, and compaſs his der, 
ſign, onely to appear blind to the 


Dukes Scandalous ' Life, and Publick 
Adultery. 

The Counteſs was not unſatisfied 
with this Diſcourſe , and tolerating 
that Lord , (he made him ſo many 
acvantagious Promiſes, that he patrt- 
ed from her very well contented, and 
pleaſed the more with the laſt words 


of che Counteſs, which were, That he 


Was 
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was as ſure of being Biſhop , as he 
was certain that the Duke was Lord 
of Caſal, and Soveraign of his State, 

The time of -parting for Rome be- 
ing come, my Lord Mzrroglio was at 
the Palace, to obtain the Letters of 
Recommendation from His Highneſs, 
and receive the neceſſary Qrders z bur 
the Duke, to let him ſee that he 
confider'd in that Choice, more the 
Jntereſt of his Beloved, ſent for him , 


and told him, My Lord, you. ſhall 


receive from the Counteſs all you 


with - To whom he anſwer'd, with a 
low Congee, The Hands of ſuch a 
Lady could bring him nothing bur 
g00d Fortune. a 
The-Duke Writ diyers Letters to 
the Court of Rome, to recommend 
the Intereſt of this: Pretender to the 


Biſhoprick ; but , amongſt the reſt, 


that which he writ to his Holyneſs , 
was ſo- much to his advantage, he 
could not reaſonably deſire one great- 
er 3 and becauſe the Counteſs gave 
him ' this Letter open, 1 will here 
oeive you the Contents to ſatisfie the 
Curioſity of the Reader, CER 


Moſt 
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e Moſt Holy 
FATHER. 


' A Fer having _ Humbly Kiſſed 

\ your Feet, with all the Aﬀedti- 
0a of my Heart; 1 Salute your Holi- 
neſs with all the Humility of my Soul ; 


recommending in the mean time to the 


Politick and Eccl:fiatick Zeal of Your 
Holineſs , the Intereſts of my Lord 
Miroglio , Provoſt of this Town, and 
a Man very much beloved in my houſe; 
be aſpires ts this Vacant Biſhoprick, and 
if 1am not deceiv'd, . I believe his Me- 
rit renders him worthy enongh of it ; 
the time of the Warr, which makes this 
Town liable to great ſuffering ,” both 
within and without , obliges me. to' be 
more earueſt with Tour Holineſs, to 


confider the Perſon I recommend to 
J0u, and Create Biſhop of Gaſal the | 


Syubjegt , whomns I look upon as my In- 
timate Friend , and a Man qualified 
to remove all Caufes of Fealouſie, which 
uſually grow from the Tntroduttion of 
relates who are ſtrangers, into ſuch 
eminent 


which they ſer up , to diſcountengnce 
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eminent Places; and therefore 7 deſire 


Your Holineſs, with the Hamility of 4 
Son, to Grant me with this Grace Tour 


' Fatherly Bencdidtion, 


The Counteſs had no ſooner given 
this Letter to Monſieur Mzre21io, and 
the others addrefled to ſome of the 
Cardinals, then he went for Rem ; 
where, being arriv'd, he deliver'd the 
Letters, and Sollicited his Afﬀeaires 
and Intereſts with a care ſuitable to 
his Pretenfions ; and ſuch as you 


may gueſs by the uſual diligence of 


thole who aſpire to the live Digni- 
ties. x 

The other Pretenders, who were 
very numerous, ſeeing how conſidera- 
ble his Recommendations were, and 
that his Party was the ſtrongeſt, be- 
oun Ala mode of the Court of Rome, 
to Croſs him, and with all their power 
endeavoured to exclude him, by ma- 
ny proofes of his inſufficiency , mur- 
muring againſt his Perſon, and which 
was worſe , publiſhing many things 
againſt his Reputation, 
| There were two chiefe Reaſons. 


his 
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his Pretenftons; the Firſt was, That 
there was no regard to be taken to 
thole Letters of Recommendation 


procured by :n Adulterous Woman , 
and bought of her with a great Sum 


of reacdly Mony : And the Second 
was , That it would be Scandalous 
to make the Colin of a Heretick a 
Biſhop , who 2!fo carry'd the ſame 
name of her Family : But not to 
leave the Reader in doubt upon this 


Particular z I will explain ic all in. 


two words, 

Twelve yeares before this, Nox 
Mario Mirozlio, Canon of the Cathe- 
dral Church of Caſal, neer Kinſman to 
Lord Provoſt Miroglio, was retir'd 
from that Town to Geneva, to the 
Sreat diſpleaſure of the Chapter, and 
the Houſe of Mirozlio, who ſpard 
for nothing to bring him back from 


whence he was fled ; bur he, deriding 


all their Remonſtrances, chang'd his 
Religion, to embrace that which is 
Protefled at Geneva ; and was after- 
wards Marryed; he dyed ſome time 
after, leaving two Male Children be- 
hind him, to Ecernize his Name in that 
Church ſo contrary to the Churchaf 
Rome, nn The 


La 
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The whole ſacred Colledge was in- 
formed of that by his enemies, who had 
the ſame prertenſfton with him, and 
above all they chiefly inform'd the 
Cardinal Sforza, as he that ſpoke the 
freelieſt, and ſpared nor the Pope him- 
ſelf, when he was to give his advice, 
and they were not deceiv'd, for the 
Cardinal Sforza, going to the Pope, 
fought ar firſt ro make a way into his 
thoughts, to alter his reſolution of ma- 
king Mzroe!to Biſhop, and ſeeing for all 
his endeavours, that all things went on 
tar Lords fide, he was reſolute, and 
could not forbear, ſaying one day to 
the Pope in a full Conſiſtory, 


Moſt holy Facher! 


"F. your Holineſi riſolves to make the 

&. brother of a heretick a Biſhop at leaſt, 

let it not be the pimp of an adulterous 
W047, 


The Pope notwithſtanding knowing 
that Cardinals humour, ſaid onely to 
him, that he was very well acquainted 
wich the mejics of the Lord Miroglzo. 

| | Mirozlio 
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Mirozlio then made Biſhop, contrary 
to the expeation of all the world, and 
to the great diſcontent of his enemies, 
he gave many thanks ro-the Coun- 
reſs, befides giving her the thouſan4 
Crowns, which he had promis'd her 
before ; and I will not ſpeak of the 
many Preſents he made to divers per- 
fons of the Dukes Courr, 

This Prelate wanted for no civility 
nor reſpe& for the Counteſs, and ho- 
nour'd her very often with his vifires, 
ftaying many afternoons with her, 
whil'ſt the Prince was at Mantua ; i 
when the Duke was at Caſal, het 
houſe was forbid to all the world , 
except the Dake, to whom it on- 
ly belong d to Court that Fair,one ; 
one day however, as the Biſhop was 
S0InNg out of the Counteſſes houſe, 
to whom he had been making a viſit, 
he met the Nuke, who ſaid to him, 
My Lord Bfthop, it were better that 
7our Greatneſs ſhould enter , and I 
hould go out from this houſe, then 
for me to go in, and you to go out, He 
ſaid this onely to give the Biſhop to' 
underſtand, that he who was a Prelate 
ought to give the Countels the abſo- 

x : nn 
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lution of her fins, which he was going 
co commit with her, 

But to return to the Ducheſs, who 
was, as one may ſay, forſaken; you 
muſt know that ſeeing all things de- 
ſperate as to the converſation of the 
Prince her Husband, ſhe refoly'd to 
give herſoul ſome reſt, ro let him do 
whatſoever pleas'd him, without ſeem- 
ng to take any notice , and to give 
theſe Lovers leave to take all their 
(wing, with a full reſolve to mind no- 
thing for the future, and to take no 
further care, importuning them no lon- 
ger, all ſhe had done having been to 
little purpoſe, 

The greateſt favour ſhe had defar'd 
from her Husband had been, T hac he 
would content himſelf with the {can- 
dal he gave ro his own State, without 
doing ſuch groſs things, to make him- 
ſelf rhe diſcourſe of other Nations , and 
the ſcorn* of the Covrts of ' other 
Princes; and indeed the Duke and che 
Counteſs liv'd in ſuch liberty, that i£ 
was verily beliey'd that there was a pyjt- 
vare divorce between the Duke and 
his Ducheſs, ſo that by the conſent- 


ment of them both, theu marriage was 
broke 
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broke; and that he had after that pri- 
vately - the Counteſs, which 
nevertheleſs was very far from truth; 
bur it was impoſſible to ſhut the com- 
mon peoples mouths, as long as this 
ſcandal was ſo publike. The Duke 
cared not to go one ſtep without the 
Counteſs, they eat and drunk together, 
_ -and they never went to take the Air 
without one another « if the Duke 
went from Mantua to Caſal, or to Man- 
ina from Caſal, he always carried the 
Counteſs with him in the Coich, 
Alone; and for her part, ſhe could not 
in the journey ſuffer her ſelf one minute 
to forſake him who was more to her 
than ſhe was to her ſelf, TI leave theſe 
conſiderations to the Impartial Reader, 
and not to the Lover, or whoſoever he 
is that reads this Book, and is troubled 


with amorous fanciesz what followed 


theſe privacies, | 

The impudence of this bold woman 
Srew to that exceſs, that not content 
to have ſpoild the. good Judgment, 
Nature, and the Prudence of the 
Duke, in ſeeking to govern him het 
own way, and injoy him according to 
the motions of her brutiſh appetites, 


and 
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and believing her ſelf nor oblig'd to 
keep: any meaſures, cciumphing inſo0- 
ently oyer her ſhame, it ſeem'd very 
little-co her to' be. talk'd on onely in 
her own Countrey, although ſhe glo- 
ried much in thats .burt ſhe chiefly aſpi- 
red at the publiſhing her favour with 
the Duke in other Nations, deſiring 
they ſhould know how much ſhe in- 
joyed with him; above all thar the 
greateſt -Fayorites could ever pretend 
ro from any Prince though ſhe alittle 
fear'd that the ſtories of her fin and 
adultery might come to their ears g 
She was ambitious that fame ſhould 
publiſh her in all places, and that nor 
onely the people of Moniferrat , and 
the Mantnans,' but all Italy ( not to 
ſpeak of Aſia and Enrepe)) ſhould 
know that the accompanied the Duke 
every where, that they fhould ſee her 
play, and walk with him, and be eye- 
wirneſſes , that ſhe ſlept with <his 
Prince when ſhe pleas'd. 

To fatisfie this ambition ſhe defir'd 
his Highneſs, that he would carry ber 
to-Yexice, to ſee the Solemnity which 
is there upon 4 -day , but the 
Duke, who weighed all things with 
p>ycd —— more 
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more prudence, promis'd he would ſas 
tisfie her, in ſending with her wharper- 
ſons ſoever ſhe pleas to have in het 
company, except hinfelf ; not thinking 
it fit for him to appeat with het before 
the Senate, ſince upon her account he 
had receiy'd a private rebuke 'from 
them, as I told you before, but ſhe 
who onely ſought to appear there be- 
fare all the ſtrangers that were at that 
time at Yenice, and to pleaſe her ambi- 
tion more thaniher curiofity, could not 
receive his offer; and'told him plainly 
that ſhe would go with no other com: 
pany than his Higtineſs, In fine the 
knew fo well how to charm him witli 
her careſſes; and gave him ſo manyrea- | 
ſons, that ſhe made” him reſolve tog0 
himſelf, and carry her: with him, as ſhe | ! 
deſired, RE Ln 

The Duke would make this Voy- 
age zxcognite, but his Miſtreſs weuld 
carry her'Siſter the Counteſs Lovize, 
and three other Ladies with her, all ve- 
ry well dreft, and with them ſome. 
Maids of Honour and waiting Gentle- 
women, which was the reaſon that 
thoſe who were nor | acquainted with 
the Amours of theſe two paſſionate 
, = _ Lovers | 
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Lovers took this fair Pilgrim for the 
Archducheſs, who went 5»coenito, and 
to ſay the truth, this Voyage could not 
be made with more magnificence nor 
joy for her, ſhe might have been called 
a little triumphant Princeſs; who had 
Ywayes the Prince at her fide, who led 
ber.by the hand,.as well in publike as 
private, and. ſhe was ſo over-joyed to 
fee her (elf honour'd and ferved by all 
the Courtiers , who treated her as if 
the had been their true and lawful 
Soveraigh Drincels,thar it is impoſſible 
to find words to. expreſs het ſatiſ- 
faQion, #iT8rs TO FT 

The noiſe of their arrival in Yenite 
was quickly ſpread through all the 
town, and curioſity carried 1immediate- 
ly all che town in crouds to the ſtreets, 
to ſee theſe two Lovers who were {o* 


much talkt of, not onely through all 


italy, but every where elſe, the ſtreets 
werefilld with a number almoſt inft- 
hite of perſons of both ſexes, who: 
trouded one another to behold with 


how great a grace the Duke led the 


Coutiteſs by the hand in the fight of all 
k is confidently ſpoken that this 
| 'K 3 Prince 
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Prince ſpent in this Voyage more than 
three thouſand Piſtols in many Pre- 
ſears which he made, he gave amongſt 
the Ladies of his troop five hundred 
Crowns, and the reſt to the Counteſs, 


.- who coveted all that ſhe ſaw inevery 


ſhop amongſt the Metchants; and 
when the took notice of any rarity, 
which was commended in that Coun- 
trey, ſhe (pared no carefſes nor flatteries 
to the Duke to perſwade him to buy 
that knack upon which ſhe had ſer her 


heart, Ic is certainly believ'd, that the 


Duke till that hour had not found any 


fignof covetouſneſs in the Counteſs, 
20d ti{l then ſhe had never expreſs'd a 
deſire of any thing beſides che love of 


her Gallant ; but the Air of Yexice al- 
ter'd her nature, and what ever ſhe had 
2 mind to, 'the Dake never contra- 
dicted ber defires, he was fo far from 
ce_ her any thing, that one day 
as they paſt by a Jewellers ſhop, they 
ſhew'd this fair Lady a great number of 
precious ſtones, amongſt which there 
was 4 little Roſe of Diamonds, round 
beſer with lictle Golden Eaglets,which 


held our their Bills to kiſs one'another, 


which ſeem'd almoſt che arms of the 
FO houſe 
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houſe of Gonzague, the Counteſs then 
looking ftedfaſtly upon that Jewel, 
and with great defires, without daring 
to ask ir, for fear of being too impor- 
tanare, the-price being more than four 
thouſand Crowns, with ſome careſles 
and flatteries,- wirhour once opening 
her mouth to beg ir, ſhe oblig'd her 
loving captive to give it her with theſe 
words, 1 ſhall not be much troubled to 
part with all my money to her, to whom 1 

have given all my heart. | 
In returning home they went to 
Padua, where by chance that day the 
Comedy of Foſeph was acted in mu- 
ſick, which the Duke would ſee, he 
went thither with the Counteſs, tol- 
lowed by all his people, and placed 
himſelf with the other Ladies of his 
company in a- Box over [againſt the 
Stage, where he always held his Mi- 
ſtreſs in his arms, imbracing her in the 
face of the whole Aſſembly, who took 
fot their eyes off them one moment. 
in the mean time, when-the Scene 
"where the wite 07 Potiphar is repreſen- 
ted, forcing of Foſeph to ſleep with 
her, and particularly at - that place 
where that exampie of Chaſtity re- 
| K 3 tuſes 
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fuſes her, and flying away leaves her 
his Cloak, The Countels- turning to 
che Duke ſaid, 7 cannot pridiſe this young 
man, for having thus left a1 afſamiſh'# 
Lady; to which the Duke anſwer'd; 
a the world is not ſo charitable, nor f 
plaiſant, as I am for thee, 

"The ſcandal which ll Lombard 
ſuffer dby this Voydge, difpleaſed the 
Duckeſs veiy much, «nd'flie could nor 
refrain the expreſſing her-refenrriiems 
to the Duke ; bur fince her words 
accompanied with her ordinzy Mild- 
neſs had nothing of Vindignation 1 
them; they made 'no impreſſions upon 
the heatr'8f her husband, who had ins 
rirely \f4crific'd her to the Counteſs, 


with whom: he' liv'd/in ſuch a manner 
That the Wotld were almoft perfwaded|] 


'thar thet&had paſs'd' ome Clandeſtin 
kay between then,” which wi 
lie ' Cauſe” of 'no ſmall * difpleaſuſt 
amongſt the people who were very 
much aMiged to- {ee cir Prince © 
effeminared, Eh 

' Tn'the' mean! time the Court F 
Inpariende tior 'onely the life which 
*thec] FN with the: Countels, un 
heh © 2 al 
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; | aiſs were morettropbled at the Popes 


filenee; 'who fought not to remedy 


theſe ſcandals : this noiſe and thefe 
rpariencies increagd by the' return of 
Cardifial Leomelzni,' who came from 
this Legation ar” Bologne, who having 
had fone! contefts' with the Duke, 
ſought'a'revenge :' and fince! we are 
come : to 'ſpeak of that particular, 1 
think it will nor be-from the purpoſe 
to touch ,' in patling by, upon! it as 
briefly as'l cg npoſle 

'Ths Nobility | of 'Bologue had | Ine 
vited the Duke + to ſee fork Comical 
repreſentations that were ro be inthe 
Town, witha magnificence and prepa- 
ration extraordindry;): and becadfe the 
Duke icould not: lgnger live-withoiic 


his Counteſs, nor' ſcatce- go four ſteps 


without having her in his Company, 
he carried:her 6gain with him; as if ſhe 
had-been his wife, to ſee thoſe ſhews 
aforeſaid. 
'TFhe Gentlemen, . that belong'd ta 
the T.egate Cardinal Leomelini, "could 
not-refrain from -murmuring with ſome” 
Kit of ſcorn and mocks-to the Dukes 
ations, who'with an univerſal ſcandal 
xattied alone with him an Adultereſs, 
K 4 even 
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even into the Towns of the reſart of 
the Eccleſiaſtical States on the other 
fide thoſe who belong'd to the Duke 
ſeeing themſelves eblig'd to defend 
the reputationof their Sovereign, after 
many injurious words on both fides, 
came to blows, to the great diſpleaſure 
of the Nobility in that Town, ' wha 
ſaw themſelves oblig'd in that- cons 
junRure to take- the Dukes part; 
againſt thoſe of the Cardinal, ſo thax 
the Duke ſeeing himſelf affronted, 
ſent to complain to his Eminence, who 
in ſtead of ſarisfaRion in puniſhing the 
beginners, proteted his men, and 
threatned the Duke himſelf. 


The Dnke went out then from | 


Bologne, all in rage, with deſign to 
cauſe the Cardinal to be murder in 
his Coach , and to that end he ſent 
upon Cood Friday twenty four menwell 
armed, who, being enter'd the Town, 
diſcharg'd at the ſame time many Pir 
ſtols into the Legates Windows, not 
that they had defigns to kill, but af- 
jront him; all the inhabitants were in 
amazeat the boldneſs of thoſe Caya- 
liers, who hazarded their lives with ſo 
much ccnfigence , they Riyed them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves nevertheleſs without receiving 
any hurt, although they were purſued 
by the Guards, ETA 

; The Gentlemen of Zologpe, and par- 
ticularly thoſe who had invited*his 
Highneſs to Bologne, perceiving that 
the Duke was very angry, and to pre- 
vent any. further miſchief that might 
happen through this diſorder , ſent 
word to Pope Alexander, to the end 
that he might hinder ir, who, making 
uſe of his ordinary prudence by a 
Maxime, of Policy , took. that em- 
ployment from the Cardinal, pretend- 
ing he would give him one more ſu- 
table to his Eſtace, and put in his place 


' the Cardinal Farzeſe, who'. was of 


the laſt creation, and friend to the 
Duke, 


Leomelini* knew preſently from 


whence this change came, and there- 
fore withourt-loofing time returned to 


Rome to be; revenged of this injury, 
which, to ſpeak truth, was an affront ; 
to arrive at this deſign, he began pre- 
ſently. to inform all the Conclave of 
the Cardinals, and his Holineſs alſo, of 
that ſhameful. life which . the Duke 


lived with the Counteſs, and the 


great 


Ren. Ao 
great ſcandal which it gave to all Lom- 


bardy, Thatſong which the Courtiers - 


ſung quickly ſpread over the whole 
Toyn of Rowe, fo thatinthe ftreets no 
other thins was talked on,” - | 


That Cardinal was very importu- 


nate to have this Duke proceeded 
againſt by way of Excommunication; 
oiving thetn-ro underftand- with ' his 
uſual authority, thar*if they ſuffered 
ſuchan adultery ro bennpuniſhed, -the 
Hereticks without doubt would pre- 
vail, and: the holy Chair would-ſuffer 
a great blow to its reptitation,-and' iri 
fine would condemn” the” Chtirch for 
toleratingand permitting adultery, 

But the Duke inform'd of all theſe 


L 


things, cauſed it to be told the Catdi- | 


nal Leomelini, That he would teach hins 
to ſpeak, if he would not learn to hold his 
tongue, "For all this ''his- Eminence 


chang'd/nbt' his note, "who being-rior 


accuſtomed to tongue injuries, repeated 
always the ſame ſong, and very far 
from heafkning to peace, or-to feek if, 
the more that he ſaw-himſelf threar- 
ned, he repeated: his complaints rhe 
more tothe Pope and his Cardi- 


uwals, * 
Pug 
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' But the Pope Alexander under- 
ſtanding the affairs of the World; nor 
being ignorant how he ought To trear 
with a Sovereign Prince, went- not fo 
haſtily to work, and preſs” d not 'fo 
 mifch to- uhdertake a Prince who'thad 
metited ſo well 'from the holy Chair, 
nor however, at leaſt, for no other ſub- 
Jet bur -a wottian, he well knowing 
that'the Dike'was not the oneli 
Adulterer , ad *thart that brifiief: 
ould reflect upon many Printes who 
Iyedin the fartie difdrder ind therefore 
Heighye not: mich Sarto; "cheCatdinal 
"Leomtelini; no* rote: ithan-to the other 
"Catdinals,' 'who uttdertook'! nn 
fieſsto the Pope, n6t' for-arryhatet 
'ha&to'the' Puke, but beentife ” 
"weteferonb by this Catdinal.- 2151 3000 
The" Pope '#t "aft! {tcing! bjeaſ 
-pteffed, and not- tobe wantiaz 750 
*duty of Paſtour, vrdtred/the"Caftnkl 
Ht Pehetencitr: to writs t51At7- 
jo) Biſhop '0 Ciſal, thar hehould 
proceed ph Xe Connte(s bythe 
:$rafury es inthe like eaſes; Bat, is 
-r0 fay; to refuſe? her theComtitunisn 
- ar'Faſter,-and iy caſe that hefughc 


Idr ro mend and change her life; to\pur 
an 
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an end to that great ſcandal, after he 
had given her all thoſe fatherly cor- 
retions. to which his charge oblig'd 
him, he ſhould proceed ro Excommu- 
nication, or the other Eccleftaſtical 
Cenſures, which the Councils com- 


mand to be uſed in ſuch kind of 


Caſes, - ER 
The Penetencier, fail'd.not to obey 


the order that was given him to write, 


but not in the manner which the Car- 


dinal Leomelini defited , becauſe he 


writ to that Prelate in gentle terms, 
commanding to. behave himſelf in-this 
affair with great. Prudence, with a ſu- 
table zeal, which'did nor ſute with the 
defigns. and deſires of that Eminence. 
The .Biſhop had no ſooner received 
that Letter, but he communicated it to 
the Duke and the Counteſs, who: de- 
rided it, and the more, becauſe the Bi- 
ſhop. himſelf laught at it too, who 
would not do any thing againſt the 


pleaſure of two perſons, who had gi- 


ven him his Biſhoprick. 

This Prelate raking his leave at 
the. end of that diſcourſe, the Duke 
taking him by the hand ſaid in his ear, 
My Lora, write to. the Cardinal Peni> 

En tenticr , 
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tentier » That when the Pope Chaſes af 
the Bawdy- Houſes ont of Rome, we'will 
drive th! Counteſs from hence... It is 
true, he (aid thar' more to rally. with 
the Biſhop, thenfar any other reaſon, 
becauſe he knew very well, that thoſe 
words would not go ſo far as Rome 
though, as I believe, he had not much 
car'd, or not at all if they had; nay, if 
they had been told to his Holineſs, 

The Biſhop -rerurn'd a*Letter to 
| Rome full of good - and folid choice 

| Reaſons , which ſhew'd the neceffity 
there was for the good of the Church, 
thar' they ſhould ſhut their eyes to 
thoſe difotters,not to enrage the Duke, 
for if chey did ſo, he fear'd he might do 
worſe, and might proceed to trouble. 
and puniſh the repoſe of the Clergy ; 
in effet, he was not deceiv'd, for if 
ever it had happen'd that the Coun- 
teſs had receiv'd that diſcontent , of 
being ftruck by any cenſure of the 
Church, the Duke, who would alſo 
have lookt upon himſelf as injur*d, had 
without doubt moleſted the Clergy and 
the Biſhop ; for Princes never want 
Reaſon to make Criminals: and fince 
Eccleſiaſtical Men will not acknowledg 

: | themſelves 
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themſelves Subjects to them, and pars 
ticularly the Biſhops, who look upon 
themſelyes as exempt from- owning 
that Title ; -but, ir.is 2 great abuſe , 
and they deceive themſelves grofly. 
The Anſwer of this Prelate hapned, 
I know not by which way, to becom- 
municared to the Cardinal Zeomelini, 
who preſently. began to murmur a- 
oainſt that Biſhop, as he did againſt 
the Duke, nor ſparing him, even in the 
Conſiſtory of the Cardinals ; and ſay- 
ing All the ill things he could of him, 
though. falſly: For to ſpeak rtrath , 
this Prelate had alwayes behaved him- 
ſelf like an honeſt man, and has-no 
vices that are worthy of reproches. 

W hat diffimulation ſoeyer the Ho- 
ly Father ſhew'd, yet he was neverthe- 
leſs ſenſibly rouched with the Adver- 
_ tiſements he every day. received of the 
Scandalous Life of the Dake and the 
Counteſs; and therefore moy'& with 
Zeale atd Compaſſion, he wade many 
Prayers be offered in every Church, to 
the end, that it would pleaſe God to 
touch the Heart of thar Prince ; and 


_ draw. him from hls-obſtinate hardneſs 


of heart, in 2ging on. in ſo infamous 2 
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why that was,in which he had ſo long 


.” But at laſt , making refleion vp+ 
on the duty he was oblig'd: to, as So- 


veraign Paſtor of the Church; he ſaw 
well, that to hold his Peace, would not 
be 'to acquit himſelf well : on the 0- 
ther fide alſo, as he would nor pro- 
ceed in that buſineſs with rigor againſt 
that Prince; he reſolved, being com- 
bated with his Duty and his Fear, ro 
employ the moſt gentle remedies, and 


toimploy in them Perſons alſo vertus 


ous. indowed with-Piety, . 

He tent, to thar purpoſe, the Father 
Cats: AlaPuchin to Mantra and, Caſals 
he: was 3 Perſon celebrated as well for 
the fairneſs of his catriage,as theexcel- 
lence of his vertue ; with Fatherly in- 


 KruRions ſetting before him the Ser- 
"vice he ſhould do both to God and the 


Church, and that heſhonld Merie ye- 
ry much from the Holy Chair, if he 
could 'oyercomme the Spiric of this 
Duke, and 'obtain any ViRtory over 
that of the Counteſs, romake chem 
leave off this Scandalous Life;ſo much 
to the Scandal of rhe whole Church, 

T his: goed Father Capurhin, _ 
F: ing 
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fing the hardneſs of the hearts of: A- 


dulterers, felt in himſelf ſome repug- 


nance for this Imployment, deſpairing 


of eyer conquering the Obſtination of 
the Duke, or to move his heart, which 
' Sin had made harder then a Diamond g 
nevertheleſs , without reply to the 
Pope, he received that Commiſſion 
which his Holineſs impos'd upon him , 
with a ready and as humble obedience 
which belongs to that Order of Caps- 
chins, and is ſo ſutable to their Habit 
m a word, with a Capuchins Obedience; 
and with Promiſes, To do all in his 
Power to ſerve his Holineſs and the 


Church faithfully , he would ſpare no. 


Cares to procure the Salvation of the 
Soules of the Duke and the Coun- 
Tels. | 0 

The Pope. in giving this good: Fa- 
ther his Bleſhog, commanded him, thar 
if peradventure he perceived that his 
Charitable Remonſtrances,and Father- 
ly Corre&ions had no effect, and that 
by mild wayes heſhould work nothing 
upon the Heart of that Prince, that he 
ſhould proceed to ſome kind of Ri- 
gor and Threatning, in the behalfe of 
the Holy Chair ;' and yet withal that 


he. 
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he ſhould not fail to let the goodneſs 
of the Pope be known, and te excuſe 
him to the Duke, if they came o far 
a5 to Ecclefiaſtical Cenſures againſt his 
Perſon, ..  . + | : 
\ This Father went from Rome with 
this Order, drawing towards Mantus ; 
but, in paſſing by Bo/ogne, he commu; 
gicated all rheſe,Qrders he had receiv'd 
from His Holineſs to the Superior of a 
Convent of his Order in that Town, 
and asking this Counſel, How hethould 
At, in 'an Afﬀair of ſo.grzeat Impor- 
tance? they conſult together, and both 
concluded; That it would be better.to 
{tay for the opportunity. of the Dukes 
being at Caſal,tothe end,thathe mighe 
have the conyenience of aſſaulting boch 
their Hearts together; our, Capuchip 
followed this advice, and. 1@ ſtead. of 
continuing.,on his way for Maptga,drew 
towards Caſal, where he artiyed two 
dayes ſooner then the Duke, who came 
thicher wich the greateſt part of the 
Court. 

- "This Capuchip being thenarrived at 
Ceſal, diſcover'd to almoſt the whole 
-Eonvent theoccafion of his Voyage, 
and pray'd chem 'O joy their Prayers 
ro 
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to his, to obtain from God'a favoura- 


ble ſucceſs in fo difficult and dange-|- 


rous an enterpriſe; but that policy of 
his- ſacceeded very ill , contrary to 
his wiſhes, becauſe the plot' being 
diſcover , the Noiſe of the SubjeR 


of his 5p ro Caſal was ſpread 


through the whole Town, ſo that he 
was diſcover d before the Duke gave 
him the Hearing ; bur at laſt his Highs 
neſs coming alſo to be inform'd,  for- 


bid every body to ſuffer this Capuchis] 


To come "near his Perſon; and not 
permit him to enter in any place whete 


he was 3 which this poor Father per] 


ceiving, deſpairing of acquitting him- 


ſelf of his Commiſion, 'and the more] 


becauſe he was rold , That the Duke 
was going - ſuddenly to Mantua, ht 


thought 1t neceflary to take his Jour 


ney to Reme, following the Advice 
rap him by the Lord Azroglio hin 
If 556 >eA 
All the World had greart reſpec fo 
this proceeding of the Court of Rowe, 
and ſo much the more, becauſe it had 
imploy'd thoſe of the Order of Caps 


chins, which is in great veneration in 


Halyz nevertheleſs that hindred not 


the: 


—— 
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| the Duke; and the Counteſs, to mock 
at all they did ro ftifle their Love » 
which becamegreater and greater; ma” 
king the Proverb «good , Fhar priva® 
tion begets- Apetitez; becauſe the 
more they (aw themſelves moleſted, 
| upon the Subject of their Amours,th© 
more. it inflam'd in them the defire r0 
doall things, that could contribure, if! 
any (et, to their Delights, and what 
pleas'd them. | | 
- The Duke was inform'd of all they 
ſaid at Rome, touching his Love to the 
| Counteſs; and, in truth, they ſpoke 
" of it with too much ſcorn; making 
Libels and Satyrs, extreamly piquanr, 
againſt his Perſon alſo, inrerurn, they 
| ſpared neither rhe Cardinals nor the 
Pope himſelf in the Court-of Mantua; 
though the Duke did what he could co 
filence them, like a good Prince. as he 
was (for his greateft Vice was that 
Adultery) ſo great was his reſpe& ro 
the Holy Chair, he would nor ſuffer 
them in his preſence to ſpeak any thing 
againſt the Heads of -che Church; 
however his Courtiers being not of 
- his humour, it was not in his power to 
make then! hold their peace; there- 
E 2 tore 
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fore their inſolence grew to that height, 
that there was ſeen at- Rome ſome Li- 
| bels, in which they Challeng'd the In- 
habitants of .thar Noble City to come 
to Maxtya , to letthem_.ſee they would 
revenge the Aﬀeront they pretended to 
have received from them, | 


Bur it is now time for us to viſit his 


Highneſs in his Tent, to fee in what 


condition his Love is, now he is turn'd 


a Soldier, wy, Feds 
| The good Fortune of the French 
had been ſb proſperous till then, that 
they had carryed their Victorious 
Armes beyond Flanders,Cataloxia,and 
Rouſsillon; and though they had not 


as yer begun to. ſhew' themſelves of 
that fide of Caracene, towards Milan , | 
yet they :rook the way to be Miſters* 
of [1taly, to which that Nation ardent- || 


ly aſpires: The Enemies beat the 
Field,and rang'd ſometimes on one fide, 


and then:of another, upon the Banks 


of the: River Teſsno, with ſo much 
Liberty , they ſeem'd 'to be abſolute 
Maſters ; they were commanded by 
the Duke of Moderne, one of the great 
Captains of our 'time3 and. he was ac- 
companyed with as many Captains hs 
WE | [> 


(149) 
he had Soldiers.; that, isto ſay, they 
were the Valienteſt Wazriotrs in the 
World; for , in truth, at thac time 
the French were {o eſteem'd, | 
But the Spaniards perceiving them- 
ſelves not in a cogdition to oppole_ 
thoſe Invincible Conquerors; and , 
that the Afﬀaires went but too ill in 
Lombardy , addr:fled themſelves to 
| the Emperour, defiring him: to afiſt 
them in the Defence of a place which 
was ſo conſiderable in the Empire ; 
this Monarch . granted their ,requeſts 
the more willingly, in regard of his 
own intereſt there, as well as that of 
the Houſe of Auſtria; and indeed he 
made it appear, that the Empire was 
intereſſed in_it, doing upon that ac- 
count all in his power, and joyning 
with, thoſe of that Houſe, with whom 
he enter'd into a very ſti League, to 
prevent the Duchy of Mantua from 
falling into-other hands, -- _ 
The Duke Charles was to that end 
nominated Vicar of the Empire, and 
they gave him to that purpoſe the 
Command of an Army, that he joyn- 
_ ing with the Spaniards might ſtop the 
Progreſs of the French Arms in Lom- 
| bardy 7 
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þardy + In the mean time the French 
thought fir (in their Councel of War) 
£0 lay Siege to Alexandria, one of the 
ſtrongeſt Towns in the Duchy, and 
although this place was very well 
Mann'd and detended, this reſolution 


nevertheleſs gave much apprehenſion 


ro the Spaniards, fince it was a place of 
ſuch conſequence to any that could 
poſſeſs themſelves of it 3 and for that 
reaſon the Duke Charles thought him- 
ſelf oblig'd in Duty to go himlſelt in 
Perfon.to aſſiſt a place ſo important to 
the repoſe of all 7:aly? after they had 
then order'd all things neceſlary for the 
ſaccour of Alexandria, he gave Order 
for the March of his Army ; he part- 
ed, to that end, from Millay, where he 
had been 7ncoenite, to ſpeak with the 
Miniſters of Spazm, not on purpoſe, but 
to take an occaſion of paſſing from 
Manina to Montferrat , and by that 
means to go to Caſal, ro viſit his 
5 ounteſs ,' who impatiently expected 
im, ea 

As ſoon as he ſaw her, he ex- 
preſs'd his kindneſs in an extraordina- 
ry manner to her, having been abſent 
from her 15 dayes, ſo that ir was im- 
Hi poſſible 
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 [poſsible for any to ſnatch this Prince 
out of the Arms of that beauty in 2 
dayes. z notwithſtanding all the Re- 
monſtrances 'of thoſe which were ſent 
to him from the Army, who exhorted 
him to come in all haſte ro the relief of 
Alexandria, which was going infallibly 
to be loſt, if there were not ſome kind 
of Syccour ſent immediately to it, 

- The Connteſls had taken a reſoluti- 
on of- putting her ſelf in the Habit of a 
Man, and to follow the Duke whereſo- 
ever he went; and althoygh the Duke 
ſeem'd to conſent to it at fiſt, yer he 
thought it not very convenient in the 
end, and therefore ſhe ſaw her ſelf ne- 
ceſſitated'to remain at Caſa, having 
obtain'd a promiſe from her Lover, 
'That every day ſhe ſhould receive 
from him an Account of his health, 
. and the progreſs of his Highnefs witi1 
that of his Army, 

This Prince parted from Caſal then 
the fourth-of - Auguſt, accompanied 
with his Counteſs, who went with him 
in his Coach above three Miles ; and 

alſo, by an exceſs of Gallantry , h@ 
Brother drove the Coach till rhey 
came t9 a certain Village , wherg 
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they ſtopt to take leave of his High- 
neſs 3 who, drawing apart his Well- 
beloved, was ſometime in converſation 
' with her, but nor ſatisfied with that, 
and what he had injoy'd of her com- 
pany all the way, they enter'd into a 
Peaſants houſe hard by that place , 
were they were together a full hour, 
to the great heart-breaking of all the 
World, who waited for them in the 
Street, although in the mean while the 
Conntefles Brother invented all he 


could imagine to divert the Com- 


any; 

, After theſe two Lovers had given 
their adiews to eachother, having fi- 
niſhed all their Ceremonies in the 
Chamber of that good poor Country- 
mans houſe, they went out, and be- 
ing yet not able to ſeparate for good 


and all, they ſtaid at the door, talking, 


together, toying and fooling with one 
another, and alſo to make Love half 
an hour longer, whil't in the mean 
time there atrived a Poſt from | the 
Marquiſs of Facnſaldagnia , Gover- 
Gur of X14», who earneſtly deſir'd 
his Highneſs, That he would haſten 
his depart to the Army, where they 
impatiently 


) 
impatiently waited 'for him , having 
abſolute need of his preſetice: who 
ever had ſeen the Duke and his Coun- 
res” ſo ſtrialy imbrac'd , would have 
thought they were - never to' meet 
again, and if a Genrleman a preat 
friend of the Dukes had not confident- 
ly told his Highneſs that the nighc 
came on apace, and that ir was not ſafe 
for him to entet inthe datk into a 
Countrey that was the rendezvous 
of the enemy, I believe the Duke 
and his Counteſs would have ſtaid a 
good while longer in that place, which 
yet was not a very convenient one, to 
make love in, In fine, after that' theſe 
two Lovers had given ſome tears to 
their future abſence, they rook leave 
of one another; She retutning to C4- 
ſal, and the Duke marching towards 
Alexandria, where the Army ftaid for 
him, and where the Spaniards Council 
of War was held, to conſult upon the 
way to ſecure that place (o confide- 
- rable to their State, and which they 
_ already believed out of their power. 
The Marqueſs of Faenſaldagnis had 
commanded an apartement for the 
Duke to be made ready in a- Palace, 
—_—- amile 
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2 mile from Alexandra, about which 
was encamped the. Imperial ani Spa-. 


niſh Army, as being a very. advantagi- 


ous Poſt to trouble 'the enemy, who- 


had no defence from their ſhot, and 
were. blockt up between the Town 
and the River, ' 


The Duke was ſcarce arrived, -but 
finding that Air unwholſome for him, 


and being very mych heated by the 
journey, he was preſently ſeiz'd by a 
Feaver, which obliged him to go to 
bed, but that which added to his trou- 
ble, was to (ee himfelf in a Countrey 
ſo prejudicial to his health, and where 
he could nothave thoſe things fit for 
his cure, with that diligence which his 
diſeaſe required, Tortona being diſtant 
from him two miles, and that was the 
neereſt Town wherein there were Apo- 
thecaries. 


Tivo things begun to trouble his 


mind and raife his ſpleen , and melan- 
cholly, The one was that ſuch a miſ- 
fortune happened to him in the. Firſt 
time of his life that he had appear'd 


- Jn the field, fearing it would oblige 


him to return to Caſal, without the 
glory of having done any thing to thew 
| | his 
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his courage; but that which was his 
greateſt, heart-breaking was, That he 
| fancied the Spaniards would: believe 
him a Coward, under which notion he 
ſhould paſs for ſuch through all thoſe 
Countries, not being able to imagine 
they would be fo civil to lay all the 
fau!t upon his Feaver, ( which really 

' was the cauſe) but would rather 'be- 
eve it a fair pretence of the Dukes to 
hide his cowardly heart, The ſecond 
thing which fo tormented him, was, T6 
ſee himſelf alone, and deprived of the 
'fervice of his Counteſs, as he had been 
formerly : he reſolved. to keep his bed 
notwithſtanding, and' ſtay in thar' Pa- 
lace which they had provided for him, 
becauſe he would not looſe the fight 
of the Spaniards, who came to vilit 
him ( whilſt his Feaver thus perplexr | 
him, ) and adviſed wah him of che 
. means the moſt fit to egterprize ſome» 
thing upon theenemy, 

This ſickneſs of the Dukes was not 
carried ſo cloſe but thar ic came to the 
ears of the Counteſs, who was not a 
lirtle troubled at ir, and, as I believe, ir 

was his Highneſs that advertiſed her of 
ir, being confident that ſhe would not 
"978 fi 


(156) 


fail to come to him as ſoon as ſhe re- 
ceiv'd that news. It was that which 
the Duke deſired with greateſt paſſh- 
on; tor being without his Miſtreſs 
he was without his heart,as he himſelf 
aflar'd her brother, who writ wordof 
it to the Counteſs, by the expreſs 
command of the Duke. 

As ſoon as the news of the Dukes 
ſickneſs arrived at Caſal, the Counteſs 
was ſo afflicted, that one would have 
thought ſhe had no life left, and al- 
though they did what they could to 
perſwade her his diſeaſe was not great 
nor dangerous;ſhe nevertheleſs grieved 
very muca , but ſhe grew ceſperate 
when ſhe was inform'd chat the French 
Army wete ſo much up and down the 
Couatrey, that it was dangerous tra- 
velling between Caſal and Alexandria, 
whither ſhe would go notwithſtanding 
accompanied with onely very few on 
Foot, through by-wayes, with inten- 
tion to ſerye as Phyſitian to this Amo- 
rous fick man, ſhe ſent out a Scout be- 
fore her journey, co be perfealy in- 
form'd of 'the march of the.enemies ; 
that ſo ſhemight the better chuſe what 


way t0 take, 
She 
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She was uncertain in her reſolutions 
in what habit to travel in, whether 
that of herown ſex or of a man; fearful 
of being known if ſhe ſhould make 
that journey in her ordinary dreſs; but 
having ask'd Counſel of her Goyet- 
nour in that affair; he adviſed her to go 
with vety few in her company, and to 
diſguiſe her ſelf like a man. 

The reſolution for parting then be- 
ing taken, after the Scout ſhe ſent was 
return'd, which was the ſame day that 
the Duke himfe}f had inform'd her 
of his being- ill; ſhe diſcoverd- her 
defign to the Counteſs Zovize her 
ſiſter a little before ſhe went, this 
Counteſs Lovize having formerly: tra- 
vyelld as a man witha Frenchman,whom 
I-ſpoke of before\who was her Gallant, 


offer'd her felfinow to accompany her | 


fiſter in the ſame poſture, 

The Countels Mavzaret received 
this offer of her ſiſters very willingly, 
and was the more inclined to it, by per 
ceiving they two were ſo much-of 2 
humour as 'to matter of journeys as 


well as other things ; ſo away they 


' went very late in the eyening accom- 
panied onely with their younger bro- 


cher, - 
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ther, and one man, to avoid the en: 
counter of the Freuch, who coſted 
up and down the Countrey every 'mo- 
ment, They went out of the great 
rode, croſſing the Fields by little by- 


paths, that were very much about, and 


made their journey much longer than 
the way they quitted had\done, bur as 
ill luck would have it, they mer with 
what they avoided, and fell into 
the ſnare they took ſuch pains to 
avold, ' 
They reſted atnightin a Village a lit- 


tle way off St $4v10vr, withour making 


themſelves known to their hoſt, ho- 
ping to continue-their way towards 


Alexanavia very early in the Morning; 


bur they were deceived, as the Proverb 
ſayes, He that reckons without his Hoſt 
uſt reckon twice, For it was (carce two 


hours within night, when there arrived 
twelve Spaniſh Cavaliers,(perhaps the 


Hoſt himſelf had been their Spie)who, 


pretending to be French-men, aſſaulted | 


the Inne where our amorous Pilgrims 
were lodg'd, Theſe enemies came 


with ſo great a noife one would have . 


thought they had been rhe whole 
French army z the poor Earl, who had 
_ 


(139) 


accompanied” his ſiſters, not having 
been accuſtomed to the noiſes of War, 
and ſuch kind of affaulrs'as that, being 
afraid of his lite, got up all crembling 
'to the higheſt Garter of the houſe ra 
hide himſelf, chinking the' very Flyes 
were Horſes, and believing every Horſe 
was a complear Aimy of the enemies, 
In'the mean time theſe tivo'Coun- 
reſſes, diſguiz'd like men, were not yet 
£ot into bed”, *and ſaid ſtill in the 
Chamber, almoſt in deſpair, yet'the 
-Connteſs Lovige rais'd her ſelf a little 
'out of. her Fear;:when ſhe heard-chem 
ſpeak French, "having 'been'"4us'd' £6 
ea of that. Nation, chough {nquali- 


thoſe ſhe had: formetly'convers with, 

which theſe Souldiers precended/nor 

0 be. 19162] 

[Theſe brave” Cavaliers were ot 
-much troubled to find our that'theſe 
aſſfieged perſons*were Females:and not 
"Males, as their habits fpoke them; atd 

"it was the berter for the Ladies 2)ie' it 
.was ſo, becauſe'thar after they had 
giveh them the divertizement ofa 'two 

hours fiege, they went away berimes 
inthe Morning to ſeek ſome other for- 
; rune, 


ty -of-Friends- td-noc enemies; were 
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rune, and left our Bair gueſts at Liber- 
ty, without luffering avy damage from 


them at all, unleſs. it: were ſome few 


kifſes which they were oblig d to giye 


them, and ſome other little rudeneſles 
they offer d them, which need not be. 


explained to the Reader. = 

The Counteſs Margaret was not. a 
little mortified to be {urprized by, fuch 
an aſſaulc as this, but on che contrary, 
the Counteſs Lovige was over- joyed 
in haviog gain'd the affetion of thoſe 


beſiegers, and had diverted her; {c)f 
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with thoſe Counterfeit- £000K5,95 may 


very well-be imagin'd. 


They ,went- on: their -3 journey: early | 


in the Morning, towards Alexandria, 


alchough the Earl-heir btother: ad- | 


vis'd them to retiith:t@ Caſal. | 
Certainly theſe illuſtrious mratallens 


wanted-Conduc, to-truſt themſelves . 


ina journey without any; train in the 
time: of war, and ina Countrey thar 
1warmid with Souldiers, Not Hen 8-19- 
Noxant that the enemies rang'd every 


where, even to the very Gates of Caſa], 


wo cauſes nevertheleſs excus'd them. 
Love and Curioſity ;; for in effect, chere 
vas "IE but the Love of the 


Counteſs 


(161) 
[Counteſs Margates rohet Gallant; and 
the diſhoneſt curiofiry'of the Coun- 
| fteſs Louize her Siſter, which thadechem 
Jhazard thar [ittle honour rhey had left + 


[for certainly, if they wotifd have de- 


* 


| [tnandeda goons Pa he fifery,they 
ſhould not have been deny'd''ic 3 bur; 
who is ignotant chit Love is blind, 
and alwayes in haſt, © 
The Coitfiteſs Margaret intended to 
telare this reficountet to the Duke,buit 
her Brothet and sifter thought it nok 
very convetitent , leaſt. it 'nighe = 
ſome jealots trouble to that fick L0o- 
MW att therefore this paft"utider St 
ence, : I 
At laſt, being come to chieir Jottrs 
neys end , into the Dukes prefence, 
Who was in Bed, they did not trouble 
 thettiſelves wich great Preathbles atdl 
Ceremonies, nor ro wy hitt iti Tos 
difcotirfes ; but their fit cotverfarioh 
was Embtaces with all imaginable tert- 
derneſs , whick ſhe gaye to this p6or 
fick tnarn, who terwtrd the faitie ro 
his Miſtreſs (whofe heart was pietc'd 
with griefe) although the Root was 
— filld with many Captains, atd ſome of 
the principal of the' Army, 
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| . The Counteſs ſcarce had begun her 
Careſſes to the Duke, but. he ſeem'd 
much amended, and ſomuch , that he 
lookt like one that: never. had been 
Sick, and' alſo all thar:day he. had no 
Feaver; which made it believed, that 
che Counteſs had brought ſome Anti- 
dote with her to drive away tie Sick; 
neſs of her Lover, :. 2 

The General. of the Neapolitan Ca- 
valry, who was by th: Duke when chis 
Beauty enter'd . the Chamber, taking 
leave preſently of his. H:ghneſs, in 
S0ing to the Dore, ſaid to one of his 
Friends who, was in the Company, 
We may very well take leave now, and go 
o'r wayes,, for the Duke will be no more 
for ws. : 

Almoſt all the Commanders of the 


Army did nothing bur gromble in the 


es coming thi- 


Camp at the Councefl 
ther; believing., that as long as the 


Duke had this Woman with him, he 


would forget his duty. 

Bur, for all thar, they found them- 
ſelves happily deceiv'd , becauſe the 
Duke recover'd as he was, though 
perhaps not alcogerher curd, by the 
ſ1ght of the . Counteſs, gave hunſelf 


Cp ol oe neonoeeternd rows: Hs 99.709 


QT W WOA ax 


(163 
pp in good earneſt to the exerciſe of 
his Charge, .;; - L. | 


_. It was a firange amazing faght, to 


ſee this Prince ride round about his 
Camp on Horſeback with his Miſtreſs, 
giving the neceſſary Orders to his Ar- 


; | my, where he did wonders, that be- 
' $ 1og his firſt time of Appearance in the 


Field;fo that there was very few perſons = 
that did refuſe him the Honour he had 
Merited, of ..delivering Alexandria; he 
knew fo. well. how to make his Ad- 
yantages of time and place, that the 
Befieged. became in a little time: be- 
fiegers themſelves ; and fill'd with ex- 
treame feares, thoſe, who had been the 
moſt likely as Enemies and Befiegers , 
to have given a mortal apprehenſion to 
his whole Army, The Duke forbore 
not for all this , co give the beſt part 
of his time.to his Amours with the 
Counteſs, his Ague being turn'd to a 
Tertian, which gave him ſome reſpit, 
but this alteration made it the more 
dangerous. 

. And ſince theſe Ladies had not 
brought with them Cloaths ſutable to 
their Sex,.they preſently ſent away an 
expreſs to-furniſh them ; it being ve- 
S M 2 1y 


(164) 
ty unpleafant-to the Duke to ſee h&jn; 
who poſſeſt his heart, under any has|{ 4 
bit bur her ewn; ior at all eatfa 
ſee her dreft like a Man as well in Nl WV 
Chamber, as in the'Camip, whither he 
_ often carry'd her, 
. As for what belong'd to the vert g 
of the Counteſs Zoujze, the loſt not 
one honr of the day by idlenefs » hero 
great pleaſure being to receive the Vi: i 
fits of the Chief Commanders in tha 
Army, amongſt whom ſhe paſs'd 
time with ſach ſatisfaRtion'; that ſhi 
often loſt her ſelf; fo chat i it = a 
dc 


poſlible for her Siſter to find herzitb 
certain that ſhe had aboye' half a 
zen Fayottices, who fail'd not to con! | 1 
tent her to: their power 3- and for thiat | 1 
reaſon a certain Florenriye Getitleman: | : 
who, as well -as the greateſt Commati: | 
ders, had received from the Counteſs | 
Zonize ſome Fayours, told a: Comrade 
ofthis, That he found the Whores of 
Caſal very obliging. 

The Newes of Arival of this 
Lady intro the Camp, and of the Li- 
berty which ſhe afforded evety otie,to 
offer her their Service, as well as the 
goodneſs ſhe had ſhew'd ro that Com- 
mander 
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he 7 p mention'd befare, quick! 
3 tf £.into the F Fees exons; 
4: ard, _— the beſt ſport in the 
th World: We Tels + a, perſon, who, 
i of wiing uh uke of Modeng 
this Fair TN GR deriſipn of 
uenugr, Ls Frances.» Fanng be Puttane y 
F aſh ſpegndli le. godonos.” The French 
f Rig 
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Nx fie,” FOm FAHs, m rais'd 
| ee, nar in 


Anguſs, ofeer 


d themſelves with {9 
ly, xl at, theix 


; of Fr 4 : 
ak As ſole ſecretly 
Fi nemies. the { at were round 
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£4 heh the Sun was ,up3 and 
Char om Town Walls chere was 
i IFRS, nor.a0y c ing 'glſe to- be 


Jes yas proſencly carrysd 0 

To o.was yer.in Bed wit 

dels; he” "expreſſed 09.1 o (mall 
| di pleaſ ure 
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diſpleaftre of this unexpeted depart of | 


his Enemies, chiefly having reſolved to 
give them Battel the' gay following, 
believing, the Vietory would certainly 
have been” his, if he could have once 
dfiputed it with them, © 
So, as ſoon as hewas up; he went 
to viſit the Batteries thatthe Frexch 
had made againſt the Town, 'having 
no body in his company bur his Coyn- 
teſs3 her Siſter, the Connteſs Lonize 
being gone in other Company ; they 
ſtaid nine dayes at Alexandria; and itt 
the evening of the laſt day the, Duke 
went away, accompanied by ſome: of 
the chief- C 


ommariders\amongſt the 


"Spaniards and after he hdd-given the 


neceſſary Orders for the conſervation 
of that place, and recommended the 
care of the Army to his Lieutenant, he 
return'd to:Caſal with his Lady, © © 
The joy of his arrival at: Caſal was 
Celebrated, that Town indeavouring 
to ſhew him: all the Hononr imagina- 
ble, in acknowledgment, : that they 
lookt upon him as the Deliverer of a 
place of that importance - bur, after 
all, thoſe Feaſts were kept with much 

modeſty, -- 1 TESTS 
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"The vreateſt pleaſure of the Du' Ee 
as, to paſs the beſt and greareſt part 
bf- the day in going here and there 
with the Counteſs hinking no mo e. 
of the Army than of any thing elſe; 


[to the great aſton!ſhm: nx of All the 


World; who could not enough act® 
mire, how a Man could be 'o much 
devored to the love of that Woman, 
for he was quite contrary to other 
men, who loye'change. and otten tu:n 
their backs, not' only to W hoes, bur 
even to heir Wives, after they have 
Marry'd them: My dear Reader, I be- 
lieve thou very well underſtins eſt me, 
and that it is not neceflary | I thould 
explain my ſelt further-, and theretore 
I will only tell chee, That this Prince, 
the more he injoy'd his Well 3loved, 
the more his defire wis kindled ro- 
wards herz and in'the Morhifgs, when 

he roſe out of bed he was ino7e p. Ma 
narely in Love with he, theti at. night 
when he went t- bed to this Counrelss; 


hot one day of that Summer to Vit 


the Fire of his A mo: ous p:fhon AWW.S x 
re-kindled at thoſe times chat, othe 


make uſe of for their repole, 


From that time the ' uke fail'd 
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i:is Counteſs at her own houſe, and 
when they were alone they made ng 
(cruple to pull off their Cloarhs, and gg 

ta Bed together, without any more 
Complements; The pne,as if he wetg 
4 Prince without a Pripcipality ; the 
other, as if ſhe were one of thaſe Cur- 
tizans of Rome , that are alwayes in 
their $mockes waiting For their B74: 
05, Andalthough che Duke did gj- 


ten force himſelf to give. Audience to | 


all the World that.came to his Court, 
yer it was in ſuch a way, it was.ealtly 
(cen.that he did it with Chagrin , and 
againſt his mind, and carry'd himſclf 
like an extravagant; and, it is not, hard 
for me to believe ir, fince-that all his 
thoughts, his ſoul and heart -breath'd 
POLMINS elſe but his Igyegf the Coun: 
cn.” ? 

But , for to give more convincing 
Proofes of this, and to affure the whole 
World, and chiefly his own-Subjes., 
that the Counteſs was abſolntely, his , 

and poſleſt all his Aﬀedtions , he ap: 
pointed her two. Men for Guards, who 
wore the ſame Liyery. of his own,Footz 
raen, yith order to follow this Lady 
acrecyer the went , and to Go 
| 24 
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her. ogſe night and day: s this ſa 

ppblick ceſtimony.of the Dukes love, 
w de. her he: reſpeRed, and more 
any d-rchap eyer, and alſo fears by 
FP Tock {o Ka it . woRja yo 

ea lookt upon as Sactiledge, to have 
given. her Re diſpleaſure, or diſs 
Sages s and therewwere af that: time 
four perigns condemn'd ro Baniſhmepr 

Ser aher Tongnes. 2 little.,too 
fo ralk' d.co0, lewdly, againſt 
oo Feloged dF 


"There was, a anorker had.che like 
ill Forcune, by be;xather gut of Rail- 


lery;:chen for any.r hcl elle; Ck 


the Barrel ; of: the;Counteſs, xalk'd 
My 26k Ra no. Chir, nejther, by 

ſusb wy , nar.the, Duke, beganto 
raph 20d ſaid, Che now, Faceng Fan- 
calls, Perghe. valevs effer froppe emi- 


we 
iS. ppar RE cary's 00t is 
was ro EUSHGy, , tor they ppc him 
for ame d ayes, ang..he bad 
=, = longes, but. orgs Impercel 
har. ar on- whom .he, chiefly 
6 ode $ OS ws 
ip'd:ro Revenge.alt t 
£ Fai has DF Wes pleas Aber. 
Certaigly 
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Certainly that Lady deſerv'd the af- 
- feQtions of' ſo great a'Prince ve 
much, being” adorn'd wirh all the'ad- 
vantagious qualities which ſhe' "pol £ 
ſeſs'd , the had a way of ſpeaking ſo 
gentle and: ſo attractive, _ the cap- 
tivated all hearts, andoblig'd them to: 
fove het, I do not! mean Tere of her ; 
extt20Ndinary and chatming way with 
which ſhe carefſed the Duke, having 
no expreſsions capable to deſcribe 
chem, bur ſhe was -inclin'd to oblige 
ny body , fo ir were 'not to injure 
5 -nor as. one may ſay, pick 
_ own-pocker'; for 'in, ab: caſe the 
had ng! Mfethoty, 1 'being like . other 
women, who are ſparing, not to ſay co- 
vetons'; Pride never* ſer his foot in her 
Carriage ** bur, onthe contrary, the 
more the ſaw het ſelf in the Princes 
Favour, the more did the defire in her 
increaſe to Speak Familiarly with all 
People, and to conyerſe modeſtly with 
every one: The Balls, Feaſts, and 
Recreations'of raking rhe Air \ alwayes 
rook np her thoughs;-and her minde 
went” no farther then thoſe noble Di- 
vertiſements; and nevertheleſs, when 
the.chanc'd'to meer the Duke in any 
place, 


2 BE 
place; ſhe expreſs'd a cateleſneſs of all 
things elſe beſides the pleaſing fighr 
of his perſon, which. ſhe eſteem'd a- 
bove all; Anger nor Vanity never 
tranſported her; and if ſometimes ſhe 
had occaſion to Chide the Servants of 
her Houſe, ſthe' did ir without" thoſe 
Upniports ſo gfdifiary to other Ladies; 
wad allo thoſe Cloaths ſhe had, ſorich 
above the other Ladies of her quality 
inthe Courr, the frore them, wichour 
vatitty, pride, 6r-ſedin, ard” contempt 
t9 thoſe that” had nor the like 5 It is 
ttye,. ſhe frequefired the Chiirches 
_ mbre.. rhrough”” Cuſtome,, ther ny 
orher reaſon ;;' and if ſhe, werit; to 
rhe Maſſe, it. was 'only to be ſeen, and 
to ſee; Yer, I muſt, tell yoo, char ſhe 
went thither ſometimes, being Invited 
to it on purpoſe. by the Eccleſiaſtical 
Men, to the end of giving mote” Luſtre 
to the Solemnities, which were at that 
time Celebrated inthe Chnrch ; and 
alſ6'ro ſhew' her the great eſteem they 
had of her Perſon, with which never- 
theleſs ſhe was not ſatisfied. And 
although ſhe had .a Face Faire. and a- 
greeable enough, yet there is nothing | 
yery laſcivious z bur, whil'ſt the Duke 
FI | was 


(172) 
was livigg 2 WEN ſhe. 2s near him, ſhe 
lookt uv >0n him of ih would haye 
_ devour? him with bes Eyes, Joks 
at that time being the Efix 
which, her Impudett Love was the 
Cauſe, 

Bur, aboveall ghis, there was ſome 
light of Prydence fhin'd in her cartiy 
286, mich 2 PRE 'd ineffe a Miracle, 

this Faire one ws nor, 

Kr: omen that aff Ip q he Tra le 
of St. Licidia to pl aye their Friends 
that is to ſay, For all her x SrOAL B ROW- 
er over the Duke at was. to 
abſolute, ſhe coald hole of þ eof his Ay- 
; orj ity as the pleas'd, f wichept | the tear 
pleaſing him 4 ſhe yer keyt her 
7 * Fo AR wii the bows oy 

an hymble mode IVIDS 11S 
hr chanks for all as ($6 Jing be 
ers aſſyrin ing him, That ſhe was mare 
then ſatisfied ro injoy one t Loves 
of ſo great a Prince : "And the mgre 
the Duke, offer'd his Service to, her , 
and defir'd her to, make uſe of hi Ay- 
thoriry 3s ſhe pleas” TD [es 


importune him Ack $5 oy s 
when the Dukep 7 25 rhe 
Fayour at his, hands, ſhe pſy al ade 


Mer | 


—_—— 
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anſwer; , His z iehneſs faxes her Fa- 
read great enough , let ber #105 
Hts 
Filip all this the Favour d whom 
the pleas'd, and who wererecommend- 
ed to her, which were boar number, 
there being none ign 
her power Was wit The rince, 0 roſe 
heart ſhe poſſeſs'd, and govein'd his 
vor od I'*) for that reaſon eyery 
ny ade Addieſſs to her, to her, to op 
them in their Aﬀaires;according ast 
hiveded her Favour z bur, on fide 
ſlice knew ey well "war king'of Fa- 


Bil 
td , ſhe had 


_— 
Bltn of 4 


{he wanted ſhop eo nc of doing 
it, and the Dart would never have 
hinder'd her; on the comrary, he 
advis'd her rodo it, and gave her all 
che meanes poſſible for ir "fo far, that 

when any one addreſt to. himſelf to 
obrain 4 Requeſt , he us'd to, ſay, 
Fir that you muſt Prtition none but the 


Connitſs . and that was the onely way to 
obtain their end, 


1 £9. grane 


That 
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That Charitable. . Counteſs had 
never yet the Repute of. doing. any 
thing out of Inrereſt; but ir has . al- 
wayes been thought, that all ſhe did 
was to purchaſe to her ſelf- Friends , 
rather 'then chrongh- hopes of". any 
Lain;;- expreſſing alwayes her ayerſi- 
on to that Lucre3' Its true notwith- 


ſtanding}, that when any one offer'd 


her ſome Fine thing, or conſiderable 
Summ- of Money, ſhe would do as 
thoſe, who, laying their hands up- 
on the Preſent offer'd chem , uſyally 
ay, ' There is no. need of this ,- and 
yet take it willingly enough, _. 
'The greareſt . care'of this Lady , 
and what ſhe ſought after with all 
the Paſsion imaginable, was the Ad- 
vancement of her Brother, which. puc 
the Duke to a ſtand, what more to 
pive him ; having already Honour'd 
him with Imployments and Offices 
very confiderable , and much above 
his deſerts, or at leaſt if he did any 
way Merit them, it was very little: 
nevertheleſs the Connteſs never ceag'd 
begging for him , and could have 
wiſh'd her Brother rais'd aboye all the 
Princes of that Court, 
The 


(175) 

_ The Arch-Ducheſs heard this news 
with, 2 great: heart-hreaking ;;and not- 
withſtanding all cheefforts ot which her 
vertae. was capable ,, ſhe. could not 
hinder her ſelf from being_extreamly 
diſpleas'd .at. the Advancing of that 


$h-\7: 


receiv'd ſome kind of Mortification 
from all this, however ſhe never had 
a reſentment againſt the Duke, be- 
cauſe in the fi ft place ſhe plaialy 
Gw ; that he did nothing our of ma- 
lice, but only to ſatisfie that blind 
paſſion, which had inf{Jav'd him in 
the Chaines of that Concubine: And 
| Secondly, 


(176) 
Secondly, ſhe efteenn' ' it not jaſt nor 
reaſonable to compare, theſe Gentle- 
men, perfots of great Merit, with that 
Fatle, that was a Man of no To- 
nour, 

In the mean time this Connitefs 
poſſeſt all the Favour of this- Prince, 
' and kept alone rhe two' Keys of [his 
Freaſutes That of his fete, by 


Love, inj oying kim without /inret- 
c 


roption: and the orher, his Favors ; 
fe che Duke was ſo well plezs'd 
when his Miſtriſs made zny Requeft 
co him that fe, ktiowitng hin of 
that humour , nade pretenfions to 
him only for "his fark aRion , 2s it 
is eafily to be known by this Let- 
ter following, 


(1773 
My little Heart ! 


\ AEſat comes to tell me, that thos 
haf an intention to ask [ome Fa- 
vonur of me, in behalf of a Perſon that 
adareſi'd to thy Courteſie , and becauſe 
thoy wert apprehenſive of dif leaſing me, 
thou didft not mention it yeſterday in the 
afternoon, that we were together, This 
way of thine in being baſhful, makes me 
believe that thou doſt. not love me : for 
certainly , if thou didſt love me, thits 
wouldeſt att as freely with me, as I do 
with thee ; alſo if 1 had ever yet refuſed 
thee any thing , I confeſs thou mighteſt 
with reaſon atk me nothing: but ſince I 
|' am ſo glad togrant thee all things, why 
art thou unwilling to ask me any thing ? 
To what end is Love painted blind and 
naked, if it is not to teach Lovers Famts- 
liarity one with the other ? The Prir.- 
cipality is mine, and I am thine, but the 
authority is common to us both, that i to 
fay, thou maiſt make uſe of me, and Tof 
the State ;, if thou loveſt me then ak, 


command, and love thy DRL ge i, 
© Charles, 


«> KN But 
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But notwithſtanding all theſe Pro- 
reſtations and Teſtimonies of loye 
from the Duke, this Fair One would 
never importune him by asking any 
favour that would bring the leaſt diſ- 


quiet ro his Highneſs, having wit 


enough to diſcern between thoſe fa- 


vours ſhe was to ask for his confide- | 
ration, and thoſe ſhe was to demand 


for her ſelf. That for which ſhe im- 
portun'd him the moſt, and rung in his 
ears from Morning until night, was, 
That he would carry her every where 
with him; and not being pleas'd with 
ſtaying ſo long at Caſal, deſiring to go 
into the Countrey,and which was worſt 
of all, ſhe would not go that journey, 
unleſs the Duke went with her, The 
Duke having at that time a Fancy to 
ſee Gernes , ſhe begun to ſecond. it, 
and to ſolicite his-Highneſs by all kind 
of Supplications, not ſparing all the 
flatteries and courtſhips imaginable, 
to make him condeſcend to herdefire, 
who was already her ſlave of Love, 


which ſhe held in chains, ſhe met with = 


no ſmall repugnance, nay much more 
than ſhe found When ſhe was diſputing 
| with 
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with him concerning her jourtiey to 
Yenice, which, nevertheleſs the Duke 
had made chiefly upon her conſide- 
ration, | | | 
- Notwithſtanding- ſhe got the vi- 
Rory, and according as ſhe defired they 
parted from Cafal in the beginning of 
Faly with a very ſmall train, and with- 
our diſcovering his Highnefſes defigns 
_ to any, he made as thongh he would 
£0 to Marta, not letting it be known 
which way he would go; 

The Geroifes did not a little wonder 
to hear of the arrival of this Prince in 
cheir Town but more to ſee him there, 
fince he was there before they could 
hear of . his intentions of coming to' 
that place, and there were many that 
would not believe that the Duke was 
come thither in ſo'unſeafonable a time, 
amd without any bufinefs there ; but 
when they ſaw him accompanied with 
his Counteſs , they laid aſide their 
wonder, all the world believing that 
that journey was made for the ſatiſ- 
faQion alone of that Favorite , who' 
had certainly a curioſity to' ſee that 
Town, which' is eſteern'd oge' 6f » 
*£ N z rhe 
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the moſt curious that is to be 
{een. 


The Senate, following its ordinar 
oenerolity , received the Duke with 
all the demonſtrations of. Love that 
they are accuſtomed to pay to Princes, 
who travel 7ncoznito, and regal'd him 
with a great number of ſ{weet-meats 
and other refreſhments , and betides 
that honour, he received:many viſites 
from publike as well as private per- 
{ons; but to ſay the truth, the Duke 
not going thither to no other end but 
to divert the Countels, and fſartisfie her 
deſires, he was not very glad to be im- 
pottun'd by all theſe viſttes, it not be- 
ing convenient for either of them to 
receive thoſe Civilities, and therefore 
to many it was ſaid, the Duke was not 
in his Lodging, and it was no great Lye 
for thoſe tew dayes he ſaid in that 
Town , which ſcarce amounted to 
three days, he did nothing elſe but go 
up and down with his Beloved, whom 
he led by the hand,” followed by the 
Counteſs Lovize her ſiſter, and two 
« Other Ladies who came to keep her 

| CON- 
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company, which were alſo led by the 
Conrtiers, | 

Two things appear'd ſtrange to the 
inhabitants of Gezes : The firſt was the 
Dukes entring into a Church to hear 
Maſs, kneel'd upon one ſtep with the 
Counteſs, to whom he did nothing 
but talk from the beginning to the 
end, as one may ſay, From L' introibo 
_ until Deo gratias, de L' in principio, 
which made ſome ſay, That the Reli- 
 Sjon of that Prince confiſted in words 
and not in deeds. The ſecond thing {os 
extraordinary to the people was, That 
when he went to ſee the Palace, he ſtill 
led the Counteſs by the hand, as if he 
had been her Squire; bur for my part 
I do not think that ſach a-wonder,be- 
cauſe though he led her in publike 
places, yet there was not {o much couſs 
for wonder, to ſee him lead her in 
a place where ſhe was not to be {e-n 
by ſo many, There was at that rime 
At Gees, a woman Cavalier, who one 
day diſcourfing with ſome + of 'thar 
Town concerning the Ladies*that fol- 
low'd the Duke, or rather; whom the 

Duke followed, and among(t the reſt 
301 N 3 ſpeaks 
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ſpeaking of the licentions difotder'd 
Life and Carriage of the Counteſs 
Lovize, happened to ſay, When the 


Duke ſhall have diſhonour'd the reſt 


of you Monſieurs of Genes, he will 
poſſibly drive away ail the Cows to 
Rome. EE] , 
But the Gexos, who was as witty 
as pleaſant, made him this reparty, Z 
4 bal you that his. Highneſs ſhall do ner 
thing, becauſe 1 know for certain that 
the Romans love the Calves better than 
the Cows, EEE þ | 
The ſame day the Duke went 
from Genes, there were two Father 
Capuchins, the moſt famous in all 
the Province , who. had undertaken 
to accompliſh that which, the Father 


Catori could not, and who demanded 


Audience of his Highneſs, pretending 
they had Orders from Rome to ſpeak 
to him, preſs'd on to. thar, as ſome 


thought, by the Cardinal D#razze, 


archbiſhop of Gexes, a Perſon of a 

{ingular goodneſs, whoſe Zeal has not 

onely edifted choſe of his Church, bar 
pf all the World, 

Bot the Copnteſs gueſbing very _ 

| _ for 
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for what thoſe good Fathers came 
for, and what was their deſign, thar 
ſhe left not the Duke a moment, ne- 
| vertheleſs becauſe they were ſo im- 
portunate to ſpeak with the Duke in 
private, ſaying, That they had greir 
things to communicate to him con- 
cerning his . Perſon and State; The 
Counteſs was forc'd to withdraw, lea- 
ving the Duke in the Chamber with 
the Capuchins, 

The diſcourſe. which theſe aocd 
Fathers had with the Duke was full 
of holy Zeal, and they fpake with 
ſo much renderneſs, that one of them 
melted into tears at every word, they 
conjur'd him in the Name of God, to 
forſake. this ſcandalous life, which he 
led before all his Subjects, or, to ſay 
rather, in the ſight of. all the World: 
they . added furt er, that, The Pope 
himſelf had wept many times , and 
that his clemency once being at af 
end, he ſhould be oblig'd then to 
proceed ro other Conrſes. - They 
forgot nothing; to - inſpire. into lim 
ſome Chriſtian Sentiments of Heaven 
and Hell, and they lec him fee the 
| | N 4 une 
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impoſſibility there was to attain to 
the firſt, whilſt he led this diſor- 
derd and licentious life, and the in- 
fallibility of his falling into the 
other, They alleadg'd to him many 
Places out of the holy Scripture, 
which they pointed out to him, to 


let him ſee that the ſins of the 


Prince was often a cauſe of God's 
pnnifhing the people, by an ingnite 
number of Miſeries, Watres , and 
Plagues. In fine, they ſet before 
him all the moſt ſolid and ſtrong 
Reaſons, that their Wits could fur- 
niſh them with, not ſparing for 
complaints , and threats from the 
Court of Rome , proteſting to him 
that if his Highneſs did not alter his 
Courſe of life, that Court was re- 
ſolved to proceed againſt him by the 
wayes of Eccleſtaſtical Cenſures the 
moſt ſevere, Briefly, they were not. 
niggardly of all that a true Chari- 
ty, with which they were animated, 
could ſuggeſt to them, to make the 


| Duke quit his love to the Counteſs, 


and deliver himſelf from that ſhame- 
tul flavery that had kept him fo 
long a time in bondage, Du- 


od ad es a ——_ 
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During the Converſation of theſe 
holy Fathers with the Duke, the 
Counteſs was hearkning at the door, 
where ſhe could hear every word di- 
ſtintly : ſhe was in deſpair, with the 
fear that the Duke ſhould yield ar 
laſt to all theſe Councels: of theſe 
Fathers; he heard them- with much 
Patience, without ſaying the leaſt 
aword, till at laſt, weary of hearing 
them longer, and to hear the inſolent 
reproaches, which they made ' him, 
he anſwer'd them , Tha? they' had 
Chaſtity in their Convent , and at 
. Rome #he' Cardinals had -Wenches , 
and the eonwenience of diverting them» 
ſelves , and therefore he did* not won- 
der at their ſpeaking - to him-in'that 
manner, And as one of them re- 
plyed ſomething that-roucht the re- 
utation of the Counteſs, who, as I 
hve already ſaid , was behind the 
door, ſhe came into the room; and in- 
- terrupted their diſcourſe, and-preten- 
ding- to ſpeak low, ſhe ſaid-to'the 
Duke, ſo that theſe good Fathers 
heard her well enough, 


Send 


& 
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Send theſe Fathers to the Convent, 


and for us let us go to Calal, 


After that his Highneſs taking his 


well-beloved by the hand, began to 
ſay, | 
7 heſe Fathers would have Us wiſer 
than the Princes and Patriarchs of the 
old time , who had at leaſt one wife 
and one Concubine , nds to ſpeak of 4 
great number beſides , of both the one 
axd the other. 

To which one of the Capuchins 
replyed, 

But your Highneſ does not ſee that 
we are now in the times where the Go- 


(pel is ta be obſerved, and that it « | 


indiſputable for us, to att like Jews, 
ow we are Catholicks. - 

The Prince, touch'd to the quick 
by theſe words, anſwer'd them with 
a threatning and fierce air, 2 

My Fathers, without any other con- 
foderation, I will throw you ont of the 
Window, and fo we will uſe like Fews 
theſe people that underſtand not how to 
treat with Catholike Princes, 

Having ſaid that, he preſently caly 
led one of his Gentlemen, and com- 
| manded 
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manded them to condudt thoſe Rev 
ligious men out of the Palace : after 
' that he eurn'd his back upon them, 

and went into. a Chamber wich the 
Counte(s, who being in great wrath 
at theſe Fathers, proteſted in grinding 
her teeth, that ſhe would never give 
2lms to a Capwchin, and ſhe did nor 
onely ſay ſo, by do fo, fo that fome 
people faid, That the taſt of the Ca- 
puchins of Genes had taken away the 
power of eating from the Capuchins 
of 'Caſal, and thar theſe laſt did pe-- 
mance for-the faules thoſe others had 

committed. . 

- Truly if theſe holy Fathers . had 
had ro do with ſome other Prince, 
might, have been fear'd thar they 
had not come off at ſo cheap a rate; 
bue-for govd luck ro them. they 
fpoke to. a very. good Prince', who 
was of no 11] nacute, prefen'd quiet 
above all things, 

'- Fhe Duke entertain'd himſelf of- 
ten: with the: praceeding of the' Ca- 
puchins , in his return ro Cefat, and 
particularly one night in the Jan ar 
Yaravalla, where he was: todg'd,' he 
faid to her, -".. 


(18S) 
* My Heart, if 1 have loved thee hi- 
therto, to ſatis fie my Love which would 
have it ſo ; 1 will love thee hence- 
forward, to make them mad that would 
wot have it [o. 
Upon that the Counteſs taking her 
time, replved, If your Highneſs ſhould 


ceaſe loving me, you wonld let people ſee _ 


you are afraid of Monks. 
All this was done to turn the Duke 
from the love of this crafry woman, 
but in vain; for all the trouble the 
Monks gave themſelyes, who came 
as Embaſladors from Rome, ſerved 
for no end but to enflame the hearts of 
theſe two Lovers the more, for ſince 
the Counteſs apprehended the loſs of 
the Dukes fayour, fearing that ſome 
time or other he. might ſuffer him- 
ſelf to: be touch'd by ſome remorſe 
of Conſcience, ſhe imploy'd all her 
_ Careſles that her Love could deviſe, 
and ſuch Charms ſhe made uſe of, 
that they were aſſuredly powerful 


enough w have provok'd our Pope 


Alexander himſelt to have commit- 
ted the fin of adultery with her, al- 
though he is a man whoſe life is 
with- 


(19) 
without reproach $ ſo that the Duke 
who was tender in his love, and lo- 
yed to be made much of, ſeemed tro 
melt as lead in the Fire, and appear'd 
in that encounter as if he would have 
ſooner conſented to loſe his State, 
than his Miſtreſs. 

After that Voyage the Duke lefc 
her at Caſal, whilft he went to Man- 
tu4 about ſome particular affairs, he 
ſtaid there above a Moneth without 
going to ſee the Counteſs, who Was 
ſo afflited for not ſeeing him that 
poſleſt her heart, not ſatisfied with 
his Letters , which ſhe received from 
him every week; ſhe went out very 
early one Morning towards Mantua, 
to find his Highneſs; bur her goed 
fortune haſtning her joy, the met. the 
Duke npon the way, who went with 
her to Caſal, renewing her careſlſes, and 
making amends for the time loſt, 

Some moneths after it happened, to 
the great diſpleaſure of the Duke and 
reſentment of the Counteſs, that ma- 
ny Copies of a Manuſcript, intituled, 
Whoredom, in form of Letters, under 
the name of an unknown Author, 
” nn were 
4s 
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were ſent to divers of the chief No- 
bility of Caſal and Mantaa, and alſo 
into the Convents,, the Duke was 
much troubled , being deſcrib'd there 
as the Prince of Whores, and chief of 
the baudy-houſes; and that which in- 
rag'd him the more was, Thar it ſpoke 
of the ovher Princes of 1taly with 
Elogies and Exprefſions of reſpe&. 


That Satyre ſaid more than it is 


poſſible to imagine againſt the honſe 
of the Counteſs, and it was impoſh- 
ble ro ſpeak with more infamy ; and 
it was the more ſo, becauſe it min- 
gled truth and lyes together, bur in 
ſuch a manner, that it all lookt like 
truth; and certainly it was reaſonable 
enough, for they were a Family of 
Six perſons, whoſe life was the hor- 
rour of all the World, In the mean 
time, theſe Earls and Countefles had 


no great reaſon to be angry at what 


was there ſaid, if they had been Lo- 
vers of truth: For their houſe had 
for certain been a perfe&t baudy- 
houſe, chere being Six Ladies in that 


Family who lived almoſt publikely 


like common. Whores, I ſay, almoſt, 
becauſe 
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becauſe there were three of chem who 
carried 1t with more diſcretion, which 
were the two wives of the brothers to 
the Counteſs, and one of the Coun- 
teſs Lovizes daughters, who acted 
their parts more privately , and yet 
nevertheleſs would not ſuffer a Friend 
co die : but as for the reſt, which were 
the Countels Margaret, and Lovize, 
and another of their ſiſters , kept by 
a Maniua Lord; they kept no mea- 
ſures neither in their ſpeeches nor 
manner of Life , ſo that they did all 
that they fancied was lawful,. and ſo 
' their houſe merited the name was 
given 1t, 

This good and jolly company were 
preſent with the Duke in all his di- 
vertzements, which the more anger'd 
all Perſons of Honour, and gave a 
great ſcandal to all the people of the 
Duchy of Manta, and alſo to all 
Ttaly, ; 

E his: Prince led this diſſolate and 
licentions life with the Counteſs fif- 
reen year, and ſo gave example to 
other Gentlemen of his Court to paſs 
aheir time with the other Ladies, 

_- which 
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which I have told you of ; (o that 
with reaſon' her houſe was called a 
baudy-houſe, there being no other 
diſcourſes heard there but what were 
impudent and diſhoneſt , every one 


taking a pride in ſpeaking as wicked- 
ly as they could :* This oblig'd all - 


the other Ladies of the Town, that 
were of Honour and Quality to avoid 
this abominable Company , and fly 
from thoſe beaſtly. women, as from 
the Devil of Hell; Many other ac- 
cidents happened to this Prince by his 
love to the Counteſs eyery day; but a 
hundred Pens would ſcarce be enough 
to recount them all ; I have writ 
the Story of this amour but ſuper- 
ficially, for to repeat all things would: 
be too tedious, beſides there are many 
things in it which,it writ,would cauſe 
nothing bur ſcandal, ” : 

The love of the Duke was at this 


paſs that he delighted in nothing bur. 


the love of the Counteſs, when it 
pleas'd Heayen to take away thar 
great ſcandal from the eyes of all the 


- people, and pnt an end to that crime 
which cauſed ſo many others, by. . 


Siving 


(193) 


giving 42 Period to the life of him that 
committed it. 


This Prince then was. raken in the 


beginning of Seprember , inthe Year 
1665, with ſo violent-a Feaver,  thar 
the firſt minute it was. thoughe Ma- 
tienant by all the Phyficians ; and 
| foon after , not onely dangerous; bur 


. deſperate: The Dutcheſs: appear'd 


ſenfibly afflited with this Sickneſs of 
the Dukes, and omitted nothing that 
ſhe thoughe conld help him with all 
| poffible diligence; and which was 
more commendable ; the affiſted him 
- with all the 2feRtion of her heart ; 

which caw'd many ro fay , Thar if 
fre had been in the ſame condition as 
the Duke her Husband nas in af that 


time, he would rot have been tarryd. 


with fo much heate and paſcionate care 
# her recovery. 

There was Command given to al 
the Charches, To fay their Prayers to 
God for the kealch of che Duke; bur 
fince there was io hope given on that 
fide fot his Recovery, he was advis'd 


to' make his Will, which he did or-" 
derly enough : And itis true, char in' 


0 thinking 
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thinking of his Counteſs -he ſigh d 
bitterly; and, defiring to leave her 
ſomething: , he was filent a little 
while ; after that, giving another great 
figh , he made known his Intenti- 
ONS, 

My Lord the Biſhop, who affiſt- 
ed him in thoſe laſt moments of life, 
made him underſtand , That for the 
ſatisfaction and edification of his Soul], 
he ought to aske forgiveneſs of her 
Highneſs his Wife, for the Injury he 
had done her,to which he ſeem'd very. 
much enclin'd; and then cauſing thar 
Amiable Dutcheſs to come near his 
Bed, he embrac'd her with his lefc. 
Arme, and taking her hands with his 


right, he ſaid to her weeping, Prin-. 


ceſs, my fonl, this. minute I am come 
to know how much 1 bave off ended God 


by my Sin ; and 1 alſo know that which 
1 have committed in velation to you; 


but my. Lord Biſhop, who takes a carc of 
my Soul in this extremity, aſſures me z 
That 1 may hope for the Pardon of the 
good God; therefore T pray you that on 
- Jour ſide alſo , you will give me ſome 
teſtimonies of your foretving me al- 
0, 


The. 
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' The Tears and Sighs of that poore 
Princeſs ſtopr her ſpeech, and would 
not let her pronounce one word; but 
they wrought fo ſenſibly upon all thac 
were preſent , that the noiſe of their 
Groanes and Teares, which they 
could not in pity refraine toſotonch- 
ing a fight, was very mournful, and fo 
lamentable a hearing , that the Bi- 
ſhop fearing it might add to the afflicti- 
on of that fick Prince, councell'd 
the Dutcheſs to retire; and to that 
end took her by the Arme and led 
her into another Roome , where ſhe 
began to weep in good earneſt, 
Towards the evening of that ſame 
day the Duke call'd for the young 
Prince his Son, to whom he gave his 
bleſsing ; and after he had given him 
ſome Inſtructions of Living well, he 
concluded in thele words; My wery 


dear and well-beloved Son , obey your 


Mother , and the more , becauſe ſhe is 
a woman of great Vertue ; and, take 
not example from your Father , who « 
a great Stxncr, 
The next day, being the 15 of Sep- 
tember, he paſt out of this miſerable, 
03 Valley 
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Valley of Teares into the place of erer- 
nal Felicity, leaving the whole Court 
in an extraordinary ſadneſs, and almoſt 
inconſolable oriet » the noiſe of his 
Death was no ſooner ſpread through 
the Town, bur all the People was 
ſeen in Teares; and with reaſon, for 
ſet aſide his Sin, which after all thar 
can be ſaid, proceeded from the weak- 
neſs of humane nature, he had all the 
Yertues ; or to ſay better, in a word, 


he had all qualities neceflary to make 


a great Prince, and a great Monarch, 

He us'd his Subjects very gently , 
and help'd them in all things to .his 
power ; having been often heard to 
Iay, That he choſe rather to be a Poare 
Prince, aud to have rich Subjeds, then 
to have his Subjects poore, and to be 
bimfelf a very Opulent Prince, Above 
all, no perſon ever went away diſcon- 
rented from him: He alſo recom- 
mended to the Judges, Mercy and 
* Juſtice ; in fine, in two Ages there 
had *not been ſeen in 7taly a Prince 


like him, if the Love he had for that 


Counteſs had not hindred him from 


Exercifing that goodneſs, yertue, and 
: y Courage 
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courage , Which were ſo natural to 
him, 

The People wept for him, and 
ſhould not yer diy up their Teares, 
if the goodneſs of that Princeſs-Re- 
gent, and the hopes they have in the 
vettue of this young Prince, the ſole 
Heir of the Houſe of Genzague , and 
only Child to the Deceaſed Duke; 
which is brought up by that Mourn- 
ing Tuttle with fo much care, did not 
comfort them 5 his yertue, bis watch- 
fulneſs, and aſsiduous attachments to 
the Government of the State,has Cap- 
tiv'd the hearts of all the People, and 
makes him ſtill be ador'd and lov'd by 
all the Wo1ld, 

.The little Duke, of the Age of 
fourteen yeares, gives no little conſo- 
lation to the Dutcheſs his Mother , 
and to her Subjects; and I perſwade 
my (elf eafily, thatthoſe incompara- 
ble qualities which beg n to thine in 
his Perſon, will make his name and 
memory eternal amongſt thoſe Great 
Men, whoſe name is in Veneration, 

He already receives Ambaſſadors 
with ſo good a Grace, and with ſo much 

F | ſweetnels 
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ſweetneſs, that they cannot enough ad- 


mite, how there can be ſo. much yer- 
rxeand capacity in an age ſo tender. 


It is thought, that the Death of 
the Duke is like to bring no good to - 


the Houſe of the Counteſs; and al- 
ready they begin to take away thoſe 
Imployments with which the late 
Duke had Honourd them,” to the 
ereat ſatisfaRion of all the World3 and 
to ſay truth, the abafing of that Houſe 
is the SubjeR of the Mirth of a great 
many z and fo much the more, b=cauſe 
thoſe Earles, in conſideration of their 
Siſter Margaret, had held up their heads 
ſo high, that (as *tis ſaid) they could 
ſcarce with the end of their Noſe touch 
their equalls without” much difficulty, 

This Change will certainly be very 
cruel to them, and they will have 
much trouble to live with the young 
Prince , after another manner then 
they did with His Father; it being ve- 


ry likely, that they not having been - 


' us'd to obey, they will not know how 

'to carry themſelves to the Prince as 
their lawful Soveraign Lord, having 
accuſtom'd ta treat with the late 
Duke 
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Duke as Familiar Friends, and not 
as Subjects, and therefore they have 
reaſon to fear, that this alteration will 
bring a notable change into their Fa- 
mily; foreſceing very well, that if 
that young Prince once take upon 
him the Government of the State, he 
will make them a@& with him after 
quite another manner then they did 
with his Father: And this.is one of 
the Chief Reaſons why I will con-+ 
clude this Story by the Death'of the 
Duke, without ſpeaking further of the 
Counteſs, no; more then , of. other 
things , waiting: for ſome other occa- 
fion., which: we ſhall not: want in 
TI will not however finiſh this. Ste- 

\. ry, my dear Reader, rill I have told 
you my Thoughts, which is, that you 
have not taken ſo much de ighrt in 
Reading it, as I did in Compoting it ; 
if you had been an Eye-witneſs of all: 
that I have w-itten, I doubt not bur 
you alſo . would have. been as well 
pleas'd; .and I know it by myſelf, who 
having ſeen all this Hiſtory, and all 
rhe paſſages of this Amour, I receive 


more 


* 
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thore ſatisfaction in committing it to 
Paper : if you have not receiv'd what 
you expeed, or that my Style has 
not pleas'd yon, or if by misfortune 
you meet with faults, I prethee think, 
if thou art diſcreet, that Love is blind 
and hath a Band upon his Eyes, fo. 
hard,that it is impoſſible for him to fee 
either his own Fanlts,or that of others: 
I ſay of others, becauſe it you thould 
have a mind to undertake my Cor- 
reaion, I ſhall not be of an humour 
to follow your Sentiments ; it ſaffi- 
ces me , that I had defign to divert 
you; bur, if my ill Fortnne has de- 
Þriv'd me of that good luck, I defire 
you to arme your ſelyes with patience 
as well as I, 


FINTS. 


